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DEMQJiSTRAnONS_J[N CONNECTWN . WITH_ANNI NVERSARILQIL DEATH_0F MARti N 
LUTHER ^NG, JR., APRI L FOU R, SEVENTYONE. RM. 



PROPOSED MARCH FROM EUTAW, ALABAMA TO MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA,* 
march TWENTYNINE- APRIL TWO, SEVENTYONE, SPONSORED BY SCLC IN 
SUPPORT OF WAR AGAINST REPRESSION; IS-MISC. 

march against REPRESSION, STATE OF FLORIDA, TO END APRIL FOUR 
SEVENTYONE, TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA, RACIN. / 

THE FOLLOWING WAS OBSERVED INSTANT DATE BY AN AGENT OF THIS 
BUREAUS 

at EUTAW, GREENE COUNTY, ALA., APPROXIMATELY TWO HUNDRED 

iWi /) 

INDIVIDUALS PARTICIPATED IN A MARCH DOWN THE MAIN STREET^ 

TOWN TO A LOCAL CHURCH FOR* A SHORT RALLY, ATTEMPTING TO g 

SUPPORT FOR ABOVE CAPTIONED MATTERS. ONE HORSE AND ONE W AGON 
END PAGE ORE EX*103 
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PAGE Two 

BELONGING TO A LOCAL RESIDENT WAS USED IN THIS MARCH, AT APPROXI- 
MATELY THREE THIRTY P. W, ABOUT SEVENTYFIVE INDIVIDUALS LEFT EUTAW 
IN A WHITE BUS WITH "ST, MARK CME CHURCH" PRINTED ON THE SIDE 
ACCOMPANIED BY APPROXIMATELY TEN PRIVATE AUTOMOBILES AND ONE RYDER 
RENTAL BUS, THERE WERE APPROXIMATELY THIRTYFIVE INDIVIDUALS IN THE 
CHURCH BUS AND ABOUT THE SAME NUPBER IN THE PRIVATE CARS, THE RENTAL 
BUS CARRIED BAGGAGE, ETC, THIS CARAVAN IN CHARGE OF ALBERT TURNER, 

SCLC OFFICIAL AND THEIR FIRST STOP WAS IN MARION, PERRY COUNTY, 

• • 

ALABAMA, WHICH IS IN MOBILE TERRITORY. 

^ 

jflOBILE HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE ABOVE INFORMATION BY TELEPHONE 
AND WILL A ^UME CO VERAGE. 

^;^DmT ^TRAT1 V^ LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN BIRMINGHAM TERRITORY 

aware of ABOVE. INASMUCH AS THIS MARCH MERELY ORIGINATED IN 
BIRMINGHAM ,S TERRITORY, NO LHM BEING SUBMITTED, 

END 
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Laureldale, Penns^vanla 19605 
7(^ Dear] 









111 reply to your letter of March 29th, information 
concerning the alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther 
King, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because 
of Department of Justice regulations regarding all matters of a 
confidential nature. I am unable to be of further assistanc^^' 
you in this instance. 




Sincerely yours, ' 

- ’> A ^ 

^ fidgar Hoover ■ 
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March 29, 1971 


Dear Mr.J. E<%ar Hoover 



Some time ago, one of my friends wrote you 
a letter asking if Martin Luther King was a communist. 
Your reply was that the FBI could not give out such 
information because it was strictly confidential. 


No<y I think the American people have a right to 
know who the communists are. I want to know if Martin 
Luther King was a communist. 


If the FBI can't tell me then who the hell can? 
Who's side are you and your staff on? I’m a patriotic 
American citizen. 


Thank you 





aureldale, Penna. 19605 
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demonstration marking assassination of MftPTTM luTHFft 
^ING, JR,, APRIL TWO DASH FOUR NEXT, RM. 


Wy 


RE NEW YORK TEL APRIL ONE LAST RE PARTICIPATION OF NEW 
LEFT GROUPS IN WASHINGTON, D. C. WHO INTEND TO TRAVEL TO NEW 
YORK CITY TO PARTICIPATE IN MARTIN LUTHER KING DEMONSTRATIONS 
THAT CITY ON APRIL TWO DASH SIX, NEXT. 

ESTABLISHED SOURCES TO WFO NOT AWARE OF ANY SUCH GROUPS 
THIS AREA WHO INTEND TO PARTICIPATE IN NEW YORK CITY 


DEMONSTRATIONS. P 
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TROM MILWAUKEE (157-14541. 



DATE 
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demonstrations in connection with anniversary of DEATH OF 

MARTIN LUTH£f^KING_j JR,, APRIL FOUR, SEVENTYONE. RM. 



A RALLY TO BE HELD ON APRIL THREE, 
NEXT, AT THE ST. FRANCIS CHURCH IN MILWAUKEE AND ALSO 
SCHEDULED IS A MARCH ON THE SAME DATE IN THE DOWNTOWN 


MILWAUKEE AREA. 



^ADVISED THAT FATHER JAMESiGROPPI 


2:5/ - 


WOULD BE PRESENT DURING THE RALLY AND DEMONSTRATION'; ' ' 

END page one l,j<tO-47 ^ 5 
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MI 15 7-1454 
PAGE TWO 

SOURCES ADVISED THAT THE MPAC IS AN ARM OF THE PEOPLES 

COALITION FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE (PCPJ). THE PCPJ IS A 

P 

COALITION OF VARIOUS PROTEST GROUfS INCLUDING THE COMMUNIST 
PARTY . 

FATHER JAMES GROPPI IS NATIONALLY KNOWN CIVIL RIGHTS 



appropriate local AGENCIES NOTIFIED AND BUREAU WILL BE 
IMMEDIATELY ADVISED UPON RECEIPT OF ANY FURTHER DETAILS. 


REBUAIRTEL MARCH TWELEVE, LAST. 

END. 
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ATLANTA ; lON ^ 

FROM NEW YORK 157-6500 flEREfUSJJfiCLASSIFlggft^. 

DEMONSTRATIONS IN CONNECTION WITH ANNIVERSARY OF DEATH OF 



MARTIN LUTHER^ING. JR.. APRIL FOUR, NINETEEN SEVENTY ONE. 




f.p 



FURNISHED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS FOI^ 
NEW YORK CITY DURING THE PERIOD APRIL TWO THROUGH FIVE, NINETEEN 
„ SEVENTY ONE. THIS INFORMATION WAS PRESENTED AT A CONFERENCE 
INVOLVING TWO ASSISTANTS TO MAYOR JOHN LINDSAY, RALPH DI GIA 
OF THE WAR RESISTORS LEAGUE, ROBERT CALVERT OF THE WAR TAX 
^>4 RESISTANCE, ABNER GURNAUER OF THE VIETNAM PEACE PARADE COMMITTEE 
AND WILLIS J, JENKINS OF THE SOCIAL SERVICE EMPLOYEES UNION, 

THE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS ARE AS FOLLOWS; 



END PAGE ONE 
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APRIL SECOND; FROM NOON UNTIL TWO PM, A RALLY WILL BE HELD 
AT CITY HALL, AT WHICH TIME A DELEGATION WILL SEE THE MAYOR OR HIS 
REPRESENTATIVE TO DEMAND ACTION ON THE PROBLEMS OF NEW YORK CITY, 
SUCH AS HOUSING , EDUCATION, POLLUTION AND UNEMPLOYMENT. THE 
LOWER END OF CITY HALL PARK WILL BE USED FOR THE RALLY FOR WHICH THE 
SPEAKERS WILL BE RALPH ABERNATHY AND HOSEA WILLIAMS OF THE 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC), DAVE DELLINGER 
OF THE PEOPLES COALITION FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE AND CAESAR CHAVEZ 
OF THE UNITED FARM WORKERS. THREE THOUSAND TO FIVE THOUSAND ARE 
EXPECTED. 

APRIL THREE; FROM ONE THIRTY TO THREE THIRTY PM, A RALLY 
WILL BE HELD AT THE BAND SHELL IN CENTRAL PARK WITH TEN THOUSAND 
PERSONS EXMPECTED TO ATTEND. DELEGATIONS ARE EXPECTED TO ARRIVE 
FROM MISSISSiKpPI AND PENNSYLVANIA BY BUS AND A MULE TRAIN 
CONSISTING OF TWO WAGONS AND FOUR MULES IS EXPECTED TO BE AT 
COLUMBUS CIRCLE. BOOTHS WILL BE SET UP ON THE WALKS IN THE PARK 
TO DISTRIBUTE LITERATURE. THE SPEAKERS WILL BE THE SAME AS ON 
APRIL SECOND. 

APRIL FOUR; CHURCHES^ AND SYNAGOGUES THROUGHOUT THE CITY 
END PAGE TWO 








PAGE THREE 






WILL BE CALLED UPON TO HOLD SERVICES COMMEMORATING THE WORK OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING. MOTORISTS WILL BE ASKED TO DIRVE WITH 
HEADLIGHTS ON. RALPH ABERNATHY IS EXPECTED TO PREACH AT THE 
RIVERSIDE CHURCH. DELEGATIONS ARE EXPECTED FROM ILLINOIS, 
TENNESSEE, WASHINGTON, DC, VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA. 

APRIL FIVE; AT TEN AM, A GROUP WILL ASSEMBLE AT THE 

{L 

NORTH END OF UNION SQUARE AND ARE EXPECTED TO MACH SOUTH ON 

/I 

BROADWAY LED BY TWO MULE TRAINS. BY ELEVEN AM, THIRTY 
THOUSAND ARE EXPECTED TO TAKE PART AND WILL REACH CITY HALL BY 
NGON, WHERE THEY WILL BE MET BY ABOUT THREE THOUSAND OTHERS 
FROM BROOKLYN, NEW YORK. THE ENTIRE GROUP WILL THEN PROCEED 

ccuTi: g:: Broadway to wall street, where a rally will be held at 
THE TREASURY BUILDING. SPEAKERS INVITED TO THE RALLY SCHEDULED 
FOR TWELVE THIRTY TO THREE PM ARE DOCTOR GEORGE WILEY OF THE 
NATIONAL WELFARE RIGHTS ORGANIZATION, CONGRESSWOMAN BELLA 

ABZUG and RALPH ABERNATHY AND HOSEA WILLIAMS OF THE SCLC. 

* 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

REBUAIRTEL, MARCH TWELVE LAST. 


END PAGE THREE 
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FROM ST. LOUIS (157-4800) IP 

-71/0 

' I Miss Holmes- 

demonstratiows in connection with anniversary of death of dr. — r 

(0 ^ 

lUTHER^ING, JR. APRIL FOUR, SEVENTY ONE. RM 



NO MASS DEMONSTRATIONS OR DISRUPTIONS SCHEDULED OR ANTICIPATED IN 
ST. LOUIS FOR WEEKEND OF APRIL FOURTH. SMALL RALLY TO BE HELD ON APRIL 
THIRD at pleasant GREEN BAPTIST CHURCH FOLLOWED BY MARCH TO ST. LOUIS 
MAYOR’S HOME, BOTH SPONSORED BY AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE /I ’ 
(AFSC) AND ST. LOUIS CHAPTER OF COALITION AGAINST WAR, RACISM AND 
REPRESSION. SEVERAL NEGRO CHURCHES WILL HAVE SPECIAL SERVICES HONOR- 
ING KING. AUTHORITIES EXPECT ONLY PEACEFUL GATHERINGS; NO VIOLENCE 

anticipated. 


ADMINISTRATIVE: RE BUREAU AIRTEL TO A^ANY MARCH TWELVE LAST. ALL 

RACIAL INFORMANTS CANVASSED; NONE KNOW OF ANY PLANS TO USE ANNIVER- 
SARY AS SPRINGBOARD TO VIOLENCE LOCALLY. SL WILL SUBMIT LHM UPON 
COMPLETION OF ACTIVITIES. ^ 0 

II APR 6 1971 
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f’rench Lick^ Inc 

■'1.^ . ^ 

In reply to your letter of March 20th, I am unable 
to answer your questions as information contained in the files of 
the FBI cannot be released because of Department of Justice reg- 
ulations regarding all matters of a confidential nature* I regret 
I cannot be of help to you. 

Sincerely yours^ 

J, Edgaf Hoov^ 
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MAR 2 5 1971 
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NOTE: Our files contain no record of correspondent. ' | 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D,C, 20000 


Dear Sir: 


O In a recent setting a person stated, " Martin Luther . 
King, was a member of at least sixty Communist-front 
Orgjti^ations 

First, how many Conununist-front organizations are known 
of, tl assume that you know of all of them.) to be in 
the United States? 


cO- 


Second, how many, if any. Communist-front organizations 
did Martin Luther King associate with, or was a member? 
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Vrom: Director, IBI 


DEHONSTRATIOITS IN CONNECTION WXTB 
y^TlVEESART OF DEATH OF MARTIN LUTHKE 
CJaiiG, JE., APRIL 4, 1971 
RACIAL MATTERS 


1 - Mr, W. C. Sullivan 
1 > Mr. J. P. Mohr 
1 •> Mr. C. D. Brennan 
1 - Mr. T. E. Bishop 
1 - Mr. A, Rosen 
1 - Mr. A, W. Cray 
1 - Mr, G, C, Moore 
1 - Mr. R. L. Shackelford 
1 - Mr. R. D. Cotter 
1 - Mr, J. C. Trainor 
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Inforaation from sources and in the presd indicates 
that various groups are planning demonstrations to 'Coincide 
with the third anniversary of the death of Martin lather 
Ming, Jr. , April 4, 1971. — 


The Reverend Ralph D, Abernathy, President of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference CSCIA!)^ recently 
announced that his organization plans a series of luring 
demonstrations in a campaign against poverty, var, and 
repression vhlch sill culminate in a march on Wall Street 
in New York City on April 4. At a February meeting of the 
Fifth Avenue Tietnam 1 Peace Parade Committee, the New York 
City arm of the People *s Coalition for Peace and Justice CP^J), 
a representative of 8CLC announced that the April 4 march 
will be preceded by teach-ins and other activity in Mew 
York City High Schools on April 2, and a take-over of 
sections of Central Park on April S. Delegates from the 
Student Mobilization Committee to End the War in Vietnam, 
wUcb is controlled by the Socialist Workeri^T^arty, 
agreed to support this demonstration. The PCN is a 
coalition of various protest groups including the Comnunist i 
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Party. 


I - All Offiosi 


JCT:pca 
<13L ) 


0' 




M^L ROOMi I 




61MAR25197K) 






TELETYPE UNIT I I 



( 





Air tel to Albany 

Be: Demonstrations in Connection with 

Anniversary of Death of Martin 
Luther King, Jr,, April 4, 1971 



In Chicago, Illinois, a coalition of labor, peace 
and social welfare organizations calling Itself **The Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Commemoration Committee,” has announced 
plans for "freedom marches” and rallies in Chicago on the 
eve of April 4, Ibis group is hopeful of attracting 
10,000 participants. 


In view of the potential for violence and disorder 
in demonstrations such as those being planned for Mew York 
City and Chicago, all offices should be alert for any 
information indicating that mass demonstrations commemorating 
King's death are being planned in their respective divisions, 
or that militant or extremist groups and Individuals are 
planning to participate in the demonstrations in Mew York 
City, Chicago, or elsewhere. If such Information Is developed, 
necessary investigation should be conducted to identify 
militant and extremist Individuals and groups Involved and 
to determine the tactics they Intend to use in the demon* 
strations. All information Is to be immediately furnished 
to the Bureau and pertinent offices by teletype suitable 
for dissemination and under appropriate descriptive caption. 
Individuals and organizations mentioned must be briefly 
characterized. 

Informants are to accoiq)aDy groups traveling 
to these demonstrations. Bureau authority is necessary \ 

prior to sending an informant. A copy of commnnication 
requesting authority to send an informant is to be directed 
to the pertinent office and Is to include the code name 
utilized by the informant. 

Close liaison should be maintained with police and 
other local agencies where the demonstrations are to be held 
and you should be particularly alert to possible violations 
of the antiriot statutes and other Federal statutes within 
the Bureau's Jurisdiction, 


MOTE : 

gee memorandum R.B. Cotter to Mr. C.D, Brennan-, 
same caption dated 3/10/71, prepared by JCT.pca* 
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St. Vrain, New Mexico 68133 

Dear^^^^^ 

1 have received your letter of February 22nd and, 
with respect to your comments, I am unable to furnish the eval- 
uation you are seeking. In addition, data in FBI files Is confidential 
pursuant to regulations of die Department of Justice. Any decision 
to honor an individual through the dedaration of a holiday is the 
responsibility of the appropriate authorities in the locality con- 
cerned and If would not be proper for me to comment on any such 


-r* 


action. 
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sincerely yours, 

3. Edgar Hoover 


MAILE 0 24 p J 

MARS - 1971 


FBI 


a'.ll 


'V''" 


r" 







NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 



TELETYPE UNTT l I 






\ 








1071 

rain, N.^ex, f^f*133 


J. Sdgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir; 

I’m one of several concerned citizens in our co’^munity 
who opposes anj^ action to make a national holiday of the 
birthdate of Martin Luth erring. 

Viie lack factual information on which to base this 
opinion, only personal convictions. 

I’m writing you to see if you have any infonr.ation 
or opinions which you are at liberty to disclose with 
regard to Mr. King, and which might' be heirful to us. 

Thank you for givinr this matter your cor si derate on. 
Sinrerelv 




all inforwiation cwtainfd 
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TO 


FROM 


subIect: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


date: 2/24/71 




SAC, ATLANTA (100-8589) (RUC) JU. 

¥uTMe^ f\. AJC 


/JJASHINGT ON KING H OLIDAY COMMITTEE 
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Re WFO air t els to Bureau and LHM 12/31/70 and 
1/3/71, and teletype to Bureau l/l47'71; Atlanta teletype to 
Bureau l/l^^/T^. 

All action requested of Atlanta by office of 
origin has been taken in this matter. As of this date 
Atlanta has no additional pertinent information. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTENTION: CRIME RECORDS SECTION 


date: 


TAMPA (157- 376) (C) 


.0. 


martin lother king 

miscellaneous infcbmation cgncerning 




Mr. Ds 


Mr. Felt 

Mf. Gal3_ 

Mr, Rosen 

Mr. Tavel _ 
Mr. Walters 

Mr. S^yars 

Tele. Raom_^ 
Miss Hoimes... 
Mias Gandy 



Enclosed for the Bureau is an jir.ticle captioned^ 
"Let*s Talk Politics,*' vhich is a featured article published 
on a weekly basis in 'The Weekly Challenger," a 


St, Peters- 
burg, Florida, weekly Negro newspaper, which is distributed 
throughout the Middle portion of Florida from St. Petersburg 
to Cocoa, 


^ /. 


I The article sets forth opinions by the author, 

jNORMAN E. JONES, of contrasts in the philosophy of MARTIN 
LUTHER KING and ROSA LEE)^ARKS. which aay be of , Interest to 
; the Bureau, ^/ . /■ 



Article forwarded for information of the Bureau,/ 
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Rosa ^ite National tfeUday* 


ftaiimi^ftTlOriCCKJWNED 

Hcs " hi"- ‘ 


A Norman Ev^aiies 

irentuaily ftitlle attempt tn bnlli 




TAMPA- -'Hie eventually ftitile attempt tn bulldoze Congress injf 
“to declaring a national holiday on Martin Lutiicr King's bixUid/ 
by his wealthy widow and few other misguided citizens would be 
comic if the proponents of thisiffdial. attempt to raise this 
philandering zealot to Salotibood were not seiiozs* Naturally | ^ 

weii- heeled widow wishes to exalt her late spouse as t h e | 
^ nearer he is to a saint the better the hustle for the Martin Liaher 

P ng Foundation and the higher her fee for tpcaldng,so with the 
dow it is a matter of cold cash in keeping alive the *in jr t hVf ^ 
this smaU time Baptist preacher. During his lifetime the 
widow sort of played a back seat lole as all the money came tb 
rough King's hand first and he was not too generous wifii t h ar 
heavy ^vy, at least to his wife. Now that the widow Is hand*‘ 

ling all the money first, it is only natural that she should with 
to keep him in the limelight- Irnagine if her wishes sl^u 
come to pass how mrach about loot would come in to MaiCU 
Luther King Foundation all of which is controUed of coi»e h f 
Mis . King, what with programs being held all over the Coiaxtiy ▼ 
and collections taken up and forwarded to the Martin Luther Kh^ 
Foundation it could become a really big proposition nmnln^ ligo ' 
millions of doUaln each yew. Funny fidng Mb, King nfevet 
-ntions Rosa Lee Parks who started it all anyhow* we ^ 

heard Mis. Parks was still a domestic, only this time In Qilc«gO| 
while Mis. King Is perhaps a millionarire • Seems like Fade 
^ should at least share a little in millions of dollars ol^’loolj King*: 
collected in hi$ lifetime and Mb, King 1$ still coining r h « * 
bucks, yet Rosa Paries is worse ofi than she was before staxl^ 

I the whole thing with her refusal to give her seat up on the bin, At 
least if such a holiday is declared lrslx>uld be the Martin littiir m 
King- Rosa Parks National Holiday, certainly Mb , Pari« should 
get equal billing. Different ftom fiic chicken-egg of 

which came first, there is n6 question of which came fint Rosa| 
^Paiks or Martin Luther King, Mu, Parks came fim of course biJ 
King took over and g ain ed ^ jfl 

, O — — — ~ - 9 » a 

Me. Pads is unioiown and pooi«r tlian die was at fint. Ceitaisi^ 

I Mb . King should cut Mb . Fades In for aome of the tmney ah. Is \ 
coining as well as for aome of the recognition the is due for havi4 
>ng the unselfish courage of pairing AbI step towaed 

~om, Letus belatedfyrallytothecaweoftkefallaBtkro !:^, 

. Rosa Lee Paris. ^ 
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Honorable BU^lythe 
^ouse of Pe^resentallvec 
Austio, Texas 78711^“ 



/.LLli;i-uiv-^"-nCNCi':,TAi-.ED 

KbnON iS i.'r'i'.LASSlFIED 
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Dear Mr. Blythe: 

0oTJi 

On Febraary 16th I received yoar letter and appreciate 
your interest In cootactlRg me. 

While 1 wish I could foroish you the Informatioo yen 
desire, it Is not possible to do so because of the conlldei^ial nature 
our files pursuant to regulatloos of the Department of Justice. I am, 
however, enclosing some public source material which I hope will be 
of l^tp to you. 
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Sincerely yoors, 

i. Edgax Hoover 
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Bishop . 




Brennan. C.D. 

Callahan 

Casper 

Conrad 

^ Dslbey 

Felt 

r‘' Gale 


Eaclosoxw^j^) o 
Congresslon^ Record May 16, 1968 
King V/iret^f^Called RFK’s Idea 
1 - Dallaflb> Enclosure 
1 - El Paso - Endo'si^ „ , 

1 - Houston - Enclosure bJ. i.jI 

1 > San Antonio > Enclosure 

t B I 

NOTE: Our files contain nothing id^fiij^ifiable regarding Mr. ,B^the. 
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BILL BLYTHE 

DISTRICT 22.3 
2632 YORKTOWN #350 

HOUSTON. TEXAS 77027 
713 e23-®728 
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Mr. ToIik^ .klC. 
SuUivan. 
iMr.^r 
/Vf- .. 

Mr, Callahan 

Mr. Casper 

Mr* Conrad 

Mr. Da' ^ii-y 

Mr. PpU 

Mr. Gr - 

Mr. R spn . . 

Mr. Ta- 1 

Mr. Walter* 

Mr. S^yjii3 

Tele, uiyom 

Miss Holmes 

Miss Candy 


&tatp at SIr-xaB 
of IRpprrBrntatwrB 

Aualitt. GIrxas J 

nP" 

Mr . J . Edgar"Tioovci'^ Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
9th and Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20535 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Recently the Texas Legislature memorialized Martin L uthe^ r 
<i: > King by passing a resolution in his memory. — Or'TTl^’15Cr' 
■"Inem^rs of the Texas House, only two of us voted against 
the resolution. 

My basis for voting against the resolution was that I 
felt that in reality King was surrounded by violence and 
was not a man of non-violence as depicted by the resolu- 
tion. This decision was based in part on my own personal 
observations and also on some of your statements as 
quoted in the news media. 

It would be most appreciated if you could provide me with 
'any background material in reference to King that will 
i further Justify and substantiate my position in this matter, t 

Your attention to this matter will be most helpful in ray 
efforts as a Legislator to maintain responsible government. 


With every good wish. 


Sincerely yours. 



Bill Blythe 
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February 22, 1971 













Orem‘, Utah 84057 

Bi reply to your letter which was received on 
February 16th, I am unable to comply with your request for 
information because of Department of Justice regulations 
r^arding all matters of a confidential nature. 


Sincerely yours, 

J, Edgai Hoover 
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Orem, Utah 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
F.B.I. 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover 

In view^C the present movement to glorify the 
name of Martin LuthepKing by making a National Holiday of his 
birthdate, please make every effort possible to inform our Senators 
and Congressmen that' this man was not a patriot of this wonderful 
country and should be condemmed--not glorified. 

I woidd like a copy of your report on Mr. King- - / 


ipf 


Very truly yours 
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Sullivan 

Mohr I r. 

Bishop 

Brennan, C.D> 

Callahan 

Casper 

Conrad 

Dalbey 

Felt 

Gale 

Rosen 

Tavel 

Walters 

Soyars 

Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 
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Honorable Thomas J. Meskill 
The Governor of Connecticut 
Hartford, Connecticut 06115 

My dear Governor Meskill: 


Tour letter concerning constituent inquiries ^ 
about Klartin Luther King was received on February 16th* 

\Miile I wish it were possible to be of assist- 
ance to you, any information about the alleged communist 
affiliations of King, whether substantiated or not, cannot be 
released because of a Department of Justice order regarding 
all matters of a confidential nature* I am sorry I am unable 
to furnish the data you are seeking* 



Sincerely yours, 

Edgar Hoover 


i ^■'New Jfaven - Enclosure 




' V V 

NOTE: Buflles disclose Governor Meskill is a former Congressman 
wi|!h whom, we had cordial relations during his tenure in Congress anrf 
we. have had cordial correspondence of a constituent nature with him 
over the years. H * 
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Mr. Callahan 


Mr. Casper 

Mr. Conrad 


Mr, Dalbey _ 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Walters _ 
Mr. Soyars _ 
Tele. Room _ 
Miss Holmes 
Miss Gandy , 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
9th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Washington, D, C, 20535 


Dear Mr, Hoover: 

During recent weeks several of my con^j^uents have 
written me regarding the late Dr. Martin. Duther-JCing~aad his 
alleged connection with several Communist movements in the 
United States. 

If possible, please provide me with a brief report 
on these allegations so that I may intelligently answer those 
citizens who bring this matter to my attention. 

Thank you for your kindness and cooperation in this 

matter. 


Sincerely, 


GOVERNOR 




TJM:ssk 


Thomas J. Meskill 
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outh ^Carolina 
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Mr. Walters... 
'\l :\ I^' ya'» s . 

Trie. Roam 

M.oJl 


Miss Gandy 


Hon, J, Edgar Hoover, 

Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
United States Department of Justice, 
Washington, D, C, 


My dear Mr, Hoover: 


ml WFORLiATlCi'i CONTAINED' 

upnnrMQi|y‘-CL/\SSl^^^ ^ . 

y - V? 




I appreciate your letter of January 27, 1971, in reply to my letter 
concerning the Government's promulgation of information to defense 
onployees about utilizing their earned leave to celebrate the birthday 
of Martin Luther King, 


I fully realize the responsibility of those of us throughout the Nation 
who decry the trend toward honoring subversives. Accordingly, I forwarded 
essentially the same letter which I wrote to your office to each of my 
Senators, Senator Thurmond forwarded my letter to the Office of the 
Secretary of Defense and sent to me a copy of the reply from the Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Civilian Personnel Policy) which I enclose, 
herewith • 


d 


I am very concerned about the "many Americans" who revere Martin Luther 
King and his ilk. I am very concerned about the "reverend doctor's" 
"accomplishments", as well as those of Marx, Lenin, Stalin and their ilk; 
as well as those of their "mutual admiration society" in America today. 
However, I am more concerned about those in our Government who might revere 
any one of them for their "accomplishments", especially after having attained 
high office under the best governmental system of all history. 








I stand ready to assist, to the best of my ability, loyal patriots of our 
Government who may legally resist the efforts to subvert our Constitution, 
dishonor our Flag, revere the "accomplishments" of subversives, or promulgate 
to our people invitations to do either. Furthermore, I wish to assist, 
insofar as msy be practicable, all efforts to remove subversives and their 
sympathizers Jtoon public office or any posltien of public trust, 

/ R£C.6& 














Very respectfi. 


yours. 




Ends: (2)hw 
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MANPCV.'ER AND 
RESERVE AFFAIRS 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20301 

* 


2 9 JAN m 


Ho iiorable Strom Thurmond 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 


Dear Senator Thurmond; 


This is in reply to vou r rec e nt letter on. behalf of | 

^Charleston Heights, South 
Carolina, concerning the liberal leave policy for Department of 
Defense employees on January 15, the anniversary of the birth 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, 


Many Americans, black and white, revere Dr. King for his 
accomplishments, and we believe that the Department of Defense 
should do no less than allow those employees desiring to observe 
the anniversary of his birth the opportunity to take annual leave 
for this purpose. Annual leave is earned by Federal employees, 
oud they are entitled to take it at a time of their choosing pro- 
vided, of course, that e 8 senti 2 d operations and \^ork are not 
disrupted. The statement of the Deputy Secretary of Defense on 
January 12, 1971, and the action taken by the Charleston Naval 
Shipyard are considered consistent with the human goals of the 
nation. 


It is hoped Uiat the above information will be helpful to you. 

• Sincerely, 


(Signed) Carl 17, ClenTo'Sf 

CARLW. CLEV/LOV* 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(Civilian Personnel Policy) 
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Ch»rl*ston Ualghtt^ S»uth C«r*liM 
15 Fvbruarj 1971 


b"?C9 


K»n, J. Str«B Thumoad^ 
tfciiivd St«tbs S«n«i«r« 

United S«net«, 

Wathingiea« U. C« 

deer Mr* S«n»i«rt 

Thank jau rmrj nuch for jaur lottar of Fobrusxy 2, 197I| vith capjr of 
AstS*d)«f (Cirilien Poraonnol Policy) loiter of 29 January 1971# eon- 
coming the notification of dofenso eciployoea of tho obaorvaneo of 
Martin Luther King* a birthday. 

Aa you probably noted when reading the letter of Mr. Clowlov, eltod 
oMro. I did not arrlte originally to laako inquiry about the righto of 
Covemnent poraonnal to uae their earned leave aa they nay wiah. X lUTo 
been a Federal «nployao for thirty-throe (33) yoara* It was ^at net 
clear to no why our Covemaont %rould, at taxpeyera* oxpenao, publioh 
notieca to defense peraonncl an invitation to eolobrato tho birthday of 
a aubverairo. It a till iaa*tj 


While oomo "Azaerioana"# no doubt, aloe revere Mane# Lenin and Stalin, 
oxir Gevemnont has not yet, to the best of oy knowlodgo# openly paaaod 
out free advertisements for thair birthday ealobrationc* fizQioauro of 
those who hold in osteon Ihrtin Luther King, Karl ISstx and their ilk, 
it seems to ma# would bo much nero appropidato than inviting dofonoo 
poraennel to uao tholr loavo tine to rsvom any ana of them. 

Why dooa not tho GoToranent, in tho interest of our national aaextritj, 
proatulgato to tho public amro inforaation concerning tho activitioo of 
the late "great reverend dector** iu»lead ef eiiCeuraging Americano to 
rarero hl*7 


God help us* 


Voiy roapoetfhlly ycurn. 
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Hen. J. Kdgar Hooror, 

Federal Bumau of lovostigatlon. 
United States Uoparinant of Juatieo# 
Waahingtan, D. C. 
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Bishop - . 
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Quincy, Illinois 62301 
Dear 


COUTW® 

Kn 


4,6'7f 


Your letter was received on February 8th and, with 
respect to your inquiry. Information concerning the alleged communist 
affiliations of Martin Luther King, whether substantiated or not, can- 
not be released because of Department of Justice regulations regarding 
all matters of a confidential nature. 

I can tell you, however, that Rlrs. Julia Brown furnished 
information on subversive activities to the FBI on a confidential basis 
from 1951 to 1960. Although she was not an employee of this Bureau, 
she was compensated for her services. Her views are strictly her own 
and do not represent the FBI in any way. In keeping with my long- 
standing policy, I cannot comment further regarding Mrs. Brown. 

Sincerely yours, 


Hoover 


^ y ^ NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Quincy, Illinois 62J01 
Pebruaxy 2, 1971 


Pederal Bureau of Investigation 
V/ashington, D,C, 20000 

Soar Six I 

The Support Your Local Police organization of our area 
is bringing a speaker, Mrs. Julia Brovm, to this community. 

In the advance notices, implications are put forth that jlartin 
Lathe ring might have been a Communist, Of course, I am well 
av;are of any John Birch group rationale, but 1 feel strongly 
that such innuendoes are mjust in our society. Is there a statement 
by the PBI concerning Martin Luther King that could be used for 
publication— to dampen such despicable activity of the John Birch 
"fronts"/? I have always felt that the IBI was above "Joe McCarthyism", 
I loo2 to you for an answer,— Thank you. 


Yours sincerel 
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ALL INFOR'vlAlTJi! CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSI^D 

----- 

la reply to your letter received on February 9th, 
information concerning Martin Luther King cannot be released 
because of Department of Justice regulations regarding all matters 
of a confidential nature. I regret I cannot be of help to you in this 
instance. 

Sincerely yours, 

S', Edgar Hoover 


MAILED 12 

FEB 11 1971 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I am a white student In an Alabama high school. Here, 
we are having racial problems, and I have one negro teacher who is 
mainly responsible for the. trouble. He has started a club for the 
freedom of the negroes, and now In our wOrld history class, which 
he teaches, he makes us study and write about negroes instead of the 
subject. 


The principal in our school agrees with him, because he 
doesn’t want anymore problems with the negroes. I believe the 
negroes have more rights than we do, which I don’t think is right. - 
Now they are rioting in the streets anc^othing is being done about it. 


o 

c':i 


SN 

CO >J 


Maybe I will get in trouble for writing you this letter, 
but I would likeg): you to send me all the Information that you have 
on M artin LutheViang. Jr . I would like to know all the bad charac- 
teristics, as well as the good he had. ' 

I know that you probably want even have a chanc^ to 
read this letter, much less send me any information but I sijfejy would 
appreciate any effort that you could make. 

Sincerely, 
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r OFFICE OF OiRECTOfl 

federal bureau of INVESriGATlOM 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

August 19, 1970 



MR. MOHR . 


The attached column 
by Pamala Haynes appearing • 
in "The Philadelphia Tribune" 
of August 15, 1970, was sent 
to the Director with other 
newspaper articles by an 
anonymous source from Philac 
Pennsylvania. 
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MISS HAYNES 




PAMALA HAYNES 


A lot of people are gettine geared np to 
snicker oveY the Dr. Martin Luther King-J. Edgar 
Hoover hassle and wring their hands' in despair 
while ignoring the central point of the entire ugly 
ci)iso*lc. ' . • . 

That being not Dr. King’s innocence or guilt. 
The man is dead and beyond any such judgment 
by us. 

The scandal, if there is one, is the fact thaL 
an old man has access to the telephones and pri*..' 
vate information concerning every potential lead- 
er the oppressed can raise. 

If Time Magazine and black novelist John 
Williams arc correct in ' their revelation of what 
went on in that 1964 meeting between Dr. King 
*and Hoover, if Hoover confronted him with tapes - 
of phone conversations which would have ruined 
him as a moral leader, and merely lectured him, 
then he was wrong. 

If, however, he ’’suggested” that Dr. King ' 
shut up yelling what a pack of racists the FBI 
was after giving him a rundown on what the tapes ' 
contained, then he should be fired for his gross 
misuse o( the powers of his public oilice. 

The existence of the tapes and lurid guesses 
as to their contents have been bandied about in 
^certain circle for the past five or six. years. 


§ V 

A 

* ?> 


I a ' 7^ 

EMCIOSUBB 

IMCLOSUSai 



r 




5^1 


The midcrground smut actually twied to the 
surface last year when former Attorney General 
Rainsoy Clark demanded that Hoover answer **yca*' 
or nay to rciKuts that his apCjita Were playinsf 
iiie tapes for selected congressmen, Senators and' 
editorK. ' - * * 

Now it’s one thing for a man to entertain his 
buddies with dirty movdes or tape recordings of 
an enemy s alleged wrongdoing. It’s certainly not 
the normal pastime for people with mature, bal- 
anced minds who accept sex as just another part 
of mature an d not a subject f or giggling and con- 
dcmration. ^ 

Hoover, mid-Victorian American > 
white male of 75 years of age can listen to all tha 
heavy k'eathing tapes he wishes. — 

J. iidsar Hoover, director of the Fedei^l Bu-"^ 
resu of Investigation, should not use personal in- 
political advantage or in an attempt 
to destroy someone who is battling him politically.'. 

''' — f ooj^ an 

ounce oncnowiCuge oi comparative political theory 
knows that Christianity and Communism are com-. 
pJetely inimical, to each other. 

pmmunist Party organisers found this out 

push in 

the_ 1930 s and 40 s to recruit black people into • 
thejr party^ . — ^ 

they found, preferred Jesus to 

^Kan'ai .Tr y. 

“■TSfJ. Edgar has never been much on politi-'^ 
cal theory. He’s* much too busy manning other 
peopic's telephones and deciding oh his next vio- • 
Aim. Im not paranoid, buH have noticed a pe- ' 
cuiiar clicking wund cn my phone at times. Have 
you? . 
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822PtyrTlTEL 1/13/71 CPS 
[TO^^IRECTOR 

FROM MOBILE (157-NEW) (P) 


( roERAL BUREAU OF investigation Wr! 

V XVIUNICATIONS SECTION ’ £'* Jf"!!'' / 

JAN 1 3 1971 y / n ; 

JL ^ X M' CBsper_3 ~ 

XNR 00 A MQ/PLAIN TELETYPE X . > Mr. ConradlZ 

/ f K Mr. Felt 

p22Pt^ITEL 1/13/71 CPS y' M?' S fjn" ~ 

rector Mr! — : 

FROM MOBILE (157-NEW) (P) 45(^’ ^ , Tele. 

I /\^ A 

MEMORIAL CANDLELIGHT MARCH FOR REV. MARTIN LUTHE^^^NG. 


at TUSKEGEE. _ALA«. « JANUARY FIFTEEN NEXT. RM 


MFORMED that ROBERjj^CKSON AND 


lo7(^ 

n 


CORNEUl^^ATUM/ TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE STUDENTS, HAVE BEEN 

GRANTED PERMIT BY CITY OF TUSKEGEE TO HOLD A CANDLELIGHT 

MARCH AND SERICES IN MEMORY OF THE LATE'REV. MARTIN ' ‘ \i 


LUTHER KING, JR.', ON JANUARY FIFTEEN NEXT. 

ABOUT FIVE HUNDRED TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE STUDENTS ARE* ^ 
EXPECTED TO ASSEMBLE AT FIVE PM THAT DATE AND MARCH . 


B ty A 

^ ' > v cr^ri ^ 


XIL 

.6, EN MNG . . 


THE CITY SQUARE WHERE SERVICES WILL BE HELD, 

SI-U4 nro PL 

ABOUT SIX THIRTY PM. MARCH AND Sfawte E^CTED TO BE 


ORDERLY AND REGULATED BY STUDENT MARSHALLS. 


If JAN 


19 1971 


MACON COUNTY SO, ALA. DSP, MILITARY INTELLIGENCE AGElllCWG 


AND SECRET SE^iLICE ALERTED. yADMINISTRATIVE 8 NO LHM WILL BE 
SUBMITTEXT UACB IN ABSENCE OF ANY INCIDENT. PENDING 
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In reply to your letter which was received on 
February 1st, Information concerning the alleged communist 
affiliations of Martin Luther King, whether substantiated or 
not, cannot be released because of Department of Justice 
regulations regarding all matters of a confidential nature. I 
regret I cannot be of assistance to you in this instance. 

^cerely yours, 
i. Edgar Boorar 


MAILED IM , 


r 

1fEB4 -1971 


COWM-FBI 


NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Mt. Crawford, Va. 22841 
Jan. 27, 1971 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Dear Mr. Hoover, 

( 

^ I am asked to give a talk on the subject of ’T Have a 
Dream for Ufe in the World. ” *n»is talk is to have its outiine 
from the dream of Martin Luthe^ing. Jr. 






From your records could you tell me if Martin Luther 
King, Jr. believed the Protestant Creed ? Did he believe in the 
Virgin Birth of Christ ? Was ;^e associated with Communists ? Did he 
work for the Christian Church ? Or, did he work to help Communist 
interests ? 






If there’s any charge for your answer please send the 
Yours truly, 

I 
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y (To " I ^ (o L 7<s 




ALL INFOR’vlATlON COMTAINED 

HEREIN IS ^CLASSIFIED 

DATEaj^BYSifi 6 L!lni 4 . 

* 


1 have received year letter d January 25th and 
vant to thank yoa for the kind remark about my direction of the 
FBI. Also, the interest which prompted you to furnish your 
views is appreciated. 

With respect to your request, it has always been 
my policy to refrain from injecting this Bureau or myseU into 
matters relating to legislation. Within the Department of Justice, 
it is the function of the Attorney General to determine the desir- 
ability of legislation. 

Sincerely yours. 


^ MAILEQ lli 


IFEBI -1971 

'■ COMM-FBI ' 


J. Edgar Hoover 
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Tnlsf>n _ 
Sullivuii 
Mohr 


Bishop 

lirciiiinii, C.D. , 

('ailahtm 

( uspor ... 

(‘oiiriid 

I’’ til 

Calc 

Rosen 

Tavoi 

Will lor. «i 

SoyflTs 

Tolc. Kooiu ___ 
Holmes 


NOTEV./p^r files disclose wrote us in July, 1970, 
inquiring about the National Council of Churches. We acknowl 
edged his letter on 7/28/70, address as above. 
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January 25 i 1971 


heron is unclassified ,- 
DATEaai^B Y g 


Honorable J#Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigatxon 

v'/ashiiigton ,D ,C • 





I 


Td.;. 

•Mif-s 


Dear Sir: 

Thank you for the good work you are doing. 

I understand that U.S. 

has orooose to introduce a bill to designa-ce 
jJLary 15 th .Martin Luther King’s Birthday as a 
national holiday. 


This bill must be defeated. 

V.Tien men of the character 
can possibly become heroes 
country, then it's indeed t 
notice of the dangerous tr 
deeply rooted in our society. 

I vFould appreciate your opinion concerning this 
matter, I remain. 


)f Martin Lut hfiX-Xing- 
.arid^'^rtyrs of this 
Lme to sit up and take 
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COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
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JAIU5i97T^^^,^iS, 

teletype 



1 - 15-71 
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DIRE^R 
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U57-2271) 
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Mr. ToJwJn — 

Mr. Sullivan 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr, Bishop 
Mr-BrennanCBj^^ 
Mr. Callahan-^ 
Mr. Casper — zJ. 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Felt 
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Mr. Gale.. 
Mr. Rosen- 


Mr. Tavel- 
Mr. Walter 


Mr. Soi'.'ivs 


l/Tele. Room 
Miss Holmes 

^ I Miss Gandy 


rallies and possible march to commerate birthday of doctor martin 


LUTHER^ING, JANUARY FIFTEEN, NINETEEN SEVENTY ONE, TALLAHASSEE, 


FLORIDA. RM, IS DASH SMC, RACIN, STAG. 






SOURCE NUMBER ONE WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE r]fi 
PAST ADVISED THIRTY STUDENTS BE/I AT MOORE AUDITORIUM, FLORIDA STATE rjl" 


UNIVERSITY (FSU) TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA, AT FOUR PM JANUARY FIFTEEN, 
NINETEEN SEVENTY ONE TO TAKE PART IN A RALLY TO COM MERAT E THE 

'■'i \ 


5/, 


BIRTHDAY OF DOCTOR MARTIN LUTHER KING. ALL BUT^T^REE.^O^^ 


HE GRO 


I 


WERE OF THE WHITE RACE AND SOME, INCLUDING ,JACjO^B£RM^^ THh. 
PRINCIPAL LEADER, WERE MEMBERS OF STUDENT MOBILlZAAylON 
COMMITTEE, FSU RADICAL DASH ANTI DASH WAR ORGANIZATION. THE GROUP 
WALKED ON SIDEWALKS TO THE CORNER OF VIRGINIA AND MACOMB STREETS, 


JT 
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PAGE TWO 
JK 157-227! 

TALLAHASSE, WHERE A RALLY WAS HELD. 

SOURCES TWO AND THREE, WHO HAVE FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION 
IN THE PAST ADVISED THAT ABOUT ONE HUNDRED PERSONS TOOK PART IN THE 
RALLY. MOST WERE OF^THE NE6Rj)^CE^ IMPROMPTU SPEAKERS INCLUDED 
LIEBERMAN, RALIEGHN juG GER, leader of MCCOLM X UNITED LIBERATIO N^ FRO NT 
LOCAL BLACK MILITANT^GA^ AND OTHER^ PERSONS FROM THE^ALLY 

GROUP. PRINCIPAL SPEAKER WAS REVEREN D_C ELE ,„LO C aIcS^^TJ^ 


and MErffi^OF,_^O.UTHERN_CMlSTlA^ LEADERSHII?,,^ WHO EULOGIZED 

KING. THE RALLY ENDED AT SIX PM WITHOUT INCIDENT. 

local law ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES AND AUSA TALLAHASSEE WERE 
ADVISED. MILITARY INTELLIGENCE AND SECRET SERVICE BEING ADVISED. 


ADMINISTRATIVE. 



fii 


DEB WA DC FBI CL 


KC'0f^4 'iU 





n 


0 


c 


J.idgar Hoover, Dir. f’.B.I. 
Dear Sirj 


JaniLyy 


1971 


Mr. b^i^an 

i 

Mr, Culaban 

Mr- PAApskr 

Mr . 

Mr. TTpU _ _ 

Mr. Hnln 

Mr RrtAnn 

Mr. X^vc*l - 

Mr. Wnlterfi . 

SAynrn 

Rnom 

Mi AM HnlmAft 

Mina HfwiHy 





SoDaona baa to apa&k out against tbs aboslnable movamant that is afoo 
tha land} nanaly tba drive to establish as a national holiday the birthdj 
tin Lutbar King Jr« At a tine when the great hero^patriote of Aaerioa a| 
egatad to the basaaant so far as national reoognition is oonoamady the 
axhileratad their efforts to an hystarioal pitok to proalala a day of roj 
the ’nartyred* oivil rights leader* It is utterly ludiorous that the maj 
Dore than any other one nan to proaote violenoe and revolution in the 
eulogized as a man of peaoe* I hare dooiunented proof that Martin Luther^. _ 

rilling tool of the oomsunist party. By creating oirll tumoil, King contributed^ 
the etrengthening of the oomnunist ooneplraoy* He promoted ‘civil disobodienoe'.^ 

Tie surrounded birasalf ritb cominunistB and he belonged to sixty oosirauniat front orgai* 
nizations — ~ more than any oociaunist in the U*3* d 

o d 

Although Martin Luther Kin^r Jr. was not a oard-osriying ooosiunist, his notorious 
affiliation with known communists and oommunlst organizations prove beyond a shadov ^ 
of doubt, that he was, to all intents and purposes, himself a oomaunist* 

There is no doubt in my mind that Martin Luther King Jr» was a oomnunist* The 
Federal Oovamoant knows he ras a communist. The F.B.I, knows he vus a oommur.iet. 

In the light of the faots at hand, proolaiming him a national hero is a treveety of] 
humiliating degradation perpetrated against our real heros, and an insult to the Am-^ 
erioan People. It is time, ray past time, that the offioials in our govamriont who 
are in a position to do so, to bring the truth about this man out into tha open, anc 
reveal him for rhat he really was) a traitor to his oountxy and to his people, 

Tha most diabolical aspect of the King ‘layth*, Is that he posed as a man of Ood 
and covered himself rit^ the respsctability of the * clergy*, and led his people into 
a morass of sin, confusion, and revolution in the name of our Lord, 

"Bevare of false prophets^ rhioh ooae to you in sheeps clothing, but inwardly 
they are ravaning wolves. (Matt. 7il5) -16— Ye shall know them by their fruits. — - 
- 17 - Sven so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit) but a corrupt tree bringeth 
forth evil fruit.** 

Anyone who says the fruits of Martin Luther King’s campaign are any thing but evil 
deceives himself. I sincerely hope that all rational citizens will have the courage 
to speak out against a '’national Martin Luther King Dey**, 

"Pbols rush in where angale fear to tread**, and I realize th»t I have trod upon 
hallowed leftist ground) but it had to be done. — I did it, and I*m glad. 
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Date: 


1/22/71 


f 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


CLJ»eS1FlE0 AND^ U 


Via 


fClM,M*2.4.2 _ 

DA T E OF REV I E T J F Oft 


DA T E 0.F REV tL V J run 

t _ I . ^ 


]|Mr. T — 
j|Mr. SB’Hv:;n_ 
{i Mr. M- !'r — 

Mr. P ' •'■7' 

Mr.Er.' - -'"C 
Mr. C. " y 1 
Mr. Caf, V _ 
Mr. C-.:. I 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. R-'sen .. 

Mr. Tri>-1 .. 
Mr. Walters. 

>5 

T^le Room._ 
. .i .niea 


TO: 

FROI’i : 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, WF-0^(157-3676) (C) 

V^-JASHING'^^i ^IiIg HOLIDAT^^^^^^ATEAGENCiB^ 

^ COrililTTEE - (VJKHC). MT) FIFI£» OFFICES • p, 

RACIAL MATTERS . ADVIFID BY 

(00:VJPO) SLIP(S) CF_C£^«S5Jfc*E 

Re Vi/FO teletiPp£^ 1/15/717 



Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies of an LHM 
dated and captioned as above. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

V.'ashlngton , D. C. 20535 


January 22, 1971 




CONFpp^IAL - 


VJASHIMGTON KING HOLIDAY COMIIITTEE (V/KHC) 
RACIAL MATTERS 



a“ineetlng oi‘ the WKiiU was held in Washington, D. C. (V.'DC), 
December 29, 1970, to formulate plans to celebrate January 15, 
1971, the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and to make 
this day a national holiday. According to source, petitions 
from throughout the country v/ere to be presented that date 
to Congress for this purpose. 


The source stated that the WKHC was founded follov^ing 
a meeting December 17, 1970, in VJDC, betv;een the Honorable 
John Conyers, Jr., Democrat, First District, Michigan and Mrs. 
Coretta Scott King, at which time the formation of a 90 member 
citizen's committee was announced. The group Includes seven 
United States Senators, sixteen Congressmen, the Presidents 
of the National Council of Churches, United Auto Workers, State, 
County and Municipal Employees Unions, and other representatives 
from government, labor, business, religion and the arts. 




/ 


Source further advised that in furtherance of the 
..urpose of the V/KHC, Mayor V/alter E. V/ashington and City Council 
Chairman Gilbert Kahn, Jr. , had drafted plans for the observance 
of the birthday of Dr. King, Jr. , and v.'ould hold suitable 
memorial services in front of the District Building, l^th and 
E Streets, N.V/. , WDC, on January 15, 1971. 

Source stated that V/illie J. Hardy, a well known 
black community leader, is Chairman of the VroC VJKHC and in 
her capacity as Chairman formulated plans for city wide 
observances in honor of Dr. King. The following is a schedule 
of the major eventc listed for January 15, 1971: 


Tine 

8:00 a.m. 


;?rnT'?F.IATTt AGESCHS 
Y X CSS 

SLIP(n) 


Scheduled Event 



/ 
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i 
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V.7,n}:i:iGT0M Kli’G HOLIDAY COiKlI"rEE 
(V/KHC) 


Time _ . , Scheduled Event 



9:30 a.m. 
11:15 a.m. 
11:30 a.m. 

1:15 p.m. 
2:90 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 


7:00 p.m. 
8:00 p.m. 


Church; Nev/ Jersey and Hev; York 
Avenues. . ■ 

Memorial Service' - Steps of the 
District Building, l^th and E 
Streets, H.W., V7DC. 

Dedication of Martin Luther Ming, 
Jr., Pood Co-Op, North Capitol and 
H Streets, N.V7., V/DC. 

Memorial Service - Bibleway Church, 
1130 Hew Jersey Avenue, H.VM, V.'DC. 
Key Note Speaker - Dr. Ralph David 
Abernathy of the .Southern Ciiristian 
Leadership Conference. 

Changing the name of Nichols Aveivue, 
S.E., to Martin Luther King Avenue, 
S.E. 

Pilgrimage to the Capitol from the 
Bible Uay Church to present petition 
to members of Congress. 

Parade from Florida Avenue, M.E. , to 
K Street to H Street, N.E. (Parade 
Route - Starting Point: Trinidad 

Avenue, and Florida Avenue, N.E., 
vrest on Florida to K Street, VJest 
on K Street to 8th Street, South on 
8th Street, to H Street, East on H 
Street, to 11th Street - Disband * 
at Douglas Memorial Methodist 
Church, 11th and K Streets, N.E.) 

Memorial Service, Douglas Memorial 
Methodist Church, Reverend VJalter E. 
Fauntroy, Principal Speaker. 

The Walton Singers - All Souls 
Unitarian Church, l6th and Harvard 
Streets, N.V7. 


Source advised that Dr. Ralph David Abernathy, President 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference and Mrs. Coretta Scott 



( ( 


V.'ASHIJyGTOK KirCG HOLIDAY COI'IMITTEE • COHPI 

(WKHC ) 


King v;ould be present in V/DC, on January 15, 1971, to participate, 
in the march to the steps of the Capitol where the petitions • 
gathered from all over the United States requesting that 
January 15th be declared a National holiday would.be presented 
to members of Congress. •• N 

' ■ ' i ■ ) 

Source further advised on January 11, 1971, that a 
joint nevjs conference featuring Mayor V/alter Washington, rep- 
resenting the District of Columbia Government, Mrs. V/lllie J. 

Hardy and Clarence Bennett, Co-Chairmen of the WIHC was held at 
2:30 p.m., that date, in the District Building to outline the ' 
events planned for the celebration of the ^2nd Anniversary of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s birthday. 

Mayor VJashington announced plans for city-wide and 
neighborhood ceremonies, religious services, meetings and 
other special events planned for January 15, 1971* 'i’be Mayor 
also advised that one of the city's major streets v/ould be re- 
named Martin Luther King Avenue and that the renaming of the 
street would be marked by appropriate ceremonies. Mayor 
VJashington announced that the necessary action to rename the 
street v;as being taken by the District of Columbia City 
Council with his full support. 

Source stated, the Mayor and City Council Chairman 
Gilbert Hahn, Jr., issued a joint proclamation urging citizens 
and organizations throughout the District to take part In 
memorial observances, and at the request of Chairman Hahn and 
the f'»yor, the memorial activities in the District were planned 
and coordinated by Sterling Tucker, Vice Chairman of the Council 
and Julian Dugas, Director of the District of Columbia Depart- 
ment of Economic Development. 

On Janaury 15, 1971, Special Agents of the FBI observed 
the memorial service held in honor of the anniversary of the 
birth of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., which was held on the 
steps of the Distri'ct Building, l4th and E Streets, N.W. , V.T)C. 

The service which was scheduled to begin at 9:30 a.m. , 
did not commence until 9:50 a.m., at which time there v;ere 
approximiately three hundred people in attendance. The peak of 
the crowd, during the services, was estimated to be 4 or 5 hundred 
of v.’hich approximately 90 per cent were black. 

Sterling Tucker, Vice Chairman of the D. C. City 
Council introduced the speakers among vxhom v;ere Gilbert Hahn, 
Chairman of the City Council; J. C. Turner, WDC APL-CIO executive 
and Mayor Walter E. VJashington, who delivered the keynote 




V.’ASIlIiiGTOiT KIMG HOLIDAY COIIiaTTEE 
( UKI'C ) 



address niemoralizing and eulogizing Dr. King. 


Ui) 


r after dellverintr. 

aT)rief eulogy. Mayor V/ashlngton stated that Just as Dr. King 
had a dreani, so he. Mayor Washington, had some dreams for 
V.’ashington , D. C. He advised he vianted UDC to become a place 

of opportunity for both black and white a place where little 

children could look to the sun. 


Mayor Washington asked all to work In order to help 
make Dr, King's dream a reality and then stated that in this’ 
context It was important to him and altogether fitting that 
the new WDC Library being constructed on G Street between 8th 
and 9th Streets, N.W., be dedicated to and named for Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. He remarked that this memorial of brick and 
mortar would live through the ages and educate young people 
and ivas therefore a fitting memorial to King's life. Mayor 
V.’ashington concluded his address by stating he would leave the 
audience with the words of Dr. King: 


"Don’t tell them I v;as a Nobel Prize v^lnner. Don't 
tell them that I v.'as a great preacher in a great church. Don't 
remind them of what college I went to. Tell them that I was 
a man. • 


the dedication of the Martin Luther King, Jr., Food uo'^^ 
Op took place at 11:15 a.m., as scheduled and was attended by 
approximately 100 people. Source stated that the dedication 
ceremony was very brief and due to the cold weather, the crowd 
dispersed in an orderly manner as soon as the ceremony ended. 



who also auxenaed the iiemorial Service held at the Bible Hay 
Church, 1130 New Jersey Avenue, N.V/. , WDC, advised that the 
service did not begin until approximately 12:15 p.m., and 
was attended by at least 2,500 persons. Source stated that 
the capacity of this church is normally 2,000 people, but folding 
chairs were set up at the rear of the church and along the isles, 
additional people v/ere standing at the rear of the church and 
many people watched from a room in the undercroft of the church 
Vfhlch was equipped with closed circuit television. 


Source stated that Dr. Ralph David Abernathy, President 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference was listed on 
the program as the Keynote Speaker but an announcement vras 
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made that Dr. Abernathy had been detained in Mev; York City 
because of a program being held there in memory of Dr. King 
and would be late arriving in WDC. • — — - 

In Dr. Abernathjf's absence, the Reverend Walter E. 
Fauntroy delivered the principal address. Source made avail- 
able a taped recording of this address portions of v:hich are 
set forth verbatum: / / 

"I v/ant to say a fevj vjords to memorialize this 
great man because Dr. King was a man vjho dreamed v/hat many 
people thought vrere impossible dreams and yet he had a v/ay of 
making them a reality. 

"Let’s travel back a fev/ years to his first march 
on V/ashington, August 28, 1963, and I hear again his melodic 
voice saying 'I have a dream that someday this nation v:lll 
rise up and live out the meaning of its creed, that we hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 

equal’ And I hear the affirmative come thundering across 

this nation. .. ’That ’ s not an impossible dream’. 'And I have 
a dream that someday the sons of former slaves and the sons 
of former slave ovmers will sit dovm together at the table 

of gover.nment in this country’ And I hear the voices 

thundering back at Dr. King, ’It’s an impossible dream'.... 

'And I have a dream that someday the state of Mississippi ... .a 
state svjeltering in the heat of racial injustice v;lll be trans- 
formed into an oasis of peace and brotherhood’, and I hear them 
say that Dr. King is an Impossible dreamer. 

"Martin Luther King, Jr., the man vfhose life v;e 
honor today, v;as not simply a dreamer of impossible dreams. 

He had a way of transforming v;hat people thought was impossible 
into a living reality." 

Reverend Fauntroy reminded those present that Dr. 

King really believed in his dream and that "it was religious 
people. .. .people who believed in God who following Dr. King... 
Young people and old people, black people and vjhite people, 
but they all had one thing in common they believed." 

Reverend Fauntroy then recalled a speech Dr. King 
made in which he said: "V/e come in the name of God. You can 

knock us dovm but we will keep on marching. You can beat us 
with your billy clubs but we will keep on marching. You can 
turn your vicious dogs on us but we villl keep on marching. 

You can bomb our churches on Sunday morning and kill our children 
but we Vv’ill keep on marching, because v;e vjant you to know that 
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within 


fire cannot burn us, billy clubs can’t beat us, dogs can’t 
bite us and bullets can't shoot us ' . . . • 


Continuing Reverend Fauntroy said, "If you are right, 

no one is too powerful. If you are right you may be poor 

sometimes; if you are right you may be misunderstood sometimes: 
but if we are right, God will sustain us". 


Reverend Fauntroy then recalled the visit of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., to see former President Lyndon B. 
Johnson at the White House in January, 1965- Reverend Fauntroy 
stated that "Johnson had been reelected by the largest majority 
of any President in this century and (Dr. King) told Johnson 
black people wanted a voting rights act which would protect 
black people in their right to register and vote across the 
South because we v/ant the dignity and respect of our due. 

V/e vfant everybody across the South to knov; that v^e are some- 
body and we don't want to be gassed on the way to the polls 
and Icilled on the vray back because we have the nerve to 
vote our convictions. 


■President Johnson said, 'ilo. Ho, Dr. King. V/e can't 
do it. It v;ould allienate the South. V/e have to wait for 
things to settle down. Dr. King said: "I'll see you later'." 

Reverend Fauntroy recalled hov; Dr. King vjent to 
Alabama even though all of his advisors spoke out against it 
and v/arned him there would be trouble. But, Reverend Fauntroy 
said, "Dr. King believed his dream and after having received 
the Nobel Peace Prize and having gone to Europe and having 
been acknowleged as what the v;orld in truth knows. .. .that this 
black man was perhaps the most Important man in the most impor'^ 
tant country in the most violent state in the history of man- 
kind... after going to the mountain top and having the v?hole 
world recognize hifn...I hear him say 'I must go back. I must 
go back to Mississippi, back to Alabama, back to Georgia, until 
v;e have straightened out the problems that confront our people'." 

f t ( 

Continuing, Reverend Fauntroy said: "And v/e v/ent to 

Selma, and the Bill Clarks (reference to Sheriff) were so foolish 
as to whip a group of people led by Hosea Williams and this led 
people all around the country to ask the President to do some- 
thing and by March 16, I 965 , the same President who told us it 
could not be done in 196^ told the nation and the Congress of 
the United States, 'We sKall overcome,' and signed the bill. 

Today there are over million new black voters on the voting 
rolls of the South. 
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In 1963, Senator Herman Talmadge (Democrat, Georgia) 
referred to us as ’niggers'. He said, 'we gotta l:eep the 
niggers in their place .But come 1965, after the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, now that 300,000 black voters had 
registered in Georgia, he was ready to say, 'well, I've got 
to get more concerned v^ith the problems of the colored people'. 
VJhen we had registered 500,000 new black voters in Georgia 
he v.'as ready to say 'I am more concerned about the problems 
of my nev: brothers and sisters.' Between nov; and 1972, v;hen 
\<ie v;ill have nearly 1 million nev/ black voters on the books 
in the State of Georgia he v;ill be heard to say, 'I am con- 
cerned about my black soul brothers'.” Reverend Fauntroy 
cited the above as t an illustration of how a dream can become 
a reality. ' 

Reverend Fauntroy continued by stating: "When King 

died he died leaving many legacies. He died dreaming of a 
day when you in this nation v;ould be willing to do for the 
poor and the black what you have always been willing to do 
for the white and the affluent in the tradition of brother- 
hood, and that is, provide them an economic floor of security. 

■'•You knov;, we have a way in this country of referring 
to public money v;hen it Is given to poor people in general, 
and black people in particular, as somehow being public v/el- 
fare. But when you give it to the affluent in general and to 
V7hite people In particular, they call it something else. 

"I would say to Dr. King, and v;e often joked about 
this, 'We have a way of believing in capitalism for the poor 
and socialism for the rich*. Reverend Fauntroy then spoke 
of how the white immigrant was given the Homestead Act to enable 
him to have free land. He said this was done because "we needed 
that labor and we needed that creative input to the grov:ing 
nation... but although we were willing to do it for the v;hite 
affluent, v;e did not do if for the black and the poor. 

\ 

"After we got them out on the farms across the bread- 
basket of the nation, we found they were disenchanted. Some 
could 'nt read, some could not write and some could not till the 
soil and so v;e said we must do someting about this. Let us 
train them. But we won’t call it public welfare. Let's call it 
a Land Grant College Act. And they trained them. . .trained them 
so v/ell that by the time we got into this century v:e found 
that they were grooving too much and so vje said, 'you are vrcrking 
too hard farmers and therefore, vie are going to pay you to cut 
the vjork. V/e are going to pay you not to v;or]:. But v;e v?on't 
call it public welfare. We'll call it the Soil Bank Program 
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v^hereby every year we give to the farmers of this country 
3.5 million dollars not to work. 


"We've got In this country farmers like a fellovj name 
of Sam Eastland v/ho receives $171,000 a year not to v:ork. 

And we go to the government and say we don’t want to sit dovm, 
v;e want to v;ork. . .give us a guaranteed minimum income... and 
Dr. King understood this. We spend millions of dollars to oil 
rich millionaires, of yoi^\,tax money and my tax money... they 
don't call it public welfare. . .they call it the oil depletion 
allowance. And when we build suburbs around the country, they 
call it VA and PHA. 


'’Dr. King understood this and he said nov; is the 
time for the black and the poor... black people, white people, 
affluent people... the people who understand ... to do for this 
country... do for its minorities v/hat it has always been doing 
for its people of class. ...The American Indian, black people, 
Spanish people, Mexican Americans, the Puerto Ricans... v;e must 
come together to build a nev/ Populist Movement to move this 
nation to do for its poor what it has alv/ays done for its rich. 
And then he got the idea of a Poor Peoples Campaign and a new 
dream of uniting forces to build around the problems cf the 
masses . 


Reverend P’auntroy then stated that the idea of a 
Poor Peoples Campaign frightened those who disliked Dr. King 
and they plotted how he could be destroyed and plotted to 
kill him and said, 'then let us see v;hat shall become of his 
dream'." • 


Continuing, Reverend Fauntroy said; "Mow they had 
good reasons for saying that because they knev/ that Dr. King 
vras not just a prophet. He was a man. He not only dreamed 
the impossible dream but they remembered Selma and they re- 
membered Birmingham; they remembered Montgomery and said, 'My . 
goodness, if he said he's going to do It... you can't fool the 
man this time. No Problem, Kill him'. '...And let us suppose 
that some prisoner* somewhere on death rov; can bust out of Jail 
and stalk King for a year and gun him dovm in cold blood... and 
somehovj get out of the room and out of the building. . .and out 
of the city of Memphis without J. Edgar Hoover finding him. . .and 
somehow travel to the East Coast, past VJashlngton and Philadel- 
phia and New York City Into Canada and somehow get on a plane 
and make it over to England. Let us suppose that that wild 
beast is caught and let 'Oscar' burn a few buildings and 
having burned buildings in some of the largest cities and 
having just burned a few banks too, v?hat shall become of his 
dream’ ? 
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"Ac we pause here, at this moment, to memorallze this 
man and his life, have we started to ask ourselves .. .what shall 
we do to make him live? . . .V.'hat noiv shall become of his dream? 

I thank God for a day and age when students of Hov;ard University 
have thought about the goodness of God. VJhen they can pay 
tribute to the American great that have brought us through 
everything. . .and they can be depended upon to lead us all. 

I thank God for this... and regard it as. the flesh and blood . 
in the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King... for the men 
and wives of the thousands of people who have assembled in 
this church on this Friday afternoon and made it Sunday with 
our worship. I thank God. And if you are true, be true to 
the heavenly vision which Martin Luther King got on the mountain 
top... and I knov/ he got it when he said, ’Precious Lord, take 
my hand. ' 



'■ Dr. King died a troubled man. He was worried about 
that dream and the separation and the brutality tha't threatened 
to separate blacks and whites. He was v;orried about it. I 
know he must have been that night when he said,' Lord, take my 
hand and lead me on’. 


■ He believed as he stood there on the mountain top 
that v:e v.’ould get there by and by, if enough people like you 
and me w’ill go on together. I don’t knov; about you but come 
U’hat may, I'm going to vjork on the man's dream. 


Reverend Fauntroy then said he would v;ork to see the 
hungry fed, housed and clothed to see Dr. King's dream come 
true and that he v/ould work until there was peace and power 
in this country. He closed his address by singing "The 
Impossible Dream". I -i/ \ 

advised that-^s. Willie J. Hardy 
then thanked heverena fauntroy for his moving address and - 
asked all present to keep working on Dr. King's dream everyday 
and make it come to pass. • She then introduced Hr. Joseph 
Jackson, Lyricist president, Hovrard University Gospel Choir 
v;ho recited a poem he composed entitled "Ode To The Memory 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr." 



Bishop Smallvjood VJilliams, Pastor of the Bible VJay 
Church was then introduced. He welcomed those present and 
then presented to the Reverend Walter Fauntroy a portrait of 
Dr. King vihich Bishop VJilliams had commissioned an artist 
to paint . 
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Bishop V/illiams related that while visiting a local 
art gallery he saw two pictures, one of the late President 
John F. Kennedy and the other, a likeness of the the late 
Senator Robert Kennedy. Bishop V/llliams said he purchased 
these paintings and requested the art dealer to have a 
portrait painted of Dr. King since all three of these 
individuals had died at the hands of an assassin and all 
three died struggling to help the poor and the oppressed. 
Biship Ullllams stated he hung the three pictures in his 
library as a constant reminder to him of the brotherhood and 
dignity of man but believed if fitting to present the portrait 
of Dr. King to a representative of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC), so that it could be hung in the 
King Memorial Library In Atlanta, Georgia. 


The SCLC is a publicly Identified civil 
rights organization headquartered in 
Atlanta, Georgia, formerly headed by. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. j 


) 



Ithat after the benediction, 

v;hich v;as given oy Heed, "Castor, Metropolitan AME 

Church, VJashlngton, D. C., those present in the church departed 
and began to assemble for the march to the Capitol grounds 
v.'hich began at approximately 2:15 p.m., and v;as led by a 
mule drav;n v;agon bearing petitions requesting that January 15, 
be declared a legal holiday. - 



the Pieverend Ralph 
David Abernatny had not arrivea vmen thSf line of march had 
formed and did not join the march until it neared the Capitol 
grounds at which time he was observed arriving by automobile. 
The line of march was stopped and Abernathy joined the front 
rank after irhich the marchers proceeded to the VJest front of 
the Capitol. 



VJest front of ‘ 

the Capitol, yioernathy gave a short address. Source made avail- 
able a taped recording of this address portions of mwhi ch ear e 
set forth verbatim: 


‘'As the President of the Southern Christian Leader- 
ship Conference and leader of the Poor Peoples Campaign, I 
sign this proclamation and declare this day the People’s Holiday 
and we are going to take this day as our holiday and v:e have 
come here today to testify and give Congress the opportunity to 
get in on the act. 
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'‘I want to just take a good look at some of the 
national holidays we observe. The first one 'Is Mew Year’s 
Day. Novj vjhat does that mean? Does that mean anything but 
food and football? And does it mean another year of the 
beginning of poverty or does It mean living v?ith rats and 
roaches in a hypocritical nation that talks about deomcracy 
and practices something else? 


''The second holiday is the birthday of George Vlashln 
Mow v/ho is George Washington? Some of you call him the Father 


i'lCL L/xvjii j i^ui/ x lixiii a, £>xa.v^ • 


E 


ton . 


"And then we move on ^r. Memorial Day, and on that 
day v;hat do we do? Me celebrate and commemorate those v^ho 
were killed in the ungodly >wars that America has participated 
in . 

/ /• ' j ' ‘ 

"And then v;e have Independence Day. Justice Douglas 
said a long time ago that Black people could not observe In- 
dependence Day because we do not have independence in this 
countr 5 '. . . and now that v/e have obtained Independence I 
would rather celebrate my independence on the birthday of 
i:artln Luther King. 


"And then we move on to Veteran’s Day. That’s another 
day when our super patriots jump up in their military regalia 
and put on their medals and parade through the streets trying 
to demonstrate the fact that this is the most militaristic 
nation to be found in the v;orld. 


"And then we move on to Thanksgiving Day. Novj v;hat 
is Thanksgiving Day? That’s when the pilgrims found some 
turkeys on the happy hunting grounds and killed them and cooked 
them and ate them with their Indian brothers before the v;hite * 
man took the country from the Indians. 

"And the* newest of all these days is Christopher 
Columbus Day. They will celebrate It this year for the 
first time. Mov; what in the world is Christopher Columbus 
Day? All I knovj is' that he sailed across the A.tlantlc .Ocean 
in some dirty ships and once he go6 over here he discovered 
that the Indians had already discovered America. 



"And the final day of the national legal holidays 
is Christmas .. .when v?e ought to be thinking of peace on earth 
and good will toward men. Yet, a capitalistic society has 
taught us to think about a fake known as Santa Claus and to 
spend all of our money on junk and get in debt and stay In 
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debt until the ne::t Christmas. A.nd then v:e are supposed to 
^o about dreaming of a white Christmas. Well, we' don’t 
dream anymore. . .x^e live in reality and if we dreamed of 
Christmas at all if would be of a black Christmas. So it 
is time for us to have a decent holiday and v;e have our ov:n 
holiday. V/e’ve come to Washington today to ask Congress and 
tell then that we want to give them an opportunity to get in 
on the act and if they do not observe every January 15, V70 are 
going to observe it as a people. 

’■'I don't knov/ about you, but we live in a critically 
sick nation and there are one or tV70 things v;e have got to 
do for this country. 

1) "V/e got to V7ork to get this city together and 

we got to do all vjithln our power to see to it that the Nixon, 
Agnew, Rankin administration is a one term administration. 

And v;e got to elect a 'young man or a young v.'oman to office, 
vjhether they be 75 or any years of age, but they must think 
young and lead this young nation forward. 

2) Then the second thing that v;e have to. do, as 
black people... v;e must get together. Therefore, I’m calling 
a national conference of black leaders and I vrant it to go 
all the way from the Black Panthers to the Black people of the 
Church of Christ, Baptists, Presbyterians, i:iethodists and 
Catholics. Don't you know that you have let them oppress the 
panthers? Kan, they are going to suppress something else... if 
V76 let them get avjay with it . You are on that list ." 

The Black Panther Party is characterized 
in the appendix. 

Dr. Abernathy then spoke of the indictment of the 
Berrigan brothers on a conspiracy charge and remarked that if 
they were conspirators then he was a conspirator. Reverend 
Fauntroy was a conspirator and Mayor VJashington was a conspirator 
because everyone bqcame a conspirator as soon as they stood 
up against the war machine in this militaristic society. 

The Berrigan brothers have been publicly 
identified as Catholic Priests, active in 
the anti-war movement, who were recently 
indicted by a Federal Grand Jury in 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, with planning 
to blow up underground heating systems 
for government buildings in V/ashington, 

D. C. and to kidnap Henry A. Kissinger, 
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President Mixon's national security advisor. 

Continuing, Dr.' Abernathy said : '', "If we inemoralize 
Dr. King, v;e can't do it with sad' tears. We can’t do it 
v:lth sadness in our hearts. If we really want to memorallze 
Dr. King we must complete his unfinished work. 

"If Dr. King could speak to us today... in fact he is 
speaking...! can hear his voice... and he is telling you to 
stop moaning here but to go to Galilee and find out what goes 
on in the world of men and tell them to get on the case. V7e 
must get together and we must do our thing and v:e must sock it 
to this nation. 

"I've Just picked up my petition and you pick up 
your petitions now and declare our legal holiday a national 
and regional holiday, but if Congress does not get in on the 
act, its our day and we are going to observe it Just as the 
Irish observe St. Patrick's Day by tieing up traffic in Mev: 

York and letting it be knov.'n that there is such a thing as 
Irish power in this country. 

‘Just like the Confederates observe their day in 
the South and let you knov; there is such a thing as slave 
-er. Black people are going to observe Martin Luther King’s 
birthday along with white people of good will and let them 
knovj there is such a thing as Black power. 

"Right on. This is our government. A government 
of the people by the people and for the people and if this is 
socialism then I am a socialist. If its communism that I'm 
a communist. But before you call roe a communist call old George 
Washington. . .but whatever it is be assured I came to Washington" 
to do my thing." 


Reverend Pauntroy then announced that those present 
would present over three million petitions and Dr. Abernathy' 
would lead the people by taking the petitions to the Senators 
and Congressman present. 



the people who Joined 

in the mafch ThSh gatnered up ip^titionS' and walked up the steps 
of the West front of the Capitol where they vjere met by 
several Senators and Congressman vjho received their petitions 
including Senator Birch Bahy, Democrat, Indiana; Senator 
Adlai Stephenson, Democrat, Illinois; and Congressman John Conyers, 
Jr., Democrat, Michigan. r 
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that Tdllov;ing a parade v/hich began at Flordia Avenue 
and K Street, N.E., at approximately 6:30 p.m., and ended at 
the Douglas Memorial Methodist Church, 11th and H Streets, 

D.E., at 7:00 p.m., a memorial service was held for Dr. King 
v;hich v;as sponsored by the Hear Northeast Community Improvement 
Corporation, a civic group which is located at 12th and 
H Streets, ;],E. . } ) i 

address 

vias given "by the Reverend VJalter Pauntroy and v;as the seime 
address he had given earlier in the day at the Bible Nay 
Church. 


, and 

mo artenaea the Memorial Service held at the Douglas^emorial 
Methodist Church, reported substantially the same Information 
regarding Reverend Pauntroy ’s speech. 

All of these sources advised that the service, v/hlch 
was attended by about 1,000 people ended at approximately 9:00 p.m, 
without incident. 

None of the above sources savr Mrs. Coretta King at 
any of the functions held in V7DC and the first source, mentioned 
above, advised on January 18, 1971, that Mrs. King had been 
unable to come to WDC because of memorial services and other 
activities in connection with Dr.. King’s birthday held in 
Atlanta, Georgia. - , X 
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f .^CK PANTHER PARTY (BPP) 
also known as 
Black Panther Party for S 



elf Defense 


POMFlDENTi;! 


According to the official newspaper of the BPP, the 
BPP was started during December 1966, in Oakland, California, to organize 
black people so they can take control of the life, politics, and the 
destiny of the black community. It was organized by BOBBY G. SEALE, BPP 
Chairman, and HUEY P. NEWTON, Minister of Defense, BPP. 

1 

The official newspaper, called "The Black Panther," regularly states 
that the BPP advocates the use of guns and guerrilla tactics in its 
revolutionary program to end oppression of the black people. Residents 
of the black community are urged to arm themselves against the police who 
are consistently referred to as "pigs" who should be killed. 


The newspaper, in its issue of September 7, 1968, had an article by 
the then Minister of Education, GEORGE MURPAY. This article ended with 
the following: 

"Black men. Black people, colored persons of America, revolt 
everywhere! Arm yourselves. The only culture worth keeping 
is revolutionary culture. Change. Freedom everywhere. 

Dynamite! Black power. Use the gun. Kill the pigs everywhere." 

The BPP newspaper, issue of October 5, 1968, had an article introduced 
with the following statement: "We will not dissent from American govern- 

ment. We will overthrow it." 


DAVID HILLIARD, Chief of Staff, BPP, in a speech at the San Francisco 
Polo Field on November 15, 1969, said "We will kill Richard Nixon.” 

DAVID HILLIARD, in the "New York Times," issue of December 13,’ 1969, 
vas quoted as follows: "We advocate the very direct overthrow of the 

government by way of force and violence." 

In the issue of April 25, 1970, the BPP newspaper had an article by 
Minister of Culture EMORY DOUGLAS as follows: 

"The only way to make this racist US government administer 
justice to the people it is oppressing, is... by taking up 
arms against this government, killing the officials, until 
the reactionary forces... are dead, and those that are' left 
turn their weapons on .their superiors, thereby passing 
revolutionary judgement against the number one enemy of all 
mankind, the racist U.S. government." 


The BPP Headquarters is located at 1046 Peralta Street, Oakland, 
California. Branches of the BPP, and Committees to Combat Fascism, under 
control of the BPP, have been established in various locations in the USA. 
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Your letter, with enclosures, was received on JanvN^^.^^;^V.3 
ary 25th and I can readily understand the concern that prompted^ 
to write. 


In rejiy to your inquiry, I am unable to ftimlsh the 
evaluation you are seeking* Any decision to honor an Individual 
through the declaration of a holiday Is the responsibility of the appro* 
priate authorities in the locality concerned and it would not be proper 
for me to comment on any such action. 

Sincerely yours, 
j. £d^ 



^ WAILED, an 

\JAN271971 

j I 

COMM-FBf 


ts: •nu»c£ 

BLC.o 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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'hairlestGn HeightB, South Caroli4i 
20 January 1971 



Mr. Tofsnn.. 

Ml'. Si]'!|van_ 

V 

:3r.CI 
Mr. Crlbh&lL 

Mr, Casper 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Gale 

Mr- Rosen 

Mr, Tavel 

Mr. Waltera 

Mr. Soyars 

^ele. Room 

%Ii5s Holmes 

Miss Gandy 


Hon, J, Edgar Hoover, 

Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D, C. 

Ify dear Sirs 


, I * r “■ P ‘ 1 * ■ ^ .'-i V*' J 5 > Vi I'v 

(,07/, 


0;JE.5i- 


I have read your book, "Master* of Deceit", and W, Cleon Skousen's book, 
"The Naked Communist." Tho contents of these and ether publications which 
I have recently read indicate te me that eur ceuntry is in serious trouble. 


The enclosed letter sppeared in the local newspaper here recently (enclosure 
(l)), I think this letter could possibly be chalked up te ignorance due te 
the effects of poor education or false propaganda from those among us who 
sow discord aid espouse foreign ideology. But, what about those whe should 
be well-informed and highly concerned about the security ©f our nation pn^ 
mulgatirKg to defense yBrkers an invitation to observe the birthday of Ka. 
lut help ing (enclosvire (2))7 For those who are supposed to be a part of 
"oiu oiJU guvetumont to honor the memory of a subversive who, with his sub- 
versive cohorts, did so much to disrupt the tranquility ef the nation awl 
destroy good will sniong our people is, to ms, incemprehensible. 

I completed ^^^J^^^VTsars of honorable service in the U. S. Navy and 
expect to begC^^^^^^^^^^^ear in Civil Service here at the Charleston 
Naval Shipyard jjjjjll^lll^^^en 1 read enclosures (3) and (4), herewith, 
in the local n^i^per^^t made me feel sick at ay stomach and caused me te 
wonder how much longer we can last at this rata. I must tell you that I am 
aeriously concerned about the current situatien. It seems te mo that it is 
absolutely essential that soma cezrectlva action be taken — and seen — if 
wa are to aurvive as a civilizad country. 



What ia the presant Adminiatration doing to impreva morale and merala in 
our Armed Services and in sur nation? What 
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br. King's Birthdoy * > 

, To The News and Courier: 

Should a person whose life 
Influenced a great number of 
j American people be forgot- 
ton? This is what usually hap- 
pens. This must never happen 
k to Marlin Luthef King Jn 
^ ' Many calendars have marked 
his birthday, which is Jan. 
15. The News and Courier 
• would be making a grave 
mistake if this date was not 
noted. He should be men- 
tioned like all the other im* 
portant members of society. 

tl'icTueSl 

f !^’fricficafrinan ’ t 
‘ Hn-rir' ' Hjs 

IrV/ulcs should lioL be fui'Kot- 
When we wake up Fri- . 
day, Jan, 15, it would be nice 
to pick up a paper and find 
somewhere a line that states, 
‘Today is Mai^n Luther * 

' King’s Birthday.'* Just a 
simple statement which will “ 
make others aware that bis 
spirit stills lives in the bves 
of others. 

(Miss) MARY HARRIS ; 
27 Tecumseh Ave„ 

Menriv Park. ' ' 
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CHARLESTOK NAVAL SHIPYARD 
NAVAL BASE 

CHARLESTON, S. C. 294o8 Cane; Jan 71 


CNSYDNOTE 5330 
Code 17^ 

Ik Jan 1971 


ONSyp NOTTOE 5330 

From; Commander, Charleston Naval Shijyard 
Subj; Liberal Use of Annvial Leave - 15 January 
Ref; (a) ALNAVSTA 122219Z/oU Jan 71 



1. Ihirpose . To promulgate information regarding the liberal granting 
of anmial leave on 15 Janxiary 1971 in observation of the anniversary • 
of the birth of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 


2. BacTcground . The Deputy Secretary of Defense issued the following 

memorandum on 12 January 1971: "The Secretary of Defense clearly 

stated in his year-ending press conference, December 28 , 1970, that 
the Department of Defense will lead the way toward the achieving of 
equal opportunity and respect in oior national community. I have 
found over the years that the way Americans become leaders is through 
hard work on today’s job with today's tools; but it is eqixally true 
that hard and effective work is reenforced by those personal observances 
and dedications which reinvigorate the human spirit. Therefore, it is 
fully appropriate as a part of the Department's human goals program 
that a liberal leave policy be in effect for those individual members 

of the Defense Department for whom January 15, the anniversary of the 
birth of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., has especially deep meaning and 
a-a-iificance. You are requested to advise all your supervisors of this 
liberal leave policy, /s/ David Packard” 

3. Action . By reference (a), the Secretary of the Navy requested 
that all supervisors be informed of this liberal ann\ial leave policy. 
Therefore, all Department s/Offices will observe the policy of granting 
annual leave to interested employees for the observance of the 
anniversary of the birth of Dr. Martin Luther King,- Jr., except that 
sufficient employees shovild be on duty to maintain essential operations 
and perform essential work. 



Distribution; 

Al, A2, A3 ,a 4, A5, 
Gl, G2, G3, HI, H2, 
H3, B5, B7, B8 
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Ar^ericans Horior 

Mosnory Of King . 

By United Press International 

With black ' power salutes with rallies, ”>3rchK, wrt 
outside Saigon and a mule train shops and memorial 
creaking through the streets of services for the cml ri^u 
Washington where his oratory leader and Nobel Peace Pme 
once shook the nation’s con- winner who was aKassmated ui 
science Americans paused Memphis, Tena., April 4, 

ss, t' 

President Nixon issued a Chicago de^ite an agreement 
staSnt sajdng King would reached Friday, contmued to 

Pifet over 

nation long after his dream refusal to declare a lung 

*B.%S and loms across Uie native Georgia . aa»l>lrf a 
Ibnd, the day »as observed i^lg 

, no official observance in 

I . Memphis, where King was 

1 slain. Memphis Mayor Henry 

! Loeb had said that “we do not 

I like remind ourselves of 

I someuiing that has hurt the 

! jeommunity so much." 
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SAIGON (UPI)-A group of 
about 40 U.S. Army soldiers 
chanling “Free Angela Davis*’ 
and “Stop Racial Discrimina- 
tion in the Army” marched on 
American headquarters Friday 
—Martin Luther King’s birth- 
day— in the first such strong 
demonstration of black power 
by GIs in South Vietnam. 

At the same time, several 
officers and enlisted men told 
UPI that a “black power 
movement” had' touched off a 
brawl last Saturday night at the 
Tuy Hoa Army base in which 27 
Americans were wounded by a 
grenade explosionr — 

Reports at the time of the 
riot at Tuy Hoa, 240 miles 
northeast of Saigon, had 
attributed the bloodshed to 
“interunit rivalry” within an 
infantry battalion which erupt- 
ed at an enlisted men’s club. 
These reports, now discredited, 
had said there was no racial 
animosity in the incident 
Meanwhile, four Negro sol- 
diers remained in custody in 
connection with a shooting at 
the Quang Tri combat base in 
South Vietnam’s far northern 
quarter a week ago in which 
one while U.S. Army major 
was killed and another was 
wounded. | 

The Quang Tri incident was 
blamed on an argument be- 
tween the officers and a group 
of blacks when the officers 
complained that the Negroes, 
were playing a stereo phono- 
graph at full volume and 
creating a disturbance. 

The black power march 


(ssaon 


Saigon Friday began at the 
Newport military dock facility 
on the cast side of town, led by 
a group of 20 Negroes clad in 
Army fatigues and carrying a 
sign ^ that read “Honor Dr. 
Martin Luther King.” a trico- 
lored black power flag and a 
three-foot wooden cross. 

The demonstrators hitchhiked 
along the 10-mile route to Long 
Binh, site of U.S, Army 
Headquarters and the Long 
Binh jail, which houses delin- 
quent GIs, It is knoTO among 
troops as the “LBJ.” 

The blacks were joined by 
about 20 more Negroes --from 
among men stationed at Long 
Binh, and the group arrived at 
the headquarters building about 
1:30 p.m. 

The demonstrators stood !n 
front of the building for about 


Related Story 

... See Page 3-A 

halt an hour, chanting slogans. 

U.S. Army spokesmen said 
the demonstration was peaceful 
throughout and apparently or< 
ganized in honor of King, the 
Negro civil rights leader who 
was assassinated in Memphis, 
Tcnn. • 

The spokesmen said there 
iWas no question of arresting, or 
even identifying, the partici- 
pants in the demonstration. 

Official directives hod author- 
ized observances by GIs Friday 
in honor of King, and the 
demonstrators said they consi- 
dered the inarch as a memorial 
him. • 
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Honorable Herbert J. Denton, Jr. 
RouteA, 

Blountville, Tennessee 37617 


Dear Mr. Denton: 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE a /^ 

(ei~7t> 


In reply to your letter of January 18th, 
at a press conference on November 18, 1964, I stated 
that Martin Luther King was the most notorious liar in 
the country. I did so because he had grossly distorted 
the facts concerning our Special Agents handling civil 
rights investigations in the south. 

I cannot elaborate on this matter because 
of regulations of the Department of Justice pertainii^ to 
the confidential nature of data contained in our files. 




Tolflon _ 
Sullivan . 
Mohr 


Bishop 

Brennan. C.D. - 

Callahan 

Casper . 

Conrad . 

FeU _ 

Gale . 


WAILED 11 
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i:JAN2 7l971 

COMM-FBI — ^ 


Sinc^ely yours, 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of Representative Denton. The 
Director’s comments calling King a liar were made at his Press 
Conference in November, 1964. y 
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HERBERT J. DENTON. JR. 
REPRESENTATIVE 

SULLIVAN COUNTY 

ROUTE 4 

■ LOUNTVrLLC, TCNNEMCC J7«17 


xrf 

NASHVILLE 


v/ 


MEMBER OF COMMITTEES 
EDUCATION 

genekal welfare 


18 7M 71 


Hr. J. Sdear Hoover 
Director of the FBI 
Pem. Ave. <Sb 9th 
Washington, D, C. 


Dear Sir; 


ALL INFORMATiOil CDKTAiriLD 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIrlED 
DATE-a^i^:ilBY 

U>o7 ^ 



JAN 22 mt 



January 26, 1971 


^-iJ5 






I have received your letter of January 10th and^- 
with respect to your comments, information concerning the alleged 
communist affiliations of Martin Luther King, whether substantiated 
or not, cannot be released because of Department of Justice regula- 
tions regarding all matters of a confidential nature. 



In reply to your inquiry, I am unable to furnish the 
evaluation you are seeking. Any decision to honor an individual through 
the declaration of a holiday is the responsibility of the appropriate 
authorities in the locality concerned and it would not be proper for me 
to comment on any such action. 
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To I son _ 
Sullivan . 
Mohr 


Bishop 

Brennan. C,D. 

Callahan 

Casper 

Conrad 

Fell 

Gate 

Rosen 

Tavet 

VSnHers 

So> ars 


^ WAILED Hi . 

JAN 2 6 1971 

COMM FBI 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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//jBT:jmb(3) 




c; - 

MAIL 






TELETYPE UNTT l I 







TRUE COPY 


r 




Hon J, Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D, C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Writing as a very concerned and conscientious 
citizen, I am wonderlling if you could please tell me (or the public) 
if Martin Luther King is worthy of all this praise he has been 
receiving, and now even to the point of closing schools to celebrate 
his birthday! Perhaps I am wrong, and I want to know it if I am, but 
I have read various articles most of the big papers seldom print, 
saying King met Communist leaders at various airports to map his 
strategy, and the F. B. I. knew it, and that he was involved in a 
stolen car ring between several ^ates, etc. etc. Also I’ve: read 
where his morals were questionable at times, and I want to know if 
all of his faithful followers are just plain brainwashed like I think 
they are. And if so, city councils, school boards, and politicians 
and churches must awakened to the truth, and the Blacks can 
pick a new "idol" - perhaps George Washin^on Carver. 

(I believe what I've read, Mr. Hoover, or publications 
would have been sued for slander - the editors surely know this.) 

Anxiously waiting to hear from you at your earliest 
convenience, I am 


Seattle, Wn. 98155 
Jan. 19, 1971 


Sincerely, 
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Date: 1/19/71 


(Type in plaintext or code} 


TO; DIRECTOR, FBI 


(Priority) 



FROM: 


SAC, MOBILE (157-4069) (C) 


SUBJECT: MEMORIAL CANDLELIGHT MARCH^ 

FOR REVEREND MARTIN LUTHEtriciNG. JR,. 

AT TUSKEGEE, IDLABAMA 

JANUARY 15, 1971 
RM 








Re Mobile nitel to Bureau, 1/13/71. 



advised that / 

a Memorial Candlelight March and Service vas held at Tuskegee,/ 
Ala,, on the evening of 1/15/71 in memory of the late Reverend'/ 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. Approximately 160 individuals marche^' 
in an orderly fashion to the City Square at Tuskegee where /7 
a number of short talks were made in memory of Reverend KIN^ 
and a few songs were sung. Among those speaking were JAMES 
HOPKINS, Circuit Clerk of Macon County, Alabama; Reverend S. T. 
MARTIN, Mt. Olive Baptist Church; and Mr. FRANK TOLAND, member 
of the Tuskegee City Council and Instructor at Tuskegee Institut 
Throughout the service lasting approximately 45 minutes, the 
crowd was subdued and order ly.-NThere were no incidents of 
violence. \ 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

Observing the march were representatives of the 
Alabama Dept, of Public Safety, Tuskegee C^^Polic^Officers 
Macon County Sheriff *s Deputies, and SA 

Mobile FBI Office. No LHM being submitted unless r^uested by 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 

federal bureau of investigation 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


® \/^l 


R- TO L SON 


i4r/b renn an. 


(January 20 , 1 971 


Mr. H. 


MR. CONRAD . 


MR. FELT . 


Your malici<^ post mortem attach 
on ^r. M. Ly^ng is a measure of 
your character. It is quite likely 
that you were involved in the plot 
to assassinate him. 


A MR. SALE 


MR. TAVEL , 


^R. WALTER* . 


MR. SOY AR* . 


MR. JONES 


tele. ROOM 


Your rigged "abduction" case is 
another sample. Freedom and 
democracy are myths as long as 
spiteful tyran^l Gov’t agents are 
free to abuse their power as you do. 


MISS HOLMES. 


MRE METCALF . 


MISS GANDY 



(Postmarked Ann Arb or, M ichigan}^ 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 
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TO Mr. Sullivan 

FROM ; A. Rose, 


) 


/ 


V '' 

W 1 - Mr. 


1/18/71 


s^ ^ECT: martin LUTHER KING', JR. 



' r.i':Txr..-,v 


Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 -• Mr. Mallej^ 

1 - Mr. Scatt^rpay 
1 - Mr. Mohr iL^ 
1 - Mr. Callahan 




:hat the Prince 

ieorges County Boara ox £;auc'ation had previously circulated 
a memo to each school in the county advising them to hold ^ 
a short program to commemorate Martin Luther King, Jr. , on 
1/15. 



also advised that a rumor had reached 
his wife’s school Friday afternoon that an FBI Agent had 
visited Applegrove Elementary School, 7400 Bellfield Avenue, 
Oxon Hill, Maryland, and demanded that his child, a student 
at Applegrove, not be made to participate in any program for 
King, It was further rumored that the Agent stated he was 
involved in the investigation of King, prior to King's death. 
Land his child would not take part in anything honoring a 
[man of such low morals. 

This information is strictly rumor and there is 
no information as to the identity of the Agent or the name 
of the child. 

RECOMMENDATION ; 

* 

That this memorandum be forwarded to the 
Administrative Division for any action deemed necessary. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM:Q SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-NEW) (C) 

SUBJECT: DEMONSTRATION IN HONOR OF THE 

BIRTHDAY OF MARTIN LUTHER^KING, 

RM 

Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies 
of LHM concerning captioned demonstration 
fUmll^who Is the confidential source mentioned In the 
attached LHM was present and advised that the demon- 
stration was not connected with the NCCF or the BPP, 
but in connection with the commemoration of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING’S birthday. 

Copy of LHM is also being submitted to 
MIG, Secret Service, and NISO. 
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0 ^ JiAH in Charge 



Sent 
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In Reply f Please Refer to 
FUe No. 


( O f C) 

UNI i ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDEBAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
January 16, 1971 


DEMONSTRATION IN HONOR OF THE 
BIRTHDAY OF MARTIN LUTHER KING 


At approximately 1:30 PM on January 15, 1970, 
approximately 150 male and female individuals of the 
age group of 15 to 25, appeared at the Orleans Parish 
Prison-Criminal Court Building at Tulane and Broad 
Streets . 


They demonstrated for approximately 45 minutes 
and carried signs which denoted "Black Power" and 
"All Power to the People." They dispersed at approxi- 
mately 2:15 PM and no incidents were reported, 

A confidential source, who has furnished 
reliable information to the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation (FBI) advised that the purpose of the demonstration 
was to commemorate the birthday of MARTIN LUTHER KING and 
that the demonstrators were not members of the National 
Committee to Combat Facism or the Black Panther Party. 

A characterization of the Black Panther Party is attached 
hereto. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
noreconclusions of the. FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency: it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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BLACK PANTHBR PARTY, 
Also known as 
BLACK PANTHER PART7 
FOR SELF-DEFENSE . 



According to the official newspaper of the Black 
Panther Party (BPP), the BPP was started during December, 1966, 
in Oakland, California, to prganize black people so they can 
take control of the life, politics, and the destiny of the 
black community. It was organized by Bobby G. Seale, BPP 
Chairman, and Huey P. Newton, Minister of Defense, BPP. 

The official newspaper called **The Black Panther,.** 
regularly states that the BPP advocates the use of guns and 
guerrilla tactics in its revolutionary program to end op- 
pression of the black people. Residents of the black community 
are urged to arm themselves against the police who are con- 
sistently referred to as **pigs" who should be killed. 

The newspaper In its issue of September 7, 1968, 
had an article by the then Minister of Education George 

Murray. This article ended with the following; 

* ■ . - ' 

"Black men. Black people, colored persons 
of America, revolt everywhere! Arm yourselves. 

The only culture worth keeping is revolutionary 
culture. Change. Freedom everywhere. Dynamite! 
Black pwer. Use the gun. Kill the pigs every- 
where,*’ 

The BPP newspaper, issue of October 5, 1968, had 
an article Introduced with the following statement: "le will 

not dissent from American government. We will overthrow it." 

t 

Davis Hilliard, Chief o^lltaff, BPP, in a speech at 
the San Francisco Polo Field on November 15, 1969, said, "We 
will kill Richard Nixon." 
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BLACK PANHIE>1 PARTY 
also know as 
BLACK PANTHER PARTY FOR 
SELF-DEFENSE 




David Hilliard in '’The New York Times," issue of 
December 13, 1969, was quoted as follows: 

"We advocate the very direct overthrow of the govern- 
ment by way of force and violence." 

In the issue of April 25, 1970, the BPP newspaper 
had an article by Minister of Culture, Emory Douglas, as 
follows: 


"The only way to make this racist D.S. government 
administer Justice to the people it is oppressing, 

is by taking up arms against this government, 

killing the officials, until the reactionary forces.. 
....are dead, and those that are left turn their 
weapons on their superiors, thereby passing revolu- 
tionary Judgement against the number one enemy of 
'I nil mankind, the racist U.S. government." 

The BPP Headquarters is located at 1046 Peralta 
Street, Oakland, California. Branches of the BPP and Com- 
^ mittees to Combat Fascism, under control of the BPP, have 
been established in various locations in the USA. 







January 21 , 1971 

EX IIH yo(/7^^^ 


3g-?fc 



I have received your letter of January 15th, 
with enclosure, and want to thank you for your kind remarks 
concerning my work. Tour support is most encouraging and 
means a great deal to me. 


In reply to your inquiry, I am unable to fur- 
nish the evaluation you are seeking. Any decision to honor 
an individual through the declaration of a holiday is the 
responsibility of the appropriate authorities in the locality 
concerned and it would not be proper for me to comment cm 
any such action. 
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Sincerely yours, 
Edgar Hoover 


NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in BiiQles. 
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Mr. TolsonJ 
My^ulpvan 


- 15-71 


Mr. Hoover — 


Wi<OT-r.nCD_ 

Ci Ha^ian 

Mr. Casper 

Ml . ( fnrad 

Mr. FM 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Walters 

Mr. S-''vars 

Tele. Room 

Misa Holmes 

Miss Gandy — — 


I doubt if this letter ’’makes it through the opening of 
it. ” However, thanks to you, your men, our service men, 
and many real Americans like yourself, I can write you even 
if it is never answered. ^ ~?(C-J 

Bj^Hjl^^Dori^nc^earec^^eorgia^Kaucate^a^ne University 
^^ueorgia, served with the Seabees in the South Pacific during 
WWn. I consider myself as liberal and/or conservative as our 
Senator Richard Russell. I write you this information regarding 
myself because I am enclosing an editorial from The Atlanta 
Constitution concerning Martin Luther King, Jr. Sir, I ask you 
this question; Do you consider Martin Luther King, Jr. , the type 
of person whom we should honor? The Atlanta, Ga. public 
schools were closed today, being declared a holiday by Mayor 
Massell. This holiday is to be made up by pupils attending school 
on Memorial Day , the day honoring our war dead of our nation. 

To me, this is an all time low I Do you think Martin Luther King, Jr. 
is due this sort of honor ? Do you think he was a man of ’’dedicated 
action” as a real American ? 
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Pilot to the Future 


Few are the men in any century 
who may be said to have put history on 
a new course. Those who do so live ei- 
ther in fame or in- 
famy. These pilots 
toward the future 
may be rulers or 
generals or other 
men of action ; 
they may be men 
of science or 
ideas; or they may 
be men who sim- 
ply have a dream. 

Martin Luther 
King Jr. was a 



man who might have lived out a worth- 
while but objure life as a minister 
in Alabama. But he had a dream and 
one day man and events met* Tbe his- 
twy of this country began to change. 
The American dream was broadened 
and enriched by Martin Luther King’s 
dreaixL 

The change in our nation’s racial at- 
titudes, still progressing, was no doubt 
inevitable — but this does not alter tiie . 
fact that one man’s powerful personal- 1 
ity and dedicated action hurried Amer- 
ica oh to something better. He gave Ws i 
life for that dream and it is right that 
today we honor his memory. 
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HEC-94 Jo O- 


January 20, 1971 




Richmond, Indiana 47374 
Dear I 



I hare received the messages of birthday 
greetings from you and your husband and very much 
appreciate your thoughtfulness. Your kind remarks 
regarding my administration of the FBI mean a great 
deal to me* 


In reply to your inquiry. Information con- 
cerning the alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther 
King, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released 
because of the Department of Justice regulations regard- 
ing all matters of a confidential nature. 



NOTE: 


Sincerely youra, 

Bufiles reflect limited cordial correspondence with 






Tolson 

Sullivan 

Mohr 

Bishop 

Brennan, C.D. 

Callahan 

Casper 

Conrad 

Felt 

Cl ale 

tosen 

'avel 

•ilters ______ 
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j. iiogar noover 
I F. B. I. 

: Dept, of Justice 
■ Washington, D. C, 

i Dear Sir: 




A 







This greeting may be alittle late, but want you to know it 
is sincerely meant to express our great admiration and 
respect and wishes. We feel you are one of the very few 
men in history who deserve to be honored as a man of 
great character and dedication to his office and country 
May the Lord Bless You Always and welcome you with 
loving arms in Eternity! I’m not sure you will be able to 
help m£,but I would like so me fact concernin 
Luthery^^g'!^ ag^pjgti ^" Cnrnmt mists an d Comm un 
jJmJTTTiave had literature concerned with this man from 
reliable Anti-Communism sources but not sure whether 
I have kept them. The reason for my concern is that I’a 
quite sick of hearing his name mentioned from our pulpit 
; as a great saviour of his people. Our denomination has 
i been infiltrated -there is no doubt about that as they con 
! tinue to support the N. C. C. and W. C. C. and publish 
advertising of books about M. L. K. and J. K. as great 
Americans in the weekly publication ’’The Christian. 

Also -their Sunday School literature gives much stress to 
• honoring such people, as these and saying that Mr 
I Oppenheimer was a great man whose reputation was 
i smeared. I heard a judge from Fla. at our State Con' 
Ivention of Disciple of Christ Churches state that he had 
(joined the N.C.C. purposedly to see if the charges were 
^ true that thev had been infiltrated. And I quote lus ^act 
^ statement as' such '1 have not met one persosi in the N. c 
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who looks like a Communist.*’ Can you imagine such a j 
ikupid statement from a judge? I am considering very 
strongly, leaving this church and denomiiation and be- 
cause I can no longer stomach nor support these actions 
and organizations. Before I leave I inteid presenting 
facts and reasons to both the minister and state Organ- 
ization so that others who feelras I do may also find 
courage to speak or act. I have tried as a member of the^ 
Evangelism Committee to bring our church back and Tve 
prayed for guidance and courage but one does not receive ^ 
spiritual food when ones feelings are such as mine. Can 
you help me or advise me, |^ease? I have attended | 
Cottage Prayer Groups and Full Gospel Business Mens I 
Fellowship meetings and received the Baptism of the | 
Holy Spirit; and active in the buildii^ of a new Interde- ^ 
nominational Church here -so -receive true spiritual food 
and teaching to help overcome the lack of it in my own 
church on Sunday Mom. I know you are a very commib- | 
ted and true Christian believer or I could not write you 3 
thusly. I hope to he ar from you soon and thank you so 'J 
muchl 


Yours in Christian Fellowhhip 





P. S. Excuse the length of this letter Please I Did not 
mean it to be so involved but no time to rewrite it." 





Richmond, Didiana 47374 


Sincerely - 








30 JAN 21 1971 
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604PM 1-15-71 URGENT EDR 

TO DiRE<^T0R, (ATTENTION Domestic mt ELLiGpcE 

hKOn WASHINGTON FIELD < 157-3676) q 

WASHINGTON KING HOLIDAY COMMITTEE (WKHC), RACIAL MATTERS. 


ON JANUARY FIFTEENTH INSTANT, SPECIAL AGENTS OF THE 
FBI OBSERVED THE MEMORIAL SERVICE HELD IN HONOR OF THE 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., HELD ON 
THE STEPS OF THE DISTRICT BUILDING, FOURTEENTH AND E STREETS, 
N.W., WASHINGTON, O.C. (WDC). 

THE MC KINLEY HIGH SCHOOL BAND AND THE BEGINNING OF THE 
CROWD BEGAN TO ASSEMBLE AT NINE TWENTY A.M.; HOWEVER, SERVICE 
WHICH WAS SCHEDULED TO BEGIN NINE THIRTY A.M., DID NOT 
COMMENCE UNTIL NINE FIFTY A.M., AT WHICH TIME THREE HUNDRED 
PEOPLE IN ATTENDANCE. PEAK OF CROWD DURING SERVICES ESTIMATED 
TO BE FOUR HUNDRED OF WHICH APPROXIMATELY NINETY PER CENT WERE 


Mr, 
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Mr. Ca?pgr 

Mr. Conrad 
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PAGE TWO 
WFO 157-5678 

i 

' ‘ i 

STERLING TUCKER, VICE CHAIRMAN, D,C. CITY COUNCIL 
INTRODUCED THE SPEAKERS AMONG WHOM WERE GILBERT HAHN, 

CHAIRMAN, D.C. CITY COUNCIL, J.C. TURNER, WDC AFL DASH CIO, 

AND MAYOR WALTER E* WASHINGTON, WHO DELIVERED KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
MEMORALIZING AND EULOGIZING DR. KING. AN ANNOUNCEMENT WAS MADE 
THAT THE NEW D.C. PUBLIC LIBRARY BEING CONSTRUCTED ON G STREET, 
N.W., BETWEEN EIGHTH AND NINTH STREETS, WILL BE NAMED THE DR. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. MEMORIAL LIBRARY. 

CROWD DESCRIBED AS ATTENTIVE, RESPECTFUL AND ORDERLY 
AT ALL TINES. 

A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE, WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE 
INFORMATION IN THE PAST, ADVISED ON JANUARY FIFTEEN INSTANT, 
THAT THE MEMORIAL SERVICE HELD AT THE BIBLE WAY CHURCH, 

ELEVEN THIRTY NEW JERSEY AVENUE, N.W., WDC, DID NOT BEGIN 
UNTIL approximately TWELVE FIFTEEN P.M. 

END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 


WFO 157-3676 



MRS, WI L Lli^RD Y , "CHA I^MA N OF THE WDC WKHC, ANNOUNCED - 


THAT REVEREND RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY HAD BEEN DETAINED IN 
NEW YORK CITY IN CONNECTION WITH PROGRAMS FOR DR. KING BEING 
HELD IN THAT CITY BUT WAS EXPECTED LATER IN THE AFTERNOON. 
MRS. hardy INTRODUCED MAYOR WASHINGTON AND BISHOP SM ALLWOOD 
^^^LLIAMS, PASTOR OF JHE BIBLE WAY CHURCH, BOTH OF WHOM 


EULOGIZED DR. KING. 






SOURCE ESTIMATED THE CROWD AT THE CHURCH AS APPROXIMATELY 
TWENTY FIVE HUNDRED PEOPLE IN THE CHURCH BUT STATED DESPITE ITS 
SIZE AND THE FACT SOME FIVE HUNDRED COULD NOT BE ACCOMMODATED 
INSIDE THE CHURCH, THE CROWD WAS VERY ORDERLY. 

SOURCE STATED CHURCH SERVICE WHICH TERMINATED AT ONE 
THIRTY P. M., OR SHORTLY THEREAFTER, WAS FOLLOWED BY A MARCH 
TO THE CAPITOL GROUNDS. 




END PAGE THREE 



PAGE FOUR 


WFO 157-3676 



THOUSAND PEOPLE WERE IN THE MARCH WHICH DEPARTED THE BIBLE 
WAY CHURCH AT TWO EIGHTEEN P. M. LED BY ONE WAGON DRAWN BY MULES, 
SOURCE STATED PETITIONS. FROM THE WKHC WERE RECEIVED AT WEST FRONT 
OF CAPITOL BY CONfiBFSffWAN ADLAl STEPHENSON, DEMOCRAT, ILLINOIS. 
THE PROGRAM ENDED AT THREE FIFTY THREE P, M. WITHOUT INCIDENT. 

ALL SOURCES ADVISED MRS. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. WAS NOT 
OBSERVED AT ANY OF THE FUNCTIONS HELD IN WDC THIS DATE, 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

REWFOTEL JANUARY FOURTEEN LAST. 
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TO: 

FROM 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, WFO (157-3676) (P) 


IS UNCLASSrflEO 

WASHINGTON KING HOLIDAY A 

CairilTIEE (WlOiC) ^,'j‘f/L. 'T2>. 

RACIAL MATTERS ■^//'yCTT/l/ C if / ^ ^ ^ > J ^ 
(00: UFO) ■“ ^ 


ReWPO teletype, 1/11/71. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are eleven copies of an 
LHil dated and captioned as above. 



ential Sourer 


The LHM is classified * ' Gonf i dcnt d^t*!^* to protect 
sources of continuing value, 
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United States Secret Service, AUSA, ATFD, NISO, OSI. and 
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File No. 
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UMi£D STATES DEPARTMENT OF jljSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ''€OTtf^iDE»lTI/*L 

l^ashington, D,C, 20535 
January 12, 1971 

• Alt INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
riATFJ-/fSl RY S>A//,^;y/, ^ 

IMsraMGTON KIIIG HOUDAY caillTTEE OnOJC) 

R/iCIAL MATTERS 





that an 

application tor a parade permit as well ais an application for 
the use of a mobile sound \init dated December 31, 1970, had 
been submitted to the Government of the District of Columbia 
and the Metropolitan Police Department by David A. Clarke, 
Attorney and Acting Director of the District of Columbia 
Bureau of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 




; 


In this application, according to source, Mr* 
Clarke, indicated the march would start at 1:30 p.m. , 

January 15, 1971, from the Bible Uay Church, 1130 New 
Jersey Avenue, N.VJ,, ITashington, D.C., and proceed south 
on New Jersey Avenue, N.N, , across Constitution Avenue, 

N.V7, , to the driveway paralleling Constitution Avenue, N.N. , 
around the north side of the United States Capitol Building 
where the parade ts will congregate while a small delegation 
of 10 to 20 representatives of the group mount the central 
steps of the East front of the United States Capitol 
Building, meet a group of United States Senators and 
l^presentative and present petitions demanding the declara- 
tion of January 15, as a national holiday In honor of 
Dr, I'lartlh Luther King, Jr. 



Source advised that stationary sound equipment 
Tfill be used at the Bible Way Church and in front of the 
East front of the Capitol Building* 







/ 




UASIIIITGTOI? KIWG HOLIDAY Ca-flllTTEE (Vn<HC) 


lilOfTKtDENTIMr^ 


Source advised it was believed the above program 
would end by 5:00 p.m, , at which time it is anticipated both 
the petitioners and the legislators will have concluded their 
public statements* 

kj P) 


ment, and J^Irs, Willie Jf^>,Hardy and Clarenc^Bennett, Co- 
Chairmen of the WKHC was held at 2:30 p.m., in the District 
Building to outline the events planned for the celebration 
of the 42nd Anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s , , ,, 

birthday on January 15, 19.71. pu/9SJ//A S UfJ ' 

H « 1 / ij c^f), £. 

Mayor Washington announced plans for city-wide emd 
neighborhood ceremonies, rellgioiis services, meetings and 
other special events planned for that date. The Mayor 
also advised that one of the city’s major streets would 
be renamed Martin Luther King Avenue and that the renaming 
of the street would be marked by appropriate ceremonies. 

Mayor Washington annotmced that the necessary action 
required to rename the street was being taken by the 
District of Columbia City Council with his full support. 

A 7^ 

Source stated that the Mayor and City Council 
Chairman Gilbert Hahn, Jr., issxied a joint proclamation 
urging citizens and organizations throughout the District 
to t^e part in memorial observances, and that at the 
request of Chairman Hahn and the Mayor, the observance 
activities in the District are being planned and coordi- 
nated by Sterling Tucker, Vice Chairman of the Council 
and Julian Dugas, Director of the District of Coltonbia 




A joint news conference featuring Mayor Walter 
Washington, representing yChe District of Coltfinbia Govem- 
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L^ASHIIIGTON KING HOLIDAY COICIITTEE (l?KHC) COMFIOEIUJAL 

Department of Economic Development. 

A copy of the news release prepared by the Public 
Affairs Office of the District of Coluabia Government is 
attached hereto. 
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DUtriet Bulging, Room $2« 629.2S77 -27M 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE AT 2:30 P.M. January 11, 1971 

The District of Columbia will observe the birthday of 


The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., on Friday with city-wide 
and neighborhood cerernonies, religious services, meetings, and a 
wide range of other special events. Mayor Walter E. Washington 
and City Council Chairman Gilbert Hahn, Jr., sunnounced today. 

Coordinated plans for the celebration of the 42nd anniversary 
of Dr. King's birth were outlined at a news conference by city officials, 
citizen spokesmen and representatives of the business community. 

The reports at the news conference included an announcement 
announcement that one of the city's major streets will be renamed 
Meu^tin Luther King Avenue. This action, which will be mau^ked by 

a street ceremony Friday, Is being taken by the City Council with 

* 

the support of Mayor Washington. •* 

The city government will conduct a progr2un at 9:30 a.m. 
Friday on the steps of the District Building. 

City government workers are being encouraged to take part 
^ the observances under a liberal leave policy ordered by Mayor 
Washington. The Mayor and City Council Chairman Hahn also issued 
a joint proclamation urging citizens aa^<i organizations to take part in 
memorial observances. 




A principal focus of the community observances will be 


activities in support of a drive to honor Dr . King by marking his 
birthday with a national holiday. ^T^is phase will include afternoonj 


interdenominational religious services at Bible Way Church, / ^ji 
1130 New Jersey Avenue, N.W., followed by a to present 
petitions at the Capitol calling for this holiday.- 

Another highlight of the activities Friday will be the 
official opening of the Martin Luther King Co-Op Food Store, at 
North Capitol and H Streets, 

The proposal that Congress designate a national holiday 
in honor of the civil rights leader has the support of the Mayor and 
the Council. In addition, the city last October sent to Congress a 
proposed bill that would call for a holiday in thie community to observe 
Dr. King's birthday. 

All Recreation Department centers wiHl be open Friday, 
and special progreuns have been scheduled throuighout the city in honor 

^ *v 

of Dr. King. These programs are being coordinated with citizen 
activities sponsored by the Neighborhood Plannimg Councils. 

At the request of Chairmaun Hahn and tthe Mayor, the 
observance activities are being planned and coordinated by Sterling 
Tijcker, Vice Chairman of the Council, and Julian Dugas, director 
of the Department of Economic Development. 





The activities of the citizens working for the holiday 

legislation were discussed at today’s news conference by Mrs. Willie 

Hardy and Clarence Bennett, leaders of the Washington Committee for 

the Martin Luther King National Holiday. 

Repiresenting the Retail Bureau of the Metropolitan 

Washington Board of Trade was George T. Joint, president of 

Lansburgh’s Department Store. 

The city’s observance in honor of Dr. King will start 

officially with the 9:30 a.m. ceremony in front of the District Building. 

The program of talks and music will last about one hour. The Mayor, 

Council members and representatives of the religious, civic and 

business communities will take part. 

The ceremony marking the official opening of the 

McU^tin Luther King Co-op Food Store will be held at 11:15 a.m. 

The community store is opening with the financial help of the 

Metropolitan Washington Urban Coalition. 

The services at Bible Way Church will be held from * 

11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. At 1:15 p.m., city officials will hold the 

♦ 

ceremony to mark the renaming of a street as Martin Luther King 
Avenue. The march to the Capitol from Bible Way Church will 
^tart at 2 p.m. The petitions calling for enactment of legislation 
setting aside the national holiday in honor of Dr. King will be presented 
to a group of congressmen on the East Front steps of the Capitol. 
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The Board of Education has directed that the public schools 


; ■ be closed Friday in observance of O'. King’s birthday. 

f.' ' < : 
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RALLIES AND POSSIBLE MARCH TO COMMEMORATE BIRTHDAY OF Dfi 


* jANUARt' FIFTEEN, NINETEEN SEVENTYONE, TALLAHASSEE, 
FLORIDA; RM; IS DaSH SMCJ RACIN; STAG, 


SOURCES ONE AND TWO WHO HAVE FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN 
THE PAST FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION ON JANUARY FOURpEN, 


i 




?!I'J£TEEN SEVENTYONE. 

I 

STUDENT GROUPS AT FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY (FSU), TALLAHASSEE, 

FLA., ARE SPONSORING EVENTS ON JANUARY FIFTEEN, SEVENTYONE TO 

COMMEMORATE THE BIRTHDAY OF DOCTOR MARTIN LUTHER KING AND HAVE 

INDICATED THEY WILL USE THE OCCASION TO SHOW OBJECTION TO THE WAR IN 

VIETNAM AND ALLEGED RACIAL OPPRESSION. A RALLY WILL BE HELD AT MOOREo^^ 

'-YMi; RFC 

AUDITORIUM, FSU, AT FOUR P.M. AND Trf^GIw\lP WILL THEN E IT ^i£B MARCH 
OR TRAVEL BY OTHER MEANS TO THE CORNER OF MACOMB AND VIR6 

TALLAHASSEE, WHERE ANOTHER BRIEF RALLY WILL BE HELD. 

E«D EASE ONE XEROX 


^ i O- >• / ' • ‘ 
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PAGE TWO 
JK 157-NEW 

speakers have not been confirmed but will be local black leaders, 

IF POSSIBLE, OR ANYONE WISHING TO SPEAK. PRINCIPAL SPONSORING 
GROUPS ARE THE FSU STUDENT MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE, WHITE ANTI-WAR 
GROUP, AND BLACK STUDENT UNION, FSU BLACK STUDENT GROUP. 

SOURCE NUMBER THREE WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE 
PAST ADVISED THAT MEMBERS OF THE BLACK STUDENT PARTY AND MALCOLM X 
UNITED liberation FRONT, LOCAL MILITANT BLACK STUDENT GROUPS, WILL 
probably PARTICIPATE. 

ABOVE SOURCES ADVISED THAT THE EVENTS ARE POORLY PLANNED AND THEY 
EXPECT LIMITED RESPONSE FROM STUDENTS OR LOCAL NEGROES. THE EVENTS 
are to be STRICTLY NON-VIOLENT AND NO INCIDENTS EXPECTED. 

LOCAL AND STATE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES, ASSISTANT UNITED STATES 
ATTORNEY, TALLAHASSEE, ADVISED. MILITARY INTELLIGENCE AND SECRET 
SERVICE, JACKSONVILLE, BEING ADVISED. 

ADMINISTRATIVEt 

NO LHM BEING SUBMITTED. JACKSONVILLE WILL FOLLOW AND ADVISE. 



INFORMATIVE NOTE 


Da„ 1-15-71 

Attached relates demonstrations 
conducted on 1-15-71, in honor of the birl 
of Martin Luther King, Jr. , Following 
services at a church which was attended 
by about 2,500 people, group marched to 
the Capitol where they presented petitions 
These petitions were received by Senator ■ 
Adlai Stevenson (D-Illinois). 

Copy of attached sent Inter-Division 
Information Unit. Pertinent parts will b< 
included in teletype summary to the yfhite 
House,, Vice President, Attorney General, 
the military aid Secret Service. 
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F(aS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, AND WHO 


(j' 


ATTENDED THE MEMORIAL SERVICE HELD AT THE BIBLE WAY CHURCH, 

ELEVEN THIRTY NEW JERSEY AVENUE, N.V., WDC, ADVISED SERVICES 
BEGAN at APPROXIMATELY TWELVE FIFTEEN P.M, SOURCE ESTIMATED 
TWENTY FIVE HUNDRED PEOPLE ATTENDED 

CAPACITY OF CHURCH TWO THOUSAND AND FOLDING CHAIRS HAD BEEN PUT 
» UP. IN ADDITION PEOPLE WERE STANDING AT REAR OF CHURCH AND 
ADDITIONAL PEOPLE WATCHED FROM ROOM IN UNDERCROFT OF CHURCH 
WHICH WAS EQUIPPED WITH CLOSED CIRCUIT TELEVISION. 

SOURCE ADVISED THAT IN ADDITION TO MAYOR WALTER ^ETTUTsHINGTON 
* AND BISHOP SMALLWOOB^ILLIAMS, 

REVEREND WALTTFTFA^NTROY ALSO I^OKE IN 

v -'XRALPH ABERNATHY WHO WAS DETAINED IN NEW YORK AS RESyj,Tjy(]lf21 1971 

✓ 

PROGRAM IN MEMORY OF DOCTOR KING CONDUCTED IN THAT CITY. 



Pt >- * 


R OF THE CHURCH, THE ^ . 

OF REVg^lND 


ONE / 


END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

SOURCE STATED REVEREND FAUHTROY ALSO SANG "THE IMPOSSIBLE 
DREAM". CHORAL MUSIC WAS FURNISHED BY THE HOWARD UNIVERSITY 
CHOIR. 

SOURCE STATED MARCH TO CAPITOL BEGAN APPROZ IMATELY TWO 
FIFTEEN P.M., LED BY MULE DRAWN WAGON BEARING PETITIONS 
REQUESTING JANUARY FIFTEEN BE DECLARED A LEGa/ HOLIDAY. 

SOURCE ADVISED THAT THE REVEREND RALPjL-^kfpNATHY ARRIVED 
BY AUTOMOBILE JUST AS MARCHERS APPROACHED CAPITOL GROUNDS. AT 
THE WEST FRONT OF THE CAPITOL HE MADE A SHORT SPEECH 
EULOGIZING DR. KING AND NAMING EACH LEGAL HOLIDAY NOW 
OBSERVED IN A DEROGATORY MANNER STATING THESE HOLIDAYS WERE 
NOT RELEVANT TO BLACK PEOPLE. HE STATED BLACK PEOPLE WOULD 
TAKE JANUARY FIFTEENTH AS LEGAL HOLIDAY REGARDLESS OF ACTION 
OF CONGRESS, 

ACCORDING TO THIS SOURCE, PETITIONS WERE RECEIVED BY 
SENATOR BIRCH BAHY, DEMOCRAT, INDIANA AND SENATOR ADLAI 
STEPHENSON, DEMOCRAT, ILLINOIS AS WELL AS SEVERAL CONGRESSMEN. 
END PAGE TWO 
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SOURCE FURTHER ADVISED THAT THE MEMORIAL SERVICE AT THE 
DOUGLAS MEMORIAL CHURCH, ELEVENTH AND H STREETS, N.E., BEGAN AT 
APPROXIMATELY SEVEN THIRTY PM, WITH EIGHT HUNDRED TO ONE 
THOUSAND PEOPLE PRESENT, ^ 

THE REVEREN D JO SHIWC^UT CHINS, PASTOR OF DOUGLAS MEMORIAL 
CHURCH GAVE THE INVOCATION. THIS WAS FOLLOWED BY SHORT SPEECHES 
PRAISING DR, KING BY MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT 
CORPORATION (CIO, A NORTHEAST WASHINGTON, _D.C. , CIVIC 
ORGANIZATION, THE REVEREND GEORlJg^OYD OF ANTIOCH BAPTIST CHURCH, 
ELEVEN ZERO FIVE FIFTIETH STREET, N.E,, LED A PRAYER FOR DR, 

KING AND THE REVEREND WALTER ’ FAUNTROY DELIVERED THE MEMORIAL 
ADDRESS WHICH ACCORDING TO SOURCE WAS PRACTICALLY THE SAME 
SPEECH REVEREND FAUNTROY DELIVERED EARLIER IN THE DAY AT THE 
BIBLE WAY CHURCH, 





CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE, WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE 
INFORMATION IN THE PAST ALSO ATTENDED THE MEMORIAL SERVICE AT 
THE DOUGLAS MEMORIAL CHURCH AND FURNISHED SUBSTANTIALLY THE 



END PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOUR 

SAME information SET OUT ABOVE. 

BOTH SOURCES ADVISED THE SERVICE ENDED AT APPROXIMATELY 


NINE P.M., WITHOUT INCIDENT. 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
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Attached relates demonstration in 
honor of the birthday of Martin Luther Kii 
was conducted in Baltimore, Maryland, on 
1-15-71 and at the State House , in 
Annapolis, Maryland, where the group:? 
showed a petition asking that King*s birtl 
be made a holiday. There were no incideni 


Copy of attached sent Inter— Division 
Information Unit, Pertinent parts will b< 
included in teletype summary to the White 
House, Vice President, Attorney General, 
the military and Secret Service, 
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COMMUNiCATiONS SECTIOM 


NRZ 16 BA CODP^ 

7*59 PM N/TEL 1-15-71 
TO DWTECTOR (ATT DID) 
FROW BALTIMORE 


JAN15137Ki jOJ 
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Mr,Bren 7 iaT)( 
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Mr. Casper- 
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Mr. Rosen 
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RALLY AND MARCH COMMEMORATING THE BIRTH OF MARTIN / 

/9 Racial Matter 

LUTHERt^(^lWn . ,IR. BALTIMORE, MARYLAND ONE FIFTEEN SEVENIYONE. RM. ^ 


i>T(p; 



it * 
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.“v- 


advised that at about TEN AM THIS DATE A SMALL GROUP OF 
STUDENTS BEGAN PASSING OUT LEAFLETS AT ST. AUGUST I NES LUTHERAN 
CHURCH GOUGH AND BROADWAY BALTIMORE MARYLAND. AT TWELVE NOO^ 
ABOUT NINETY PEOPLE, NEGRO AND WHITE, CONSISTING OF ABOUT NINETY 
PERCENT JUNIOR HIGH STUDENTS AND TEN PERCENT ADULTS ASSEMBLED 
AT HOPKINS PLAZA AND HELD A PEACEFUL RALLY WHERE IN SEVERAL 
PEOPLE GAVE BRIEF SPEECHES AND RECITED POETRY. THREE BUSSES 
FROM THE PARKER BUS SERVICE WERE UTILIZED FOR TRANSPORTATION 
AND AS THE BOARDING BEGAN, AN UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER ANNOUNCED 
THAT THE PURPOSE OF THE *MARCH" TO ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND WAS TO 
"RAISE HELL WITH GOVERNOR MANDEL" REGARDING THE MARYLAND 
STATE BUDGET. ONE BUS DEPARTED FOR ANNAPOLIS AT TWELVE FIFTYFIVE 
PM AND THE OTHER TWO DEPART^ AT ONE PM. NO ARRESTS OR^INpIDENTS 



WERE REPORTED. 
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COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

JAN 151971 
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TELETYP 


NR011 JK CODED 
10:04 PM N^L 1/15/71 ALH 
TO DIRECTOR 

FROM J^KSONVILLE (157-2271X0 

■ \/ 

MARCH TO commemorate BIRTHDAY OF DOCTOR MARTIN LUT^fc 



Mr, 

Mr. SulHvan 
Mr. Mohr. 
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I 



DAYTONA BEACH, FLORIDA, JANUARY FIFTEEN, NINETEEN SEVENTYONE, RACIAL 

otters. 

■fyy b^(D; 

i (J ON JANUARY TWELVE, NINETEEN SEVENTYONE, 

V ^ 

^ ^^^va parade permit 

WAS granted THIS DATE. MARCH TO BE HELD FROM* CYPRESS STREET 
RECREATION CENTER TO (^l^TY HALL STARTING AT TWO P.M. WHERE A PETI- 
TION TO BE PRESENTED TO MAYOR TO DECLARE JANUARY FIFTEEN A 
HOLIDAY IN COMMEMORATION OF THE BIRTHDAY OF DOCTOR MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, parade to BE LED BY LOCAL MINISTERS. 
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1/^ PARADE HELD AS PLANNED ON JANUARY FIFTEEN, NINETEEN SEVENTYONE, 
LED BY SEVEREND BERNARI^^E, EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO REVEREND RALPH 
ABERNATHY OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE AND LOCAL 
MINISTERS. PETITION PRESENTED TO MAYOR, ESTIMATED FIVE HUNDRED 
PERSONS, PREDOMINANTLY BLACK, IN PARADE WHEN IT REACHED CITY HALL, 
MARCHERS THEREAFTER MARCHED BACK TO SECOND AVENUE AND CAMPBELL STREET 
WHEN MARCH DISBANDED. MARCH VERY ORDERLY AND NO ICIDENTS AROSE. 

USA, SECRET SERVICE AND MILITARY INTELLIGENCE, ALL JACKSONVILLE, 
ADVISED. 



ADMINISTRATIVE! 

NO LHM BEING SUBMITTED. 

END 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 


informative note _ . . 

1-14-71 

Date 

Attached relates plans by the 
Washington King Holiday Committee to 
commemorate the birthday ol Martin Luther 
King in Washington on 1-15-71 • Group 
plans to start oft with breakfast at 8:00 
a.m. at Holy Redeemer Catholic Church 
and end at 8:00 p.m. at the Walton Singer - 
All Souls Unitarian Church, Mrs, Coretta 
King reportedly will also participate, 

5,000 to 6,000 persons are expected to 
attend. 

Copy of attached sent Inter-Division 
Information Unit, Pertinent parts will be 
Included in teletype summary to the White 
HOUS 9 , Vice President, Attorney General, 
the military and Secret Service, 
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WASHINGTON KING HOLIDAY COMMITTEE (WKHC), RACIAL MATTERS. 





h7Cgi> 

DVISED 

THAT A PROGRAM SCHEDULE FOR FRIDAY, JANUARY FIFTEEN, NEXT, 
COMMEMORATING THE BIRTHDAY OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., HAS 
BEEN SET UP AS FOLLOWS; 

EIGHT AM, BREAKFAST, HOLY REDEEMER CATHOLIC CHURCH, 

NEW JERSEY AND NEW YORK AVENUES, N.W.J NINE THIRTY AM, MEMORjfAt 
SERVICE, STEPS OF DISTRICT BUILDING; ELEVEN FIFTEEN AM, 
DEDICATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., FOOD CO-OP, NORTH 
CAPITOL and H STREETS, N.E.; ELEVEN THIRTY AM, MEMORIAL 
SERVICES, BIBLE WAY CHURCIJ, ELEVEN THIRTY NEW JERSEY AVENUE, 
N.W.; TWO PM, PILGRIMAGE TO CAPITOL FROM BIBLE WAY CHURCH; 

END page one 



REC.3# /00-/o(c(r, nn 


_i^«doie5M03 

» andAttomcy Gi^x^v'rcl. 



li.slAN 19?I 







r 


r 


. ■ I 


i 


WFO 157-3676 
PAGE TWO 

SIX PM, PARADE FROM FLORIDA AVENUE, N.E., TO K STREET TO H 
STREET, N.E.; STARTING AT INTERSECTION OF FLORIDA AVENUE 
AND TRINIDAD, N.E,; SEVEN PM, MEMORIAL SERVICE, DOUGLAS 
memorial METHODIST CHURCH, ELEVENTH AND H STREETS, N.E.; 

EIGHT PM, THE WALTON SINGER - ALL SOULS UNITARIAN CHURCH, 
SIXTEENTH AND HARVARD STREETS, N.W., WASHINGTON D.C. (WDC). 

SOURCE FURTHER ADVISED THAT NO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
BLACK PANTHER PARTY (BPP) HAVE BEEN INVITED TO TAKE PART IN 
-BOvF PROGRAM AND HAVE INDICATED THEY WILL IGNORE MEMORIAL 
SERVICES BUT PROBABLY ATTEMPT TO SELL BPP NEWSPAPER TO CROWD. 

SOURCE FURTHER ADVISED THAT MRS. CORETTA KING WILL 
REMAIN IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA, THE MORNING OF FRIDAY, JANUARY 
FIFTEEN, NEXT, TO PARTICIPATE IN GRAVESIDE SERVICES FOR 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., AND WILL THEN FLY TO WDC, ARRIVING 
probably late AFTERNOON OR EARLY EVENING JANUARY FIFTEEN, 
NEXT. COMMITTEE HOPES MRS. KING WILL ARIVE IN TIME TO TAKE 


END PAGE TWO 


WFO 157-3676 
PAGE THREE . 

PART IN PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS TO MEMBERS OF CONGRESS 
ASKING JANUARY FIFTEENTH BE DECLARED NATIONAL HOLIDAY. 

IT IS ESTIMATED BY WKHC THAT CROWD WILL APPROACH FIVE 
TO SIX THOUSAND AND THAT PETITIONS WITH APPROXIMATELY TWO 
MILLION signatures WILL BE PRESENTED. 

SOURCE FURTHER ADVISED CONGRESSMAN JOIUK^NYERS, JR., 

democrat, first DISTRICT, MICHIGAN, COjJTACTING SENATORS AND 

^ 

REPRESENTATIVES TO MEET PETITIONERS AND ACCEPT THEIR PETITIONS. 

SENATORS and REPRESENTATIVES EXPECTED TO PARTICIPATE 
ARE THOSE WHO ARE MEMBERS OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING NATIONAL 
HOLIDAY COMMITTEE. 



administrative 


REFERENCE WFO AIRTEL AND LHM JANUARY TWELVE, LAST. 

nemo 


END PAGE THREE 
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FOLLOWING and ASSIGNING SOURCES TO COVER EVENTS LISTED ABOVE. 

ATLANTA REQUESTED TO ADVISE IF POSSIBLE AND 

FLIGHT BEING UTILIZED BY MRS. KING AND ETA, WDC. 

FOLLOWS. P, 
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federal bureau of INVTSTiaATlo/ 
COM.VIUNICATIONS SKTIpf. 

JAiM 1 i> 

NR 005 AT PLAIN TELETYf^E 

2:52 PM URGENT 1^5/71 ELS 

TO DIRECTOR AYIN: DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIV. 

VFO 

FROM ATLANT^ 157-NEtf ^P 

A)a,7/A^ 

^WASHINGTON KING HOLIDAY COMMITTEE (WKHC). RM. 


RE WFO TEL TO BUREAU AND ATLANTA JAN. FOURTEEN, SEVENTYONE. 
SOURCES IN ATLANTA ADVISE THEY ARE UNABLE TO LOCATE RESER- 
VATIONS FOR CORETTA KING OR RALPH ABERNATHY DEPARTING ATLANTA BETWEEN 
JAN. FOURTEEN AND EVENING OF JAN. FIFTEEN, SEVENTYONE. NO INFOR- 
MATION DEVELOPED THAT CORETTA KING WILL ACTUALLY 60 TO WASHINGTON 
JAN. FIFTEEN, SEVENTYONE. 
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MARCH TO COMMEMORATE BIRTHDAY OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.» DAYTONA 
BEACH, FLORIDA, JAN FIFTEEN, NINETEEN SEVENTYONE. RACIAL WATTERS^ 


ADVISED 

J 

THAT A MARCH IN COMMEMORATION OF THE BIRTHDAY OF DOCTOR MAl?TIN LUTHER' 
KING, JR. WOULD BE HELD IN DAYTONA BEACH ON FRIDAY, JAN11 [aRY FIFTEEN, 
(UNETEEa SEVENTYONE. _ j i, „ W, o TTrrT:^' f 


■f>Z. 


( to 


FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, ADVISED THAT jKE/^ROWN, 

A CCC LEADER HA^D EITHER BEEN AT MAINLAND SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL OR HAD 
TALKED TO STUDENTS FROM THAT HIGH, SCHOOL TO'CAIN THEIR Sl^PORT A^ND TO 

rec* 5 y(y/j ^ 

HAVE THEM SKIP SCHOOL ON JANUARY FIFItCT, NINETEEN SEVENTYONE AND 




PARTICIPATE IN THE MARCH. 
END PAGE ONE 
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. PAGE TWO 





HAS BEEN REQUESTED FOR A MARCH ON JANUARY FIFTEEN, NINETEEN SEVENTYONE. 



MADE BY THE BLACK STUDENTS TO HAVE FRIDAY, JANUARY FIFTEEN, NINETEEN 
SEVENTYONE, OFF AND NO INFORMATION HAS COME TO HIS ATTENTION REFLECTING 
THAT THE BLACK STUDENTS PLAN TO SKIP SCHOOL OR WALK OUT ON THAT DATE. 



THE REVEREND_ RALP 

^ ^ ' r 


IERNATKY, leader OF THE SCLC, HAS A RESERVATION 

■ Fl^ 


AT THE MOTAL FOR THE NIGHT OF JANUARY THIRTEEN, NINETEEN SEVENTY- 


ONE AND HE UNDERSTANDS THAT ABERNATHY WILL BE MEETING WITH THE 


MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE OF DAYTONA BEACH AND WILL ALSO GIVE A TALK AT ONE 
OF THE LARGER, LOCAL CHURCHES. 


ADVISED h'^iO) 

THAT PLANS ARE BEING MADE FOR A PARADE ON JANUARY FIFTEEN, NINETEEN 


SEVENTYONE AND THAT NO VIOLENCE IS ANTICIPATED. 

* 

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, SECRET SERVICE AND MILITARY INTELLIGENCE, 
ALL JACKSONVILLE, ADVISED. 

END page two 
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NO LHM IS BEING SUBMITTED. 

JACKSONVILLE Al DAYTONA BEACH, WILL FOLLOW. 
END 

EJF FBI WASH DC 




MATELY ONE FIFTY NEGRO MALES AND FEMALES, AGE GROUP FIFTEEN 
TO TWENTY-FIVE, APPEARED AT THE ORLEANS PARISH PRISON- 
DISTRICT COURT BUILDING. APPROXIMATELY FIFTEEN DEMONSTRATORS 
CARRIED SIGNS DENOTING "ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE" AND "BLACK 
POWER". * 

PURPOSE OF DEMONSTRATION WAS TO COMMEMORATE BIRTHDAY OF 
KING AND NO NCCF-EPP MEMBERS PRESENT. DEMONSTRATORS WERE 
ORDERLY AND DISPERSED APPROXIMATELY TWO FIFTEEN PM WITHOUT 
INCIDENT. DEMONSTRATORS PHOTOGRAPHED BY NOPD INTELLIGENCE 
OFFICERS. 

LHM BEING SUBMITTED. 

END ' 

WJM FBI WA GA 




■ I 

0 




ucRFm \S yHCL^SS\HtU 



iRjfiN 19 1971 


mtc 


A 


ieted” 


"cc to IDlU 
Adm. data deleted 






' EDi-RAL BUREAU Or INVESTIGATION 

COPtCMUNICATIONS SECTION 


AM INFORMATION COrli..iN'‘'>jAf,i i, 1371 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

^R009 SL PLAIN 
■ laSA^-^TEL 01-13-7! CNM 



c 


’f 

I 



TO ' DIRECTOR, ATTN* DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 
"from ST. LOUIS (100-17801) 


DR. MRIIJU-IJIH 


ebSns, 


JR. HOLIDAY, ST. LOUIS, WO. RM. 



1 Mr. Tolsoh 

lln Bullivmtt 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr, fii::hop L/^ 

Mr.brenncnCt).^r 

Mr/Cdlahatt ( I 

Mr» Casi>€r | 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. FoU 

lilr. Galo 

Mr. Ro^en 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Walter!-— 

Mr. 

Tele. Room 

Miss H^^Unos — 
Miss Gandy 


ST. LOUIS ALDERMEN VOTED AND MAYOR CERVANTES SIGNED LEGISLATION 
AUTHORIZING CITY HOLIDAY, JANUARY FIFTEEN, NEXT, TO HONOR OR. 

KING’S MEMORY ON ANNIVERSARY OF BIRTHDATE. 

COMMITTEE HANDLING ARRANGEMENTS HAS REQUESTED BUSINESSES 
AND NO CRIMES BE COMMITTED JANUARY FIFTEEN. ALL VEHICLES REQUESTED 
TO PAUSE ONE MINUTE AT TEN O’CLOCK AM, CHURCHES TO RING BELLS, AND 
VEHICLES TO LEAVE LIGHTS ON AFTER TEN O’CLOCK AM, THAT DATE. 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE HAS AUTHORIZED PERMIT USE OF ROTUNDA OF 
OLD COURTHOUSE FOR CONVOCATION TEN O’CLOCK AM, THAT DATE. INTERFAITH 
SE^RVICES SCHEDULED BEREA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, TWELVE NOON. INSPIRA- 
TIONAL RALLY SCHEDULED SHELTON MEMORIAL HALL, EIGHT O’CLOCK PM. 

CITIZENS COUNCIL, ST. LOUIS, PLANNING TO PARTICIPATE IN MARCH 
FROM TOWER GROVE PARK TO CITY HALL AREA JANUARY FOURTEEN, IN PROTEST 




OF ACTION IN DECLARING HOLIDAY. THIS MARCH HAS BEEN PUBLICLY^ 
END PAGE ONE 
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SL 100-17801 
PAGE TWO 

ANNOUNCED AND BLACK ORGANIZATIONS ARE AWARE OF SAME BUT NO CON- 
FRONTATION PLANNED ACCORDING TO SOURCES TO DATE, 

FEDERAL ESTABLISHMENTS PLAN TO AUTHORIZE ANNUAL LEAVE ON LIBERAL 
BASIS, ST, LOUIS PD, SECRET SERVICE, AND ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTEENTH 
MI GROUP THREE ADVISED OF ABOVE, P, 

END 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

, sac, WFO (157-3676) (P)/^ 

\C0>r«TTEE (WKHC) ' 

RAClia MATTERS 
(O0:WF0) 

Re WFO alrtel and LHM 12/31/70. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are eleven copies and for 
Atlanta one copy for information o^UD^jltl^nformatlon re , „,ja\ 

f uml shed SA ^ 




LHM Is classified ^»Con f I d e ntl a l ” to protect 
this source and is being disseminated locally to the U. S. 
Secret Service, AUSA, ATFD, NISO, OSI and 116th MIG, all 

wDc. -'''‘irs) 

WFO following. 



Bureau (Enc.ll) 

1 - Atlanta (Enc.l) (Info) (RM) 
3 - WFO 

(1 - 100-42300) (SCLC) . 
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UNxi’ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF jUSTICE 


In Reply, Pleate Refer lo 
File No. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Washington, D. C. 20S35 
January 5, 1971 


COtfFli^NTIAir- 


WASHINGTON KING HOLIDAY COMMITTEE (WKHC) 
RACIAL MATTERS 



advised that 

a meeting of the WKHC was held in Washington, D. C. (WDC), 
December 29, 1970, to formulate plans to celebrate January 
15, 1971, the birthday of Dr* Martin Luther King, Jr., and 
to make this day a national holiday. According to source, 
petitions from throughout the country will hopefully be pre- 
sented that date to Congress for this purpose. 




The source said the WKHC was foxmded following a 
meeting December 17, 1970, in WDC, between the Honorable 
John Conyers, Jr., Democrat* First District, Michigan, and Mrs. 
Coretta Scott King at which time the formation of a 90 member 
citizen's committee was annoxinced. The group includes seven 
United States Senators, sixteen Congressmen, the Presidents 
of the National Council of Churches, Ibiited Auto Workers, 
State, County and Municipal Employees Ibilons, and other repre- 
sentatives from government, labor, business, religion and the 
arts. 


Source advised that Representative Conyers made a 
press release that date concerning the formation of the 
National Committee for King Holiday, accopy of which is 
attached. 


Source further advised that in furtherance of the 
purpose of the WKHC,' Mayor Walter E. Washington and City 
Council Chairman Gilbert Hahn, Jr* , had drafted plans for the 
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WASHINGTON KING HOLIDAV COMMITTEE (WKHC) 


observance of the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther Klngt Jr., 
and the Public Affairs Office of the District of Columbia 
Government had announced these plans in a news release dated 


December 30, 1970, a copy of which Is attached. 

. {yv'l ' V ■ 

Source stated chat wiiiie_J.\Hardy, a well known 
black community leader, is Ghairm an of^the WDC WKHC and in 
her capacity as Chairman, Mrs, Hardy had made a press 
release on December 31, 1970, concerning the activities 
planned in WDC, on January 15, 1971. 


Source made available a copy of Mrs. Hardy's press 
release which reads as follows: 


"On this coming January 15, across the coimtry, 
millions of Americans will not report to work, will miss 
school, or will, in some other manner, treat the day with 
special respect in honor of a man of peace. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Yet, our government has not yet seen fit 
to declare that day a national holiday. 

"Because of that failure, the: shape emd character 
of Washington's celebration of the King holiday will have a 
special significance, and so Dr. Ralph David T^ernathy 
annoxjnced on December 17, 1970, the plans for a dramatic 
presentation on that day to the Congress of thousands of 
petitions bearing the millions of signatures which have 
thus far been received and which are still coming in. 


"I am pleased to euinounce today the formulation 
of a broad-based committee representing the religious, 
business, educational, and civic '^fe of our city. Sharing 
the chair with me is Mr. Clarence |tei^tt of the Cardozo ^ 
( chapter of the Jaycees which has jbe^ very active with 

respect to this issue. Among the others on the committee'^ / 

Dr, Tftflflo YrAnc k _ Conimmiitv Council 

~ Washington Urban Coalition 
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WASHINGTON KIN G HOLIDAY COMMITTEE (WKHC) 


Dr. Chari e irren 



Mr. 


_Ted'^>iM( 


en 


Ifr , WendellN^lement 
Reve rend_Da^^3^^aton 


H. Carl 




National Capital Cowell 
of Churches 

Uptown Progress 

Federal City College _ 
All Souls Unitarlan- 
lltaiversalist Church 


)ultrlef Esquire 

"The celebrai^n^t^n4?^slTfi^?^h[^^ ^ 

phases. First we are encouraging various coroimanity pro- 
grams throughout the '.city in the early morning. We hope 
each church, commvmity organization, and civic association 
will have some type pf activity in rememorance of Dr. King 
in the morning. 


"Then, at 11:30 A.M. , there will be a Memorial 
Service for Dr. King at the Bible Way Church, 1130 New 
Jersey Avenue, N. W. Dr. Abernathy will be the main 
speaker. 


"Finally, after the service, Dr. Abernathy and 
Mrs. Coretta King will load the thousands of petitions 
upon a mule train and will lead a march to the United 
States Capitol where, in the manner Or. King taught us, 
we will peacefully but forcefully demand that this country's 
greatest man, a Black man, be recognized and honored in the 
same tradition as have many lesser, white men." 

Source stated that the Southern Christian Leader- 
ship Conference, 334 Auburn Aven\ie, N. £., Atlanta, Georgia, 
is taking a'>very active part in the campaign to have January 
15th declared a national holiday in memory of Dr. King and 
in furtherance of ^this objective had prepared and distributed 
throughout the country a petition which, after being signed, 
will be delivered to WDC, for presentation to Congress, A 
copy of this petition is attached. 


■CONFIDENTfAfc-^ 






TJASKINGTCS? KING HOLIDAY CO>IMITT£E (ivlCHC ) 


he HKHC will hold its second 


meeting on Wednesday, 


January 


6, 1971, and 


hold a press conference in the District Building on January 1 
at a.h. , 

£\c that time to cjinounce the complete schedule of activities 
pl&rincd for January 15, 1971. 

advised that the membership of the Dr ^ 

I. art in Luthor King Holiday Committee 

5 Vide available the following list of names as those who _ J 
liava agreed to serve on the coifimittee: 



R?v. Ralpl'. AbeiK.itliy 
. Mr. Morris ibraias 

. ' Kciiorable Frank Annunsio 
Mrs. Edythe Scott Bagley 
' Mr. Harry Bclafonte 
^ Kt. Lcrcne Bennett, Jr. 

, \ Mr. Leonard Bernstein 

I Honorable Julian Bond 

Honorable Thomas Bradley 
Honorable George Brown, Jr., , 
Dr. Ralph Bunche 
Bishop Henry Bunton 
John Carlos 
V, ^ Hr. John Cashtn 

Honorable Shirley Chisholm 
Honorable Rarasey Clerk 
V V Honorable Robert Clark 

Honorable Williaia Clay 
Honorable George Collins 
Honorable John Conyers, Jr. 

< Mr. Ossie Davis 

Mr. Saomy Davis, Jr. 

Honorable Ronald Dellups 
Honorable Charles C. Diggs, Jr. 
Honorable Mervln UjTnally 
Mrs. Marion Wright Edelman 
Honorable Don Edwards - • 

Mr. Nelson Edvards 
Honorable Charles Evers 
M rs. C hristine King Far ris 


Mr. James Earl Jones 
Mr. Lerol Jones 
Honorable Edvmrd Kennedy 
» Mrs. A.D. Williams King 
Mrs. Coretta Scott King 
Rev. and Mrs. Martin Luther King, Sr. 
Mr. Edward Lamb 
Mr. Ely Landau 
Rabbi Arthur Lelyveld 
Honorable John Lindsay 
Honorable Allard Lowenstelft 
Dr. Albert Manley 
Mr. Burke Marshall 
Honorable Sam Hassell 
Dr. Benjamin Mays 
Honorable George McGovern 
Honorable Ralph Metcalfe 
Honorable Abner Mlkva 
Honorable Parren Mitchell 
Bishop Paul Moore 
Honorable Edmund Kuskle 
Mr. Henry Niles 
Honorable Richard Ottinger 
Mrs. Rosa Parks 
Mr. Malcolm Peabody 
Mr. Sidney Poltier 
Mr. A. Phillip Randolph 
Honorable Athalle Range 
Honorable Charles Rangel 
Honorable Ogden Reid , 



*s 


VASHIMGTON KING HOLIDAY COr-lMITTEE (WIOIC) 



Mr. issac Farris, Sr. 

Rev. Walter E. Fauntroy 
Mr. Joseph Fllner 

Hiss Aretha Franklin 

Rcnorable Don Fraser 
Mr. Harold Gibbons 
Mr. Dick Gregory 
Mrs. Fannie Lou Hamer 
Professor Charles V. Hamilton 
Honorable Philip Hart 
Honorable Vance Hartkc 
Honorable Richard Hatcher 
Father Theodore Hesbargh 
Hr. Chester Higgins 
Honorable Harold Hughes ^ 
Honorable Jacob Javits 
Mr. John J. Johnson 


Honorable Henry" Heuss 

Mr. Joseph Rhodes 

Honorable Ben Rosenthal 

Mr. Bill Russell 

Mr. Bayard Rust in 

Honorable Vfilllam Ryan 

Dr. Julius Scott 

Dr. Benjamin Spock 

Honorable Louis Stokes 

Miss Doris Turner 

Mr. Harry Wachtcl 

Honorable Walter E. Washington 

Mrs. Theodore Wedel 

Mr. Roger Wilkins 

Mr. Leonard Woodcock 

Mr. J€>rry Wurf 

Rev. Andrew Young 

Mr. ^Hiitney Young 


Source advised that Dr. Ralph David Abernathy, 
President, Southern Christian Leadership Conference and 
Mrs. Coretta Scott King would be present in WDC, on January 
15, 1971, to participate in the inarch to the steps of the 
Capitol where the petitions gathered from all over the 
United States will be presented to a member of Congress, 
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For Releanc; Tbursdeiy, Itecembcr 17, 1970, 1:30PM 
Contact; Ron Thoiaaa 202*225-5126 

NATIOrm C0:<MITTES FOR UOLIOA^ AKSOUNCED 

In a renewad effort to have Or. Martin Luther Kind's birthday, January 15, detlg- 
fiated as a national holiday, the foxuation of a 90 member cltlten's cotanittee was 
annour.ced today in Washington. The group includes 7 U«S. Senators, 16 Congressmen, 
the Presidents of the National Council of Churches, United Auto Workerc, State, 

County and Municipal Ecployces Union, end other representatives from government, 
labor, business, religion and the arts. 

Members of the cosvsittee uho were present urged local cosz&unltles across the coun- 
try to .hold cocanenorative observances next month In honor of Ur. King and to 
support l* ilf>lation In Corgresa "thtt has been introduced by Congresemon Jehu 
Conyers, Jr^(U-Hich) and 25 other House sponsors. 

"Hat tin Luther King's prophetic voice is gone," the group said, *'and those of us 
vho believed in his idnala of non-vlolcn'^e, juaCice and racial harmony are left to 
continue their advocacy. We believe Ur. King was right when he rejected tho theory 
that vtolfeoco aad racism ere inherent in our society. Toduy as reve^** before , the 
^'»emory o£ Utis ca^repion of the oppressed throughout the world cannot be allowed 
to be forgotten. Wo cocc together not merely to review the accoapllstments of the 
person vc would honor, but rather to encourage those who share our views Lo make 
public thelt belief that Dr. King's exe^z^plc is of singular importance for our 
country." „ 

Mrs. Corel t a Scott King, a member of the committee, said; "Our family ulshef to 
express their dec.pest gratitude to all of these great Americans who have joined in 
this effort- There is no more appropriate way of honoring him than by plcd,vK‘S anew 
cot dctsiminatiou to tue -goals for which he gave his life." 


Tp -2 Coi-.srectiouAl spouf^orr. of the Kin« Holiday Bill ^nouDctc that they arc requrst- 
log meyors and goverr^ors across the co'mtry to Initiate local activities to toittiea- 
orate Ur. Kind's birthday. Congressman Conyers said that list year at least t 
2b citle':, nnd hr:»nredc of coTiTiunltlcs proclaimed January l!i as ^^.artin 
l.utUe': K'.i^g Piy." he c •tio.atcd Ui‘t siuce J'tly cf 1963 his office h«^c received 
over 'AJO.OOO r d .v» dual letters anJ pf-tftloaa carrying taotc than 
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Treeent at the Conference were these menbers of the Coxunittec: 
Mrs* Coretta Scott King* Rev* Ralph Abernathy^ Coogiessman John 
Conyers (Hich*), Senator George McGovern, Mrs. Theodore Wcdel, ^ 
President of the National Council of Churches, Rev. Walter 
Fauntroy, SCLC Washington representative, and Representatives 
Frank /jinunrio (Til.), Jonathan Bingham (N.Y.), George Brown, Jr. 
(Calif*), Shirley Chisholm (N.Y.), William Clay C?o.), Charles 
Wees’. Jr. (Hlch.), Don Mvards (Calif.), Eon Praser -GUna.) , 
Edinkrd J.och (K.Y.), Allard Lovensteln (H.Y.), Abner Klkva (111.), 
Wehard Ottlnger (K.Y.), Ogden Raid (K.Y.), Henry Rcues (Wls.), 

Ben Rosenthal (K.Y.) , 'willla.^ Eyaa (a.Y.) and Louie Stokes (Ohio). 




PteVlIt AtMrs Ofric*« DiatHcf C*1u»b1o G»v#m«nl 
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PUftIci R**<" 52S 42* -257/ -2704 

FOR IMMEPmTE RELEASE “ ' DECEMBER 30, 1970 


Mayor Walter E, Washington and City Council Chairman Gilbert 
Hahn, Jr. today outlined the city govcmmenVs plans for observance of 
the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on January 15. 

In cooperation with the Mayor, the Council has oificlally called 
for appropriate observance on that date by the city government, in co- 
operation with the community. . 

The Mayor and Chairman Hahn named Julian Di^gas, Director of the 
Department of Economic Dev^elopment, and Vice Chairman Sterling Tucker 
to direct the planning for the bivlhday activities. 

A liberal leave policy Vvdll be in effect for District Government 
employees on January 15th. This means that supervisors are encouraged 
to grant annual leave to all workers in noncsscnUal jobs who wish to take 
part in the observance. 

Mayor Washington and Chairman Hahn today noted that the city 
gdvcniment on October 1 had submitted legislation v/hicn Included a 
provision that wouW set aside the tliird Monday in January as a new 
holiday for the private sector of the city in observance of the birthday cf 
Dr. King. The city also supports legislation to establish a national 

holiday in honor of Dr. King. 
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call upon the Congress and the President of the United States to declare that each 
January 15lh, Uie birthday of DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., shall be a National 
Holiday In honor and memory of Dr. King. 
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Vr*’! can h*?!;? t>i:Vko Dr. Kini^s ri Nahonr^l H'-uidiiy by sending 

poUUons lo;* Dr. RnVoh David Al.u'Viut by, President, Southern Cb- is Uan oj ir 

(,e:Kl?rsh't’i> 33^ Aubvi'n /j^veiu'O, AlVanU*., Ga, 30303, i 
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Room 225, City Ball _ 
Cleveland, OMo 4^114 

Deari 


ALL INFUiii... : CjinAll\^'3 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE ^ /y 



^ On January 13th I received your letter and its enclo- 
sure. v/Mle the copy of the newspaper article you enclosed accurately 
reported my remarks regarding R^rtin Luther Kang, I cannot elabo- 
rate further regarding him as data in our files must be maintained as 
confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. 

Ihe specific portion ctf the extensive interview regarding 
the protection of the President was only part of a general discussion of 
a number of topics, including assassinations, violence, threats against 
public of f icia l s and civil disorders. Had the entire text of my interview 
been reported regarding this matter, I am confident there would have 
been no misinterpretatioa of my comments. 

Over the years it has been my privil^e to associate 
very closely, both within and without the FBI, with many persons of 
Puerto Rican and Mexican origin or descent for whom I have the utmost 
respect. Please be assured that I had no Intention whatever of crUicis- 
lug, demeanlj^ or casting aspersiems on law-abiding citizens of 
ethnic group or national origin. 





CARL B. STOKES, Mayor 


« 'nr C:.i’;;!;an 

? Hr. _ '** 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigatijjn . ^ > 

Washington, D. C. fYl L 
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Wr. Rosen, 
Wr. Tavoi__ 
Mr. V/aJters 
Mr. £-,yars_ 

7"eJe. Room 

Miss HoJmes, 
Jtfiss Gandy 




Re : Nobel for Dr J Jllng.. Rapped by Hoover 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 


This letter comes to you as a result of an article published in the Cleveland 
Press Monday, December 7, 1970, under the above caption. 

The Community Relations Board of this City reviewed this article and much to 
our surprise the following statment was allegedly attributed to you - "The FBI 
director said he once called King a liar because the late civil rights leader said 
he never had criticized the FBI. Hoover said he told King "If you ever say any- 
thing that's a lie again I'll brand you a liar again." "Strange to say he never 
attacked the Bureau again for as long as he lived." Hoover said. King was 
assassinated April 4, 1968, 

He said the exchange occurred In December 1964, while King was preparing to 
receive the Nobel peace prize. "He was the last one in the world who should have 
received it." 

"I held him in complete contempt because of the things he said and because 
of his conduct," Hoover said. 

He said the FBI cooperates with the Secret Service to protect the President 
on trips abroad. "You never have to bother about a president being shot by Puerto 
Ricans or Mexicans. They don't shoot very straight. But if they come at you with 
a knife beware." 

If in fact the above is your statement and quoted correctly, the Cleveland 
Community Relations Board would have you to understand its extreme displeasure 
concerning your remarks. The Board is cognizant of the sensitive and responsible 
position which you hold and for that very reason alone the Board believes your 
comments relative to the late Dr. King were unjust and certainly uncalled for, 
particularly since he no longer lives and Is therefore unable to defend himself 
except through those who loved and respected him for bringing a sense of dignity 
to a people who were once sold as property and enslaved mentally as well as 
physically. Whatever your personal differences were this Board feels you were 
professionally obligated not to divulge publicly. Not one of us is completely 
perfect, and I am sure you know we make errors and therefore for you to delibe 
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attack a human being who laid his life on the line many times and was finally 
assassinated, this Community Relations Board finds very distasteful and difficult 
to believe to have come from one in your capacity In serving this nation. 

Your further alleged comments regarding the Puerto Ricans and Mexicans (see 
attached copy of newspaper account) communities this Board finds reprehensible,, 

[and absolutely unprofessional. In a day when our country Is seriously polarizpd, 
such statements by you or anyone else holding responsible positions certainly 6o 
not help a Community Relations Board such as Cleveland's to bring about the kinds 
of relationships for which we are striving in this City. They tend only to 
exacerbate the problems, create deeper feelings of alienation, and make the job 
of the Community Relations Board and its staff far more difficult than normally 
would be the case. 

In the reconstitution of our Board a few months ago, we deliberately picked 
individuals of all racial and ethnic backgrounds, along with a staff • in order 
to be closer to the pulse of the community. And that pulse in the Spanish speaking 
community, rightfully, we believe, takes issue with your remarks and thus requested 
our Investigation, based upon the principles this Board espouses. As a Community 
Relations Board we found that they (your remarks) were not in the best interest of 
the Spanish speaking community • in fact a generalization which is terribly insulting. 

This Board does not wish to convey the idea of being a Judge and Jury, or 
demand a retraction of your alleged statement. But, we do want you to be perfectly 
clear as to our stance, which is to "promote amicable relations among the racial 
and cultural groups within the community. . .work in cooperation with government... 
to eliminate whatever source of Interracial friction may exist... deal with condi- 
tions which strain racial and cultural relationships. . .maintain contacts with the 
.. .groups .. .which are concerned with interracial understanding. . .be a source of... 
date on problems of Interracial understanding." 

Ti.ese goals this Board feels it can achieve for the betterment of Cleveland. 
However, to do so it feels an added responsibility to speak out against injustices 
and applaud acts of Justice. We would hope you share our feelings, as well as 
those of the Spanish speaking community. 


Li(^) 


Cleveland, Ohio 44114 




CITY OF CLEVELAND 

yOi^S\ COMMUNITY RELATIONS BOARD 
ROOM 225, city hall 
» CLEVELAND. OHIO 44124 
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JS’EW YORK — (UPI — FBI Director J. 0 “Strange to say, he never attacked the 
Edgar Hoover says the late Dr Martin B bureau again for as long as he lived, 
Luther King Jr. “was the last one in the /[ Hoover said. King was assassinatea Apr. 
world" who' should have received theV^ 4, 1968. 

Nobel peace jirize. a He said the exchange occurred in pe- 

I Hoover also said in a Time magazine V cember, 1964, while King waj preparing 

1 interview published today that he turned^ to receive the Nobel %•' 

down a request by the thcn-AtlorneyV\ was the last one in the world who should;. 

' General Robert F, Kennedy to low-er FBI ever have received it. * 

qualifications in order to hire more B HELD HIM in complete contempt 
t blacks. because of the things he said andl^; 

f “I said, ‘Bobby, that’s not going to be ^cause of his conduct,” Hoover said 

t done as 
j bureau 


lid, ‘Bobby, that’s not going to oe ^Cau ae ui ma wiiu . Ax.L., 

as long as I’m director of this ffe~said^r’ FB^ coopeiai^'witfitili 5 

1 . He said, ‘I don’t think you ref K service to protect the President ( 

cooperative.’ And I said, ‘Why don t| ^ ^ abroad. “You never have ttf » 


i being cooperative 

J you get a" new director?’ ” 

i HOOVER SAID he spoke with formc^ 
n President Lyndon B. Johnson about th* 
i matter and Johnson told him to “stickj 
*j to your guns.”' 

' ‘ t The FBI director said he onee called 
mng a liar because the late civil rights 
deader said he never had criticized t^e 
FBI. Hoover said he told King, “If ydu 
fever say anything that’s a Ue again I’ll 
^rand you a liar again,” 


on trips abroad. “You never have ttf 
bother about a President being shot by f 
Puerto Ricans or Mexicans. They don’t 
f hoot very straight. But if they come at j 
you with a kni fe, beware.” ’ J 

50?o -.4 

of its agents from the officer corps in 
Vietnam whose members are all “aboyfe .<4 
average in personal appearance.” 

He said he will remain chief id; ? 
long as his physical condition penults, r. 
He is 72. ^ 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 


Attached relates that D, C. Mayor j 
Walter Washington met with representatives 
ol the Washington King Holiday Committee 
and at a press conference announced city 
plans for ceremonies on 1/15/71* 

A copy of attached sent Inter-Divisio 
Information Unit* Pertinent parts will 
be included in teletype summary to the 
White House, Vice President, Attorney 
General, the military and Secret Service* 
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941PM J-11-7I NITEL EDR 

DIRECTOR (ATTENTION DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION) 
WASINGTON FIELD OFFICE (157-3676) 

WASHINGTON KING HOLIDAY COMMITTEE (WKHC) , RACIAL MATTERS, 

ADVISED 

THAT A JOINT NEWS CONFERENCE FEATURING MAYOR WALTER WASHINGTON 
AND REPRESENTATIVES OF THE WKHC WAS HELD AT TWO THIRTY PM, 

TO OUTLINE THE OBSERVANCE OF THE BIRTHDAY OF THE REVEREND 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JUNIOR, WHICH WILL TAKE PLACE FRIDAY, 
JANUARY FIFTEEN, NEXT, 

MAYOR WASHINGTON ANNOUNCED PLANS FOR CITY-WIDE AND 

NEIGHBORHOOD CEREMONIES, RELIGIOUS SERVICES, MEETINGS AND 

OTHER SPECIAL EVENTS PLANNED FOR THAT DATE. 

MAYOR WASHINGTON ANNOUNCED THAT ONE OF THE CITY'S MAJOR 

/ 

STREETS WILL BE RENAMED MARTIN LUTHER KING AVENUE. THIS 
ACTION, WHICH WILL BE MARKED BY APPROPRIATE CEREMONIES ON 
END PAGE ONE 
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wFO i57-3676 
PAGE TWO 

JANUARY FIFTEEN, NEXT, IS BEING TAKEN BY THE CITY COUNCIL 
WITH THE SUPPORT OF MAYOR WASHINGTON* 

SOURCE ADVISED THAT MRS. WILLIE HARDY AND CLARENCE 
BENNETT, LEADERS OF THE WDHC DISCUSSED PROGRAMS MADE TO DATE 
BY THEIR COMMITTEE AT THE NEWS CONFERENCE. 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

LETTERHEAD MEMORANDUM 

REFERENCE WFO AIRTEL AND?1HH JANUARY FIVE, LAST. 

rum 
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Mrw Caj!vp?r_ 
Oinrs 1.. 
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January 12, 1971 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
V/ashington, D. C> 


Dear Sir: 




I seen to "be on a aailing list and receive a great 
deal of Eaterial like this. As a ‘brcr.c'castei* and infre- 
cul:.'. iw .. -ulist on the air, I aa cost interested in 
facui und opinions. Can soaeona in your office coscoent 
on the credibility of this article and >irs. Julia Brown? 

. . Sincerely, 


h / 

^ 

t - ~ h Si-C- 

WM 'ic , ' 

if I 


^itlNFQRMh ; ;cB ; ; 

HEREIN IS UNCLJi?S:Fe;-;-^ . 

;v,T Fj../^ rr mSELlSm 
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NOT RECORDED 

160 JAN 1971 


_ I'ir . J . Edgar Hoover 
h / Bureau of Investigation 

// Departcent of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 
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An Anti-Communist Negro 
Makes This Appeal: 

Please Don*t Help Glorify 
Martin Luther King. 


r. '• 


by Mrs. Julia Brown 


/.'I 

■ 


» 1 : 1 ; 




Presented by the nationwide network of TACT Committees, 

to help spread th^ Truth About Cm! Turmoil. 


J^-/dU7o 
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\irs* JuUa nnivtii ypi!t( (hail nhic yt-ar* a 

tiu mhiT of Uu^ i\triy in CU’vvhnti^ Ohto^ 

.wiTitt}* us an a n litre on' r operative for the Federal 
lUtreau of investigation. She **iurfaecd** in IU62^ to 
testify in Washington about her experiences and to 
deseribe hoxo the Communists plan to use Ne^oes oi 
fodder** in their proj^ram of racial agitation. 
Today ^ she continues to risk her life on coast- io-coast 
speaking tours, exposing the Communist-led revoiu* 


(itniarics tv ho pose "a dej^ and present danger^ to 
Americans of every race* 


N!r. J. Liltiar Hoover, the Director'of the Federal Bureau o* 
InveslijiiUion. once eatled Martin Litther King “ihe most notoriotn 
Ui.tr in the country." I agree witli him. But I also believe that Mr. 
Kihg was one of llje worst enemies my people ever had. 

I know (hat it is considered poor taste to speak ill of the dead. But 
wlir’^^omeone servevi the enemies of our country while alive, and his 
naife'^is still used by his comrades to promote anti*Aincrican 
acti\ities. slumUln'l people who know the truth speak out? 

I learned many surprising things while ! served in the Communist 
Parly for the FBI. Coinnumist leaders told us about the demonstra- 
tions that would be started, the protest marches, the demands that 
would be made for tnassive federal intervention. Every Communist 
was ordered to help convince American Negroes that we arc no 
better off than slaves. Wherever we went and whatever we did, wc were 
to promote race conseiousness and resentment, because the Commu- 
nists know that the technique divide and conquer really works. 

We were also told to promote Martin Luther King, to unite 
Negroes and whites behind him, and to turn him into some sort of 


f 
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This check, from on officio! Communist front and signed by two identified 
Chmmiiiusts. is just one of many jia/mnnts to Martin Luther King from the 
sworn enemies of our country. 




This photograph v/as taken at a Communist training school in Tennessee, 
shows: ft) Martin Luther King,^ (2) Abner Berry of the Central Committee 
the Cornmunist Tarty, (31 Communist Aubrey Williams of the Soudu 
Conference Educational Fund, and (4) school director Myles Horton. 


national hero. We were to look to King as the leader in this stnigg 
the Coninumists said, because he was on our side! 

I know they were right, because while 1 was in the Commun 
Party I learned that Martin Luther King attended a Commun 


training school. I learned that several of his aides and assistants we 


Communists, that he received funds from Communist.s. and that 1 
was taking directions from Communists. 

.Most .\merieans never look at tlie Communist press in tl; 
country. If they did. they would learn that the Coimminists lov< 
Martin Luther King. He was one of their biggest heroes. And I kno 
for a fact the Communists would never have promoted him, fmanct 


him. and supported him if they couldn't trust him. He carried oi 


their orders just as slavishly as Party members in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Martin Luther King may never have carried u Communist Pan 
membership card. That's not important. Most of the people ll 
Communists counted on to further their work were not olTiei 
members of the Communist Party. But t am as certain as I can t 
that he' knew what he was doing! And I am just as certain that tl' 


drive to glorify him now is just as much a Communist projee 


ThrougJi it. the Communists expect to raise millions of dollars t 
help further their programs, to gain even wider aceeptanec for the 
campaign of civil turmoil, and to further divide the American publii 
But none of this has to happen. Although many Americans are sti 
deceived about .Marlin Luther King, more and more are learning th 
truth. I want to assure every reader that what I've said hcre/.v the truth 
I urge every one to investigate this crucial issue further. Please, ma/:- 
sure of the truth. For it is only through honest infoniiation and sincen 
efforts that the problems this country faces can bo solved. 



This pamphlet is being distributed as a public service by TACf — a * 
nationwide network oflocal Committees initiated by The John Birch 
Society. Our purpose is simply to help spread the Truth About Civil 
Turmoil. We believe that good Americans of every race should know 
that lawlessness, violence-producing “non-violence,” racist cries about 
“white racism,” and repeated demands for “massive federal interven- 
tion” are part of a Communist program for a Communist conquest. 

Wc hope the information in this brochure will cause more Amer- 
icans lo rcnect on the real nature and the subversive intent of the cam- 
paign to confer “sainthood” on a man who collaborated closely with 
Communists, who accepted directions and funds from Communists, 
and who furthered Communist purposes all of his adult life. 

For more information on this important issue, we recommend the 
following materials. All of them can be ordered through our 
Committee or by writing directly to our national headquarters: 

The Civil Rights Packet, a collection of articles and pamphlets, 
including two Communist booklets and the outstanding study. Color, 
Coiwminism and Common Sense by Manning Johnson, a Negro and 
former top Communist. ($ 1 .00) 

The TACT Packet, eight articles and pamphlets on civil turmoil, plus 
the definitive study of the “civil rights” movement, /ri Very Simple 
by Alan Stang. (Sl.OO) 

» ^ 

I Testify, by Mrs. Julia Brown.^Aie autobiography of one of 
America's bravest patriots and a stirring .account of courage, 
determination, and dedication to freedom.- (St. SO) 

The Sandersville Story, a brief pamphlet on the terrorist tactics used 
by the Southern Christian Leadership Conference in Sandersville. 
Georgia, to force Negroes to accept the creation of a socialist 
community - d soviet'. (10 copies for $1.00) 

Greater Princeton TACT Committee, 

(Truth About QiviJ Turmoil) 

V P. 0. Box 175 ' 

Belle Mead, New Jersey 08502 


AJJitional copift of thit pamphlet are available In any tpianlity at fifty copies for one dollar. 
Order from: TACT Headquartert, S9i Concord Avenue, Belmont, Messoehutetts 02178. 
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Ir. Cr.llahan- 
Mr, Capper^- 
Mr. C’^nii 
Mr. F it 
Mr. G.-l: 

Mr. Rof^ 

Mr. Tavcl 
Mr. Walters- 
Mr. Soyars — 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holmes- 
Miss G&ndj^ 



Dear Sis, ^ 

How are you today ? , I xi ! ' 

I have been very upset about your attacks on the late ' 
Dr. King and the ad ullty t hat he had committed while 
he was alive. Why did you not confront Him with his 
short comming while he was alive ?, and He could 
defend himself ? Have you ever committed adultry ? 

Funny thing so of us cannot see the forest for the 

trees. 



I close. 


D 


Respectfully yours 





10, Mich. 


P.S Did you know about this article? 
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Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Sulliyan^ 
Mr. Mohr 


Mr. Bishop 

Mr.BrennanCD-. 
Mr. Ca!lahan_ 

Mr, Catper 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. r«4t 


Mr. Gab 

Mr. BfiRen 

Mr. Tovni _ 
Mr. Walters^ 
Mr. ^ /;*t a .. 

Tele. Room 

Misb >1 imes.- 
Mias Gandy ^ 
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Points of View 

An Added Dimension 
Of Insight on the News 
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WASHINGTON— A federal grand jury has 
discovered that Mafia overlords in New York 
are running a Joan racket in the nation’s capi- 
tal with shylock rates collected by muscle 
men. Borrowers who don’t meet their pay- 
ments are threatened with maiming and mur- 
der* 

. The hush-hush grand Jury, operating out of 
tte squat federal courthouse on Washington’s 
historic Pennsylvania Avenue, has also heard 
sworn testimony about extortion, grand lar- 
ceny and contraband smuggling* * 
Enormous sums have been traced from 
Charles *’Fuffi” Rivezzo, identified as an tm- 
derllng of the notorious Cosa Nostra gangster 
Carmine *TTie Doctor” Lombardozzi; the old 
Carlo Gambino machine^ a crime hierarchy 
now in disarry from internal bickering and 
tough enforcement; and Paul Coppola, a New " 
Haven mobster convicted of tax violations. \ 
Ihc secret Washington investigation was 
touched <rff by our report on Nov. 6, 1969, 
about a threatened Mafia takeover of a major 
East Cost fireworks dealer. We have kept si- 
lent about the investigation to give authorities 
a chance to subpoena and question witnesses. 

But the secrecy is now threatened by an 
* underworld feud, blazing with charges of 
death threats, over She hijacking of an $8,000 
load (rf fireworks in Washington, A former 
Mafi a, courier and a Mafia-bankrolled busi- , 
, nessman ai^ hurling accusations at each ^ 


other that may expose the secret grand jury. 
We have decided, therefore, to break the ; 
story. 

The grand jury Is directed by Harold Sulli- 
van, the rackei-busuug assiitant G.S* attor- 
oey who has already prosecuted one Mafia 
infested narcotics case in Washington. 

A key witness before the Washington grand 
jury has been fireworks magnate Bernard F. 
Semel, an ex-convict, friend and business 
acquaintance of Cop^a. Semel is also a 
friend Of R^. Bob Giaimo, DConn., another 
Coppola intimate. 

Gtaimo’s name has come up repea t^y In 
the investigation, but no evidence of criminaL' 
violations by the congressman has been un- 
covered. W’itnesses, however, have confirm^ 
our stories of Giaimo’s favors to Semel and 
Coppola. 

Besides (he fireworks Industry, (he grand 
jury has heard testimony that the Mafia tried 
to penetrate transportation and souvenir busi- 
nesses In Washin^en. Indeed, Mafia men op- 
erate literally In the shadow of the Capitol 
and across the street from the FBI. 

We have pored over records of Mafia-front 
firms, watched Mafia Cadillacs pull brazen- 
ly up to businesses and spoken to grafid jury 
witnesses. My associate Les Whitten has 
kite-night trys^ wito Ma^a informants. 

/ Footnote: Both Sullivan and Semel dedined 
comment 
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ALllf^FORMATIONCONTAriED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

mE3^JtB\jp0^4AD4lU~ 12/31/70 

Transmit the following in « 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


Via 


AIRTEL 



TO: 
FROM: 
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(Priority) 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, WFO (157-NEW) (P) ^ 


WASHINGTON KING HOLIDAY COMMITTEE (WKHC) 
R/.CIAL MATTERS 
J (00: rfFO) 
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ReWFOtel to Bu and AT, 12/31/70. 



Enclosed for the Bureau are eleven copies and for 
AT one copy for information of an L HM with information rt 
captioned matter as furnished to Sj 


The LHM is classified “GONTIDEHTIAL” to protect 
this source and is being disseminated locally to InteresJj^^ 
agencies. MPD also being advised. 



Bureau (Enc.ll) ^ r ■ 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 6i^ JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Washington, D.C* 20535 
December 31, 1970 COfiSlIffiOTIAL 

«ASHI«C.T0N KING HOLIDAY COMMITTEE ,.,(WKHC) 
R/CIAL MATTERS 



I ce 


N^ecember 29, 1970, to formulate plans to celebrate January 15, 
^1971, the birthday of Dr. Martin Lusher King, Jr., and to make 
^this day a national holiday. According to the source, petitions 
from throughout the country will hopefully be presented that 
^ date to Congress for this purpose. The source said VKHC was 
founded following a meeting December 17, 1970, in WDC, between 


from Michigan 



The source further advised of the following Information: 
The Chairman of the WDC WKHC is Willie J. Hardy. 


CorChaizmen are. as follows: 


/ 

I Xlarence"\Bennett 
\^J Lo i s Ingle tar;^ 

: I Dr. Isaac ^ij^anck 
/ J'rank'i^ich , / 

I JJr,^ Charle^iWarren^ 




ftiP 0 . /Id - 


Cardozo JCs 

Board of Trustees, D.C. 

Public Libraries 
Jewish Community Center 
Washington Urban Coalition 
Washington Council of Churches 
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ExcTjided' j’rom automatic 
doWi^adlng and 
delolaSBlfioatlon 
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VASHINGTQN KING HOLIDAY COMMITTEE^ 


^^^ONFJ0gkriAL 


Theod ore)^lIagen. 

VendeH-^^^ement ✓ 
Kev^rend-JOavid ^aton .. 
Father RichardXnfcSorrley 
’ jfather JS i no ^a.rroni 
HcnryySilva 

/ 

Carlos -Rosll lio 


Uptovn Progress (Negro equivalent 
of Business and Professional 
Men’s Association) 

Federal City College 
Pastor » All Souls Church 
Georgetovn University 
Catholic Priest 

Tent City Rangers (formed during 
Poor People's Campaign) 

Leader Spanish speaking community 


Organizations, both religious and civic, in VDC 
have been asked to participate. Schools will be asked to 
have some type of observance on that date. Children with 
a note from parents allowing them to participate in the inarch 
to the steps of the Capitol on January 15, 1971, will be " 
excused. 


The ccHiimittee is asking representatives of religious 
and civic organizations to meet at Bible Vay Church with 
petitions to make January 15, 1971, a national holiday. Thede 
will be placed on a mule train to take the petitions to the 
steps of the Capitol \rtiere it is hoped they will be taken to 
one Congressman or Senator >dio will agree to receive the 
petitions symbolically for the whole Congress. 

Pratically every state has a committee and a co- 
chairman working on this and it is hoped the co-chairman and 
a small committee from each state will come to VDC and march 
to the Capitol. People will come from other states but there 
is no way to know at this time how many will come. 

a 

There will be a full meeting in VDC on January 5 
or January 6, 1971, followed by a press conference January 7 
or January 8, 1971, when more definite plans will have been 
made. It is planned that Tent City Rangers will be used as 
crowd marshalls, and all members of committees want this to 
be an orderly, peaceful demonstration. No violence is planned. 
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V.ASHIKGTON KING HOLIDAY COMMITTEE 



Mayor Valter Vashlngton said the District Government 
cannot make this an official holiday as this decision has to 
come from Congress. 


includes: 


The proposed program for January 15, 1971, 


January 15, 1971 
9:30 a.m. 


10:30 a.m. 


11:30 a.m. 


Ceremony led by Mayor Vashlngton on 
steps of District Building 

Martin Luther King Cooperative Store (Grocery) 
will be officially opened at North Capitol 
and H Streets, N.£. , VDC 

Services will be held at Bible Vay Church, 

1130 New Jersey Avenue, N.V. , led by 
Bishop Smallwood Villlams, Pastor of the 
church. 


Source advised Dr. Ralph David Abernathy, Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference and Mrs. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. would be present at the service at Bible Vay Church 
and would participate in the march to the steps of the Capitol 
on January 15, 1971. 


ilomammi «ontain» naltlMr 
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INFORMATIVE NOTE 

Date ^ _T2y3l/70 

Attached advises of proposed activity 
to commemorate birthday of t&rtln Luther 
King on 1/15/70, in Washington, D.C. 

The activity will Include a march to the 
Capitol to present petitions to a Member ' 
of Congress, requesting that King's birth 
day be made a national holiday. No 
violence or disorder Is anticipated in 
connection with the march. 

Metropolitan Police Dejtartment and 
U.S. Capitol Police advised. Copy of 
attached furnished to Inter-Division 
Information Unit, Department of Justice. 
Pertinent information will be included 
in teletype summary to the White House, 
the Attorney General, Secret Service, 
and the military intelligence agencies. 
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federal bureau of investigation 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
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Mr. Conrad 
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Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr, Tavel 

Mr. Walters 
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ATLANTA 

FROM WASHINGTON FIELD 




ALL INFORf.’ATiDii CQKTWl.ZD 
HEREIfl IS U;-;CL/SS!FIED 

DAT;a:/|i «/_L .'S^J ^iL , 


A 


ASHIII6T0II KING ilOLIDAY_COnMIITEE, RACIAL INTERS. 




Up) 



ADVISED THAT THE WASHINGTON KING HOLIDAY COMMITTEE CWKHC), 
WHICH IS NATIONWIDE, WAS FORMED FOR PURPOSE OF CELEBRATING 
JANUARY FIFTEENTH NINETEEN SEVENTYONE, BIRTHDAY OF DR. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR., AND TO MAKE THIS DATE A NATIONAL HOLIDAY. 
SOURCE STATED WKHC WAS FORMED FOLLOWING A MEETING IN 
WASHINGTON, D.C., DECEMBER SEVENTEEN LAST, BETWEEN HRS, 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., AND REPRESENTATIVE JOHN CONYERS OF 
MICHIGAN. 




END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

SOURCE FURTHER ADVISED PROPOSED PROGRAM TO BE HELD IN 
1 WDC JANUARY FIFTEEN NEXT* INCLUDES NINE THIRTY A.M. OPENING 
I CEREMONY TO BE LED BY MAYOR WALTER WASHINGTON ON STEPS OF 
DISTRICT BUILDING I TEN THIRTY A«M. OFFICIAL OPENING OF MARTIN 
I LUTHER KING COOPERATIVE STORE, NORTH CAPITOL AND H STREETS, 

N«E.) ELEVEN THIRTY CHURCH SERVICE AT BIBLE WAY CHURCH, NEW 
JERSEY AVENUE, N.W. FOLLOWING THE SERVICE, PETITIONS FROM 
THROUGHOUT NATION TO MAKE JANUARY FIFTEEN NINETEEN SEVENTYONE 
A NATIONAL holiday WILL BE PLACED ON A MULE TRAIN AND TAKEN 
[0 STEPS OF CAPITOL WHERE IT IS HOPED THEY WILL BE TAKEN TO 
A CONGRESSMAN OR SENATOR WHO WILL AGREE TO RECEIVE THE PETITIONS 
SYMBOLICALLY FOR THE ENTIRE CONGRESS. DR. RALPH DAVID 
ABERNATHY, SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, AND 
MRS. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., WILL BE IN WDC TO PARTICIPATE 
IN SERVICES AND IN MARCH TO 4» l W>lTO W > *i«M^APITOL. 

END page TWO 



PAGE THREE 



PEACEFUL DEMONSTRATION ON JANUARY FIFTEENTH NEXT AND NO 
VIOLENCE anticipated. 

ADMINISTRATIVE 



VFO FOLLOWING. LHM BEING SUBMITTED AND 


BEING DISSEMINATED TO MPD AND INTERESTED AGENCIES. P. 
END 

JTJ FBI WASH DC 








December 23, 1970 
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Los Angeles, California 90027 



ALL INFORMATION CONTA!!. 
HERDi; !? 'JNCLASSiriED 

DATE 

fco7 1» 


I received your letter on December 21st. With 
respect to your comments. Information concerning the affiliations 
of Martin Luther iOng cannot be released because of Department 
of Justice regulations regarding all matters of a confidential nature. 
I regret that I am unable to suggest a source where you could obtain 
the data you are seeking. 


^ MAILED 4 ^ 

'dec 2 3 1970“ 

COMM-FBI 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hooval 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



NOTE: No record Bufiles identifiable with corresjpondent. ^ 
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Dec. 15 , 1970 
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Mr. J* Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Invastiigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 

T >xfiT6 fijio 5.^621 Ttoti tli0 n6wspsp63? ds&Xing 

with making Martin Luth^i^IUng* s birthday a national holiday 
and I am truly''ttl’slpl'stedr~to "^ni^ that a group of vote -hungry 
politicians may achieve just that* 


ALLlNFORivlATlONCOnlAi:;:: 

HPRFIN IR 

DATE_^j/fjLWBY^^</ J/2«rp 1,4 


My purpose in writing you is to Inquire if the 
information your department has on this man can be made 
public BO that the people of these great ITnited States can, 
once and for all times, know the true nature of the nan* He 


V-k'AV ^ SfXXW OXX^^t4^^A XX« VO' OO OXX XXWUX OX o >x 
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Prize, particularly for "peace,” as he was the greatest In- 
stigator of violence in o\ar entire country, regardless of his 
protestations of "non-violence** 


If our legilatures should ever perpetrate thi# 
offence, can you Imagine the effect It would have on young 
people who are reaching out desperately for truth and have this 
man declared a national hero when it is com'non knowledge what 


Vk 4 * 
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Visualise, If you please, high school and college 
students (I do not include grade school childre;(n as they are 
imaware of the man's true backgromd) being compelled to honor 
such a man when they know, thru their own reading and the dis- 
cussions In the feoaily, that he is the last man to receive suc^ 
an honor and recognition* 

^ J ^ a _.e X.V. ■* ■ - - 

JLX ^UU tLT9 £00 WXl^JJ. UUIg IxflW 

story of this mantis there any agency or ioxn*ce to which you 
direct me from whom I may obtain this Information? 

I 

* 

Thank you in advance for any data you mi^t be 
able to send or any information you may wish to give me covering 
the background of this man* 


ma; 
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Sincerely yours 
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ALL INFOR^MTION CONTAINED , 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSpO , , . cH^S^^Hfsso 

mzSLiMMJSY£5t 'Jom December 13, 1970 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 


I am writing to tell you that I think you have done a 
wonderful job over the years. Recently, however, I have read 
reports in the newspapers and magazines of certain statements you 
have i^de regarding individuals (the Berrigan brothers, Martin 
Luther I^ng, Jr. ). I would like to know if what has been said is 
your personal conviction, and if so, why. 

Many times people say things that they don’t mean. v 

I would like to know if this is true in your case. I don’t think that any- 
one, particularly the director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
should make such statements of individuals unless it is in an indictment, 
or arrest warrant, or whatever. You, of all people, are the protector * 
of civil rights of all people. 


I would greatly appreciate a reply. Thank you very 
much for your time. 


Yours tmly, 



P. S. I would appreciate it if I could have an autographed portra^it 
along with your reply. I still think you are doing an impressive job. 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Years 1 



CiUGii^AL iW 



December 18, 1970 



In reply to yoar letter of December 13th, informa- 
tion in our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice. I regret I am 
unable to be of help to you in this instance. 

Sincerely yours, 


J, mm Hoovetf 

V MAILED 21 j 

DEC 181970 

COMM-FBI 



Tolson . 
Suiljvan 

Mohr 

Bjshop . 


NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. One Harold 
Belton Andrews, convicted of auto theft on 7-28-66, alleged he 
stole automobiles for subsequent sale to the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference through Hosea Williams, a leader of this 
organization. There is no indication or substantiation that 
Martin Luther King knew of, or was involved in, these auto theft 
operations, i 


Brennan. C.D. 

Cailahan 




MAIL room ! I TELETYPE UNTT l I 





l'~RuN IS ur, CLASSIFIED 

Co'Ji 


hX^) 

St Alexander, Pa, 15376 
December 13, 1970 



J, Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr, Hoover? 


In a recent open-forum discussion in which I participated, held 
at a retirement home, a rather Impaaaloned old gentleman made the 
following claim: that Martin Lut her-^lng was actively Involved In 
a large used car scandal, he went on to say that It was his 
(King's) Involvement in this "racket" which resulted In his 
murder. 

Needless to say, the statement was not Immediately accepted as 
fact, particularly by one of the other elderly men present. He 
challenged the first man’s claim and was told to "ask Hoover I" 

As one of the leaders of the discussion, this noble task was 
allotted to me. 


I am completely unfamiliar with F,B,I. regulations concerning 
cuch matters, so I shall put the question simply and be prepared 
to accept whatever form of answer the Bureau returns. Is there 
any truth to the above claim? 


Thank you In advance for your time. 


Sincerely yours. 
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December 2\ 1970 



On December 14th I received your letter, with 
enclosure, and can understand the concern which prompted yon 
to write. 


S will not be possible for me to take the course 
of action you suggest as data In our files most be maintained as 
confidential in accordance with regulatimis of the Department of 
Justice. While the newspaper article you enclosed accurately reported 
my remarks, I cannot elaborate on this matter In view 
the reason heretofore set forth. 
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MAILED 21 

DEC2 11970 

COMM-FBI 
1 - nouston 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgat Boossl^ 


Enclosures (2) 


I ■ 


NOTEi Our files contain nothing identifiable regarding correspondent. 
The newspaper article concerns Director’s interview with Dean Fischer 
of ’’Time” magazine on 12-4-70. . ‘ * 
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Tues'‘’ay 
Dec. 8, 1970 

l!r. J, Hoover 

Directoi , F.B.I. 

Ur.sliington, D.C. 

Dear Hr. Hoover, 

I m enclosing an article clippea fro:i the 
Front page of last evening's Houston Chron- 
icle. In this article you are ouoted as 
h-ving raid tliat you don't thin’- D r. Marti n 
Lnther*Ki ng should have received the IJohel““ 
Peace Prize and that you held him in connlete 
conte-ipt because of the f:incs he said and 
because of his conduct. 

hr. Hoover, In the Interest on an enlightened 
public, I vrish you vould mad-e a co^.inlete nubile 
statement Irimediately regarding any and all 
charges you have against the late Dr. King. 

I vrould .also greatly appreciate a personal 
r -'nly to this letter telling ne ’vhether you 
\7ere ouoted correctly in the article I an 
enclosing. 
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i Hoover; King Last 
Person Who Should 



Have Received Nobel 


New York (UPI)--FBI 
Director J. Edgar Hoover 
says the late Dr. Martin Lu- 
ther King Jr. ‘*was the last 
one in the world’ ' who should 
have received the Nobel 
Peace Prize. 

^ Hoover also said "in a Time 
magazine interview published 
Sunday he turned down a re- 
quest by the then* A tty. Gen. 
Robert F. Kennedy to lower 
FBI qualifications to hire 
more blacks. 

‘‘I said, ‘Bobby, that’s not 
going to be done as long as 
, Tm director of this bureau.’ 
He said, ‘I don’t think you’re 
being cooperative.' And I 
said, ‘Why don’t you get a 
new director?’ *’ . 

Hoover said he spoke with 
former President Lyndon B. 
Johnson about the matter and 
Johnson told him to “stick to 
your guns.’’ 

The FBI director said he 
j . once called King a liar be- 

tho 

.wvw «... ru 

leader said he^ never had criti- 
cized the FBI. Hoover said he 
told King, “If you ever say 
anything that’s a lie again I’ll 
brand you a liar again. 

“He never attacked the bu- 
reau again,” Hoover said, 
king was assassinated April 
4, 1968. 


held him in complete 
contempt because of the 
things he said and because of 
his conduct,” Hoover said. 

He said the FBI cooperates 
with the Secret Service to pro- 
tect the president on trips 
abroad. “You never have to 
worry about a president being 
shot by Puerto Ricans or 
Mexicans. They don’t shoot 
very straight. But if they 
come at you with a ki^e, 
ware.” 

Hoover said the FBI is re- 
cruiting SO percent of its 
agents from the officer corps 
in Vietnam whose ^mbers- 
'are all “above average in per- 
sonal appearance.” 

He said he will remain FBI 
chief so long as his physical 
condition permits. Hoover is 
72. 


ALLliirORi.‘,;\li" 
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Hoover said the excbai^ ■ 

rwxoi vr\ 1ACJ 

while King was preparing to^ 
receive the Nobel Peace prize. 

I ^‘Jle was the last one in the 
’ world who should ever have 
^ received it,” he said. 
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December 15, 1970 

/o d — / 0 G y ^ 



eorsia 310S2 


Your communication \?as received on Decem- 
ber loth and I appreciate the interest which prompted you. to 
fui*nish me your viev/s. It was thoughtful of you to remember 
me with Holiday GrcctiagG and I hope tliis season will bring 
joy and haiopiness for you and your family. 






Sinceroly yours. ALL iNFORWATIO:! COf.TAr 3 

HEREIN IS [L';CL;,33iFe '' 8 

,.Ea^ Hoove. DATE^^BV^^i 

NOTE: , Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 


REKijmh (4) 


< 

a 

•— H 

o 

2 

o 






MAILED 21 ^ 

DEC 15 1970 

’ COMM-FBI " 










Sandersville, Ga. 31082 
(December 10, 1970) 


( Grateful to you for expressing publicly your feeling 
about the Nobel Peace Prize awarded to Martin Luther 
King — How could this be done with the sentiment so 
strong against ? 

I May the Holidays bring happiness to you. 

Truly 
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December 22 , 1970 


Rtc- 







I received your letter on December 18th and 
want you to know I very much appreciate your thou^tfulness 
and kind remarks. Expressicms of support such as yours are 
encouraging and mean a great deal to me. 

sincerely youra, INFORMATION CONTA.” l.l 

7, Edgar EoovexT herein is unclassified 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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vondale Estates, Ga. 30002 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

F. B. I. 

Washington, D, C. 

Hoov02?j*^ 


CP 


Mr* 

Mr* Mohr- 
Mr* T\^y 
Mr* B rorr 5 nCi>-^ 

Mr* C"ll;xli:;r 

Mr, Cr.rjn-'r 

Mr. 

Mr. FoU 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. Trvrl 

Mr. V'^cltcra 

M- ?'-v'M >3 

Tck. 

:■ if 

Mifs G»n<fy^_ 


Thank you for your honest corments concerning Kart in L other K ing. 

Your efforts to tell the people the truth may fall on deaf ears, 
but nine are open to your comments for I am sure no one in this 
nation Is in better position to know facts about this man that you 
are. 

Thank you for your constant vigilance against communism, and I know 
at times it must seem like an uphill battle, bur there are millions 
vdio appreciate you that don't take the time to tell you so. 

I would hate to think of this nation WITOOUT you, and the F.B.I. 

It would be similar to this nation being without churches and the 
different faiths we have and the privilege o* going anu worshxpxng 
where v:e please. Your efforts thru th^ years have built a suhctar.tiel 
forttess for good against evils which would make deep Inroads Into 
our nation, but for your wondelrful organization. 

I praise you again for telling the truth regarding ?‘srt-:i,n l«ther 
King. Those who will not listen or believe, will be the desperate 
ones, should there come a crisis in our land. 

Thank you sincerely for your honesty and good vrork. 


ALL INFORMATION CONT 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSiFirh 


Yours sincerely. 
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December 22, 1970 
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.olumbus, Georgia 319 
Dear 

1 received 3 rour letter of December 15th, with enclo- 
sure, and want to t hank you for your Holiday Greetings. The Interest 
which prompted you to furnish this newspaper clipping and your views 
is appreciated. You have my best wishes for a Merry Christmas 
a prosperous New Year, 

Sincerely yours, 

5TD3gar Hoover 
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Columbus, Gcorqia 31902 


December 15, 1970 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation X 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

hope you will continue to label Martin 

Lut her King for just what he was — a lying ^ 

comiiiuhist . 

With best wishes for the Christmas 
Season, I am 

Sincerely, 



ALLINFORIIATiONCOi'iT 

herein is unclassified 


REC 25 




DEC 17 1970 


AMD 

THE ATLANTA CONSTITUTION 

SUNDAY, DECEMSfR 13, 1970 





A WHITE HOUSE DIAftY-NO. 22 


King^ RFK Deaths 


By LADY BIRD JOHNSON 
THURSDAY. 

April 4, 
1968 

Th^ While House: 

I was back at the White 
Hou.«;e by 3 p m. from my 
brief vkiI to that beautiful 
never-oever land— Mrs. Merri- 
weather Post’s home in 
Palm Beach. The headlines of 
the Washington papers today 
were bo hopeful — “Hanoi Of- 
fers Talk* on Bombing Half' 

. . . “U.S, Accepts, Will ElsUb- 
liffh Oontact’* . . , ** Johnson 
Off Today for Hawaii Parley 
on Vietn^ Policy.'* And an- 
other headline — “RFK-HHH 
SeeLBJ.*’ 

While Mr. Per was fixing 
my hair, Lynda Bird, who had 
been watching TV, came 
firing into my room crying: 
“f>r. King’.s been shot!" Quiet- 
ing down a little, she told us 
that Marlin Luther King, 
about to lead a march in 
Memphis tomorrow, had been 
shot on a motel balcony, and 
was on his way to the hospital. 

From that moment on the 
evening assumed a nightmare 
quality. A few moments later 
Lyrria came in and said, 
“Mama, he’s dead!’' Every- 
body’s mind began racing off 
In its owm direction, as to what 
this would mean — to racial 
violence in our country, to the 
work of so many who were 
trying to bring us togehter — 
how far would it set us back? 

■Hiere I sat, with an elabo- 
rate hairdo. In my elegant, 
festive, flame-colored chiffon, 
ready for the Democratic din- 
ner, which was already In i 
progress Bui the hand.s of the 
clock had 8top|>ed, and we 
were In a strange »rl of aus- 
proded for ihe next hour 

or — L)7xi» and Lud and 

1. 1 

Lyndo.n was in hJs office 
— I knew he was working on a * 
aJalement, He delivered H on * 
■n' from the Bliile House: f 

“America is blocked and iwd- f 
dened by the brutal slaying to- ^ 
jOgtift of Dr. MaKin Luther 
King I ftsk every citizen to re- n 
j«ct the blind violence that has c 
struck down Dr. King, who h 
lived by nonviolerfce. I pray a 
Hwt his family can find com- U 
fort in the memory of aU he fe 
♦riM M do for the tend he w 
loved so well. I have Just coo- u 
veyed the symipathy of Mrs. w1 
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DR. MARTIN LITOER KING SHAKES HIS FLST DURING SPEECH IN S 
HI, Assasslnsllon Brought Some StartUrg Eventi into Lady Bird Jo 

Johnson and mysell to his WEDNESDAY. snH th. 


widow, Mrs. King.*' 

The line thast cried out to me 
WBB. “I hnp^ that all Ameri- 
cana tonight will search their 
hearts as they ponder this 
most tragic Incident. . . And 
then was the line that srtlled 
personal, immediate ques- 
bofis ^ *T have canceled my. 

plans^for the evening. I am 
postponing my trip to Ha- 
waii.'* 



Di|¥ier was a strange, quiet he had never bLnasIL^^ 
meal. I thought, and maybe - all of the TT 

SI” ■s,»r£ss 

feel .anymore, and here we i 

were; poised on the edge of 

another abyss, the berttomof^ had bccn^sh^A^i. Kennedy 
which we could in no way aee, ^ 




WEDNESDAY, 
June 5 

White House: 

It was a short night. The 
phone jarred roe awake from 
a deep sleep. Lyndon was say- 
ing tersely, “Will \x>u come in 
here?” I did not see how it 
could be morndng I was too 
tired. And spre prKjugh, I saw 
Oiat U>e hands bribe dock 
rtood at 4:20.' - ■ 

He was propped up against 
the pillows, looking as (hough 
he had never been asleep, and 
fill of the TV aets were turned 
• on. He was listening intently, 
^ I realized at once that 
■otnelhing serious was hap- 
pening. I am no< sure whether 
I heard it first from the TV set 


and the scene was total confu- 
sion. Bobby had been at hi^ 
headquarters in Los Angelef 
with Ethel, oelebralinfi his 
viclt^ in ihe Cfllifornifl pri 
maries. Every few minifies 
the tabulation of the voting 
would come on the acreen.s 
"Hie vote was about 44 or 45 
per cerft for Kennedy for 41 nr 
42 per cent for McCarthy. 

The whole terrible event had 
taken place under the eye of 
the television cameras, and 
we saw", over and over, the 
film of the shooting itself and 
heard the light crack df the 
gun. We saw Sen. Kennedy 
lying on the flrrr, a pool of 
blood under his head, and 
heard that he had been taken 
to one hospital, where he was 
briefly treated, and then dis- 
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Ufe 

I*aU:hwj to anolh.r *- the 
Good SamarUaT^, Thtn wss 
air of unreality afcwut the 
jl^ l thing — a nightmare 

5^8 It couldn't be true. We 

l^a ^Jave dreamed It. It had 
Sm iiappend before. 

^ "« nwfn- 

Hm 8 .5,*^ ^ remember «- 
yS when, I think it wax 
^ 7 a.m.-Sen Mansfield 
^ B^t him a cup of 
Hfl He had a staring look 
I^B is 

BIB ^ country?" 

HI H slcep- 

^-T m a dream persisted. 

^ kitchen that 
”^jBht be very late and 
HH ^’Bht have some 

^ him. At 10:07, 


L>Tidon went on TT. He must 
have had at most two hours of 
sleep last night. He did lock 
tired, but strong, command- 
ing. and reassuring. All day 
long I had heard this cacopt * 
ony over and over *- the reac- 
tions of people questioned 
What fs our country coming 
to? What Js happening to us? 
Are we a sick society? 

I welcomed what Lyndoq 
said, after a condemnation of 
this assassmation attempt orl 
Sen. Kennedy and of the spirit 
of violence that made such 
things possible, that "two 
hundred million people did not 
litrike down Robert Kennedy.* 

W'e have to cling to the be 
Uef that the fabric of Amerl 
can life is still strong; tha^ 
penpfe are still good; that it’« 
not the fault of every Iasi onf 
of the two h- ^dred million of 
us: that there Js enough virtue^ 
and r‘j~age and disciplirc 
and hard work in American:^ 
to solve our problems, 

SATURDAY, 
June S 

New York and 

Arlington National Cemetery: 

This was a day completely 
detached from the normal, a 
capsule of time suspended In 
unreality — the day of the 
burial of Sen. Robert Ken- 
nedy, We left about fl: 20 from 
the White House lawn In the 
helicopter, and then from An- 
drews we flew in a small jet. 
Lyndon and Marie — always a 
comfort — Joe Califano, Jim 
Jones, and. 

New Ywk was a strange 
Sight. The streets were lined 
with people who stood silent, 
motionless. For three days the ' 
television had been invoking 
the phrase “like a Greek trag- 
edy," and Indeed, there was 
much of a Greek drama about 

this, these mule crowds, iiie - 
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SEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY 
And Yet Other Mournful Dayi 

of the way through his voice ful, aad, composed She said 


THE CEREMONY was one 
of staggering drama and 
beauty. There was one long 
mike atanding in front of all 
the robed priests and arch- 
bishops, and to if went Sen. 
Teddy Kennedy, who deliv- 
ered a most beautiful eulogy of 
hb brother. He was sl'X)ng 
and composed, though his 
eyes were red-rimmed. Part , 


began to quaver, but then 
came under control, anc he 
ended calmly. He asked th^t 
his brother be remembered 
simply a.s “a good and decent 
man, who saw wrong i^id 
tried to right It, saw suffering 

, and tried to heal it, saw war 
and tried to stop it/' He 
quoted one passage from Rob- 
ert Kennedy that was sheer 
poetry. "Some men see things 
as they and say, why? I 
dream things that never were 
and say, why not?" 

TTien at last it was ovre. 

We walked to the right, past 
the front row where all of the 
Kennedy family were seilcd, 
.and slopped to speak fir«^ to 
Ethel, whose face wag be«^uti- 


very simply, "You have been 
so kind," to Lyndon. We spoke 
to several of the childreri and 
then to Mrs. Rose Kennedy 

Then I found myself in front 
of Mrs. Jacqueline Kennedy. 
I called her name and put out 
my hand. She looked at me as 
if from s great distance, as 
though I were an apparition. I 
murmured some word of sor- 
row and walked on. It was 
somehow bewildering. 

From UM^book. "A WltU« 

.. airt iehaiQc. p«b. 

IUn«l hf Well, nirMhAPl «Ad WlaAwn 
IbC,, .C<n*rrtiU (c> 1970 b? CUttliA 

T. Jabi»on. 

MONDAY Ifi The Atlanta 
Constftutfon; The candJ.^ntei, 
the Democratic conventlofl 
and the electiofL 
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Mr . J . Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover; 


- f 


/»Ll IH»'; >/; ' . = , 

ij'Eh'J-r, • 

r'Ar,:,5»-i9-vi ; 


N 


sardine tn€ 


I have been carefi^ly reading your remarks regarding’ 
late Dr. Marti n Luthe:r^ing » Jjt. and Robert F. Kennedy. I 
find your public comments to be completely out of order and 
unethical. I believe you are using your position of Direc 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation to gain public hearj 
for your biased and highly debatable opinions of leading Ai 
leans . 


If you dare say that Dr . King did not deserve the Nobel 
Peace Prize, that he was a liar or that Mr. Kennedy was at- 
tempting to undermine your professional standards, you must 
say it as Director of your Bureau or be silent . 

lour comments, like Agnew's, are causing a greater rift t' 
develop across our land. I suggest that you be more sensitivi 
jto racial groups and the esteemed leaders in this nation. If 
you must make such statements, make them as charges which car- 
Iry some weight. 







Dear Mr, Hoover » 


During the past few weeks I have constantly been reading 


and hearing about you making unfavorable comments about the late 
Rev, Dr, Martin Luther^i ng You have been reported as 

saying that the Rev, Dr, King was a liar, that you did not recognize 
him as a minster, and that he should have been the last person to 
receive the Nobel Peace Prize, Please allow me to now ask you 
this question. Do you think it is right, or fair, for you to ^ 

make such statements about about a man who is dead^ thus unable 
to defend himself of these insolent remarks, 

Dt, King was an advocate of nonviolent direct action, Tt 
would be impossible for me to list on this paper all the achievementr, 
that were results of this belief in naRxiiaisKt nonviolent / 


approach, Sb do me a favor, do youself a favor, do the world 
a favor, above all, do humanity a favor and let this great man 






V 

rest irr peace. Evil has killed him but evil must not be allow^ ^ 
to destroy his dream and philosophy and all the work that he ivjj 

i 

has done on Earth, / ^ 






\\A^ 
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December 17, 1970 



All iNFOR^fTiO:: COriJAIFlJ 
KER3rn3‘!A-r.i.ASs:''f' 


I u--# 


S'iSPfM^iSU, 


CT. 


yy 


Your letter was received on December 14tii 
and I regret I am unable to be of assistance to yoti. < ]^orma^ 

Z 

tion contained in our files must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. 

I am sorry I cannot be of help with respect to your inquiries. 

Sincerely yours, 

1. Edgg Hoowf 


i' 




Tol^on , 

Sul I iv HR . 

Mohr 

Bishop 

Brennan, C D. 

Callahan 

Casper 

Conrad 

Fell 

Gale 

Rosen 

Ta\ e 
VS niter 
Su> ai 

Tele. Rooin 

Holmes 

Gnndy 


NOTE: Neither correspondent nor| 
is Identifiable in Bufiles. 
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December 16, 1970 






*<j 


^ ^ 7 O 




t / 


;aluornia 
Dear Mr. Cron: 


ALL iriFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS ijNCLASSIFIED 
"'TEJr4?t.BY5/?=a4-^AL 

6^0*7 

I have received your letter of December 7th and 


appreciate the interest which prompted you to write and furnish 
me yoxir views. Tour support is most encouragii^ and means a 
great deal to me. 

Sincerely yours. 




ToJson _ 
SuIJivan 
Wohr 


1. £dga£ Hoovi^ 


MAILED 21 

DEC 16 1970 


COMM-fBi 


NOTE^gUe! 

lac^o^ubverj 


L 7 cy 

lies disclose correspondent was the subject o|_ 

vest^ation in 1943. This case was closed in view of a 

subversive activity. 


Bishop 

Brennan. C.D. 

Callahan 

Casper 

Conrad 

Fell 

Gale 

Rosen 

Tavel 
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December 7, 1970 



Mr J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Bivestigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

You are so right, about Martin Luther King. A rabble rouser is 
a rabble rouser. no matter what the color of his skin- -or his flag ! 
This was no man of peace, and still less one who gave a damn about 
his fatherland, but I never thov^ht to see the day when a person in ' 
high office would have the guts to say so in public, for the good of 
his country. 

This is to thank you for doing so and to wish you many, many more 
years of faithful service to your coimtry. 


Sincerely, 
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December 16, 1970 



AU.iMFORM,r;-:-:ico:TAir:£D 

HEKEirn- ; *J, fJSlFJD 
DAr.;stiJ^ yi ' J- 

VT>n le 


I have received your letter of December 9th and 
want to thank ]^u for your thoughtfulness. Tour kind remarks 
are most encouraging ajvi certainly mean a great deal to me. 


Sincerely yours. 


_ MAftEO 21 

DEC 161970 


COMMFBI 



.per , 
- vad 
"'I 




a^ei . 


; \Vi Sn-Tk _ 

\ 


- Atlanta - Enclosure 


b7(c) 



IjOTE: There is no record of correspondent in Bufiles. 

IS on the Special Correspondents List and known to the Ditecior on a 
first-name basis. A telephone call from a disc jockey at Station WIN, 
Memphis, Tennessee, was handled by Assistant Director Bishop on 
12/7/70, The caller requested further FBI comment on the ’’Time’’ 
magazine article quoting the Director regarding Martin Luther King and 
the Nobel Peace Prize. Mr. Bishop heard a ”beep” on the telephone and 
inquired if the call was being taped or broadcast, stating it was customary 
that the person being called be so advised. The disc jockey said he though 
he had done this and he was firmly told he had not. Mr. Bishop pointed 
out that the FBI had no further comment as the Director's statement speak 
for itself. 
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Atlanta, Georgia 30329 



Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 






. * I ^'^1' 


On Monday, December 7, 1970, a radio disc jockey here in 
Atlanta called your office and spoke to one of your 
staff members. The disc jockey was calling in reference 
to a ]\si;^spaper article on your stand concerning Martin 
Luther King, Jr. receiving the Nobel Peace Prize"!^ ^ 


Mr. To]irn 

Mr, SuUivan 

lAlr. 

r. B r ermri n CD 
^•1 r. 

Mr. Cc!’pcr 

Mr. C 

Mr. Frh 

Mr. 



T 

Mr. Mallrrs 

IMr. : 

Ttle. in 

Miy. j; 

Miss (iun.Jy 


I don't know exactly who the staff member was that took 
the call, but, on behalf of those of us in Atlanta who 
heard the call on the radio, I would like to apologize 
to him and to you. 

The disc jockey put your staff member live on the air 
(it is the disc jockey's custom to call government 
officials, and others, live and register a complaint 
with them if he is unhappy with their stand on an issue) 
but did not tell your staff member that he was on live. 
When the member of your staff questioned him as to whether 
or not he was being taped, the jockey told him he was on 
live. Your staffer very politely asked the disc jockey 
why he hadn.Tt told him that at the beginning, and the 
disc jockey replied that he had, in fact, told him so. 

I listened to the entire conversation, and, at no time, 
did the disc jockey alert the man to the fact that he 
was on the air. 

Your staffer is to be congratulated at his "cool" response 
to the snide remark the disc jockey made. The incident 
so upset me that I felt I had to write. I don’t do this 
kind of thing normally, but I felt it was necessary to 
express my displeasure and embarrassment at the action. 



I an^mp^ye^bi^theHouseof Representatives in Georgia 

and I have great respect and 

admiration for those in government who are trying to better 
I mankind. I had the ple^ure of meeting you a few years 

in Miami, 

., and, although I do not agree with 
issue mentioned above, I have deep respec^foi^ , . 
you, and gratitude for all that you have done in youw^^5“ar s^ ^ 




/ 


of government service. 




Again, I apologize for the incident. I only hope the*® DfC S' I 1970 
disc jockey will do the same. 


Res 



C 



ST-104 


KtCB5 


)Cd 


December 17, 1970 


O A * ^ 

70 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 


bU^J 


Dear 


— ALL INFORi.’AYlDN COiiTMNED 

herein 15 1'KCl. ASSlFe ^• 
g^IgiLL 

■ ' bS7t> 

I have received your letter of December 12 tb 


and appreciate the interest which prompted you to write and 
furnish me your views. The kind sentiments of you and your 
husband are most encouraging and your support certainly 
means a great deal to me. 

Sincerely yours. 


J. Edgar 


Boof^ 


NOTE: There is no record of correspondent in Bufiles. 


REK:nmw (3) 



/ 



TRUE COPY 


Unadilla, Ga. 31091 
December 12, 1970 




Dear Mr. Hoover, 

You receive many important letters and documents daily 
and I am sure a comment from an ordinary wife and mother will make 
no impression on your active and powerful life. Nonetheless here it is: 

My husband and I have always held you and your position in 
high esteem. The qualities you possess in your personal life do justice 
to your position in our goverment. I have never written a letter to such 
an important person but I could not resist writing you concerning your 
comment on Martin Luther King. I read recently in one of our local 
newspapers of your statement about his being undeserving of the Nobel 
Peace Prize. I couldn’t agree with you more. A few days later I read 
in the same newspaper the comments from some of King’s colleagues. 

You have more support than you will ever know. The FBI is a ’super’ 
organization. If only we had more staunch public figures of your caliber, 
our government would be the better for them. 

It is our prayer God will continue to bless your personal 
life and your important work in our Justice Department. 

Sincerely, 

bl(C.J 
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December 17, 1970 




Brooklyn, New York 11201 
Dear] 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIQED 
DATE S 


Your letter, with enclosure, was received on 
December 14th and I want to thank you for your thoughtfulness. 
Your kind remarks are most encouraging and your support 
means a great deal to me. 

Sincerely yours, 

J, Edg« HooTof 


NOTE: Correspondent is not Identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Brennan, C.D. 
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Tele. Room „ 
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Dec. 9, 1970 


Mr. Hoover: 


Dear Sir: 

Just to let you know we aren’t all brainwashed, & 
that some of us are still standing by you, as exemplified by the 
enclosed. 

Respectfully, 



Brooklyn, N. Y. 11201 
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